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Senate  op  Pennsylvania,         > 
Harrisburg,  March  15,  1867.  ^ 

The  report  of  Hon.  Samuel  P.  Johnson,  on  the  completion  of  the 
monument  authorized  by  the  last  Legislature,  to  be  erected  to  the  memo- 
ry of  CoRNPLANTER,  a  Chief  of  the  Six  Nations,  having  been  presented  to 
the  Senate,  by  Senator  Brown,  of  Mercer,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  said  report,  together  with  the  his- 
torical sketch,  with  accompanying  documents,  prepared  by  Hon.  James 
Ross  Snowden,  be  printed,  and  that  the  thanlis  of  the  Legislature  be  pre- 
sented to  these  gentlemen  for  the  able  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
they  have  discharged  the  duties  assigned  them. 


PEEFATOET. 

A  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislatnre  of  Pennsylvania  was 
passed  on  the  7th  day  of  March,  1867,  inviting  Hon.  James 
Eoss  Snowden  to  deliver,  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, his  historical  address  on  Cornplantee,  and  the 
SLx  Nations  of  Indians. 

Pursuant  to  this  resolution,  on  the  14th  of  March,  the  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  and  a  number  of  citizens,  being  convened, 
Hon.  John  P.  Glass,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, was  called  to  the  chair ;  and  Geo.  W.  Hamersly,  Esq., 
Clerk  of  the  Senate,  A.  W.  Benedict,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  John  A.  Smull,  Esq.,  Resident  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  were  appointed  Secretaries. 

Mr.  Snowden  was  introduced  to  the  audience  by  Mr.  Speaker 
Glass,  with  some  approi>riate  remarks. 

Previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  historical  sketch,  Mr.  Snow- 
den made  the  following  introductory  remarks : 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  a  joint  resolution  was 
adopted,  appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for  the  erection  of  a 
monument  to  the  memory  of  Cornplanter,  the  celebrated 
Chief  of  the  Seiieca  Nation  of  Indians.  The  same  resolution 
placed  the  subject  in  charge  of  the  Hon.  Sajiuel  P.  Johnson, 
President  Judge  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District.  Under  his 
direction,  an  appropriate  monument  was  prepared  and  placed 
in  position  over  the  gi-ave  of  the  Chief,  at  Jennesadaga,  (Corn- 
planter's  village,)  in  the  county  of  Warren,  on  the  Allegheny 
river,  fifteen  miles  above  the  borough  of  Warren.  I  was  se- 
lected, by  Judge  Johnson,  to  deliver  an  address  upon  the  oc- 
casion.   This  duty  I  performed.    The  monument  was  dedicated 
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with  appropriate  exercises,  on  tlie  18tb  of  October  last.  Tliere 
were  present  about  four  hundred  Indians,  and  a  large  con- 
course of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York. 

I  have,  at  hand,  the  report  of  Judge  Johnson,  to  the  Leg- 
islatui'e,  shovfing  the  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  the 
duties  assigned  him.  His  report  embraces  his  introductory 
remarks  and  the  historical  sketch  which  I  delivered.  Also, 
the  responses  made  by  a  Chief  of  the  Sis  Nations,  and  a  coun- 
cillor of  the  Seneca  Nation.  The  responses  were  made  in  the 
Indian  language.  Tliey  were  reported,  and  taken  down  by  me 
as  they  were  translated  by  an  interpreter  at  the  time  of  de- 
livery. 

I  have  here,  also,  a  photograph  of  the  monument  and  the 
audience,  taken  during  the  delivery  of  the  historical  address. 
This  report,  with  the  accompanjdng  papers,  will  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature.  I  am  here,  this  evening,  at  the  request  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives,  to  deliver  the  his- 
torical and  biogTaphical  sketch  which  I  ])ronouncedat  the  grave 
of  CoRNPL ANTES,  when  the  monmnent,  erected  to  his  memory^ 
was  dedicated.  For  the  honor  of  this  invitation,  1  beg  to  pre- 
sent to  the  members  of  the  Legislatiu-e  my  sincere  thanks. 

After  Mr.  Snov\t)EN  had  concluded  his  address,  the  following 
resolutions,  oifered  by  Senator  M.  B.  Lowry,  of  Erie,  and 
seconded  by  Senator  Thomas  J.  Bigham,  of  Allegheny,  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

Eefiolved,  That  the  members  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives, 
jointly  assembled,  hereby  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Hon.  James 
Ross  Snowden,  for  his  excellent  and  carefully  prepared  histo- 
rical address,  prepared  for  and  delivered  on  the  occasion  of 
the  dedication  of  the  Cornplanter  monument,  and  which 
we  have  heard  repeated  with  lively  interest  and  satisfaction. 

Rcsolmd  further^  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of  both 
Houses  is  also  tendered  to  Hon.  Saimuel  P.  Johnson,  for  the 
Judicious  and  admirable  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duty  assigned  him,  by  the  last  Legislature,  in  causing  to 
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be  erected  an  appropriate  and  suitable  nionumeiit  over  tlie 
grave  of  the  Seneca  Chief. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resohitions  be  fiuniished  to 
Colonel  Snowden  and  Judge  Johnson  :  and  that  the  same  be 
prefixed  to  the  publication  of  the  Cornplanter  nieiiiorial. 
JOHN  P.  CtLASW,  Premlent 
Attest  ; 

A.  W.  Benedict,        \ 

Geo.  W.  Hameerly'  >  Hecretarie.^. 

John  A.  Smull,         ) 
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REPOET  OF  IIOX.  S.  P.  JOHNSON. 


To  the  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Representatives 

of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania : 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislatiu^ea  joint  resohition  was 
passed  by  j^oiir  honorable  bodies,  appropriating  five  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Coen- 
PLANTER,  an  Indian  Chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  whose  remains 
were  deposited  at  Jennesadaga,  where  he  had  resided,  in  the 
county  of  Warren.  By  said  resolution,  I  was  appointed  to  su- 
perintend the  execution  of  this  generous  purj)ose. 

This  duty  might  have  been  committed  to  more  competent, 
but  not  more  willing  hands.*  My  personal  relations  with  the 
venerated  chieftain  in  his  life-time,  had  left  a  ^dvid  recollection 
of  his  vii-tues  that  the  abrasion  of  more  than  thirty  years  could 
not  obliterate. 

In  discharge  of  the  duty  thus  imposed,  I  procured  a  monu- 
ment of  marble,  to  be  erected  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Fullerton,  of 
South  Dorset,  Vermont.  In  size,  design  and  workmanship,  it 
more  than  met  my  expectation,  and  was  very  creditable  to  the 
artificer.  The  monument  itself,  of  beautiful  Vermont  marble, 
is  over  eleven  feet  high,  and  stands  on  a  handsomely  cut  na- 
tive stone  base,  four  feet  in  diameter,  by  one  and  a-half  feet 
deep.  It  is  located  immediately  between  the  grave  of  Corn- 
pla:xter,  and  that  of  his  mfe,  from  whom  he  was  separated 
by  death  but  about  three  months.  On  the  second  section  are 
four  well  carved  dies,  in  the  form  of  a  shield.  Upon  the  spire 
facing  west,  is  cut  iii  large  raised  letters 
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"GIANTWAHIA,  THE  CORNPLANTER." 

TJpon  the  die  on  the  same  side,  is  inscribed, 

"  John  O'B AIL  rtW^w  Cornplanter,  ^tecZ  at  Gornplanter 
town,  February  18,  183G,  aged  about  100  years.''^ 

On  the  die  fronting  south,  the  following  inscription  is  hand- 
somely lettered : 

"  Chief  of  the  ^Senec-a  tribe,  and  aprinei/pal  Chief  of  tJie 
Six  Nations,  from  the  period  of  the  Eevolutionary 
tear,  to  the  time  of  Ms  death.    Distinguished  for 
talents,  courage,  eloquence,  sobriety  and  love  of 
his  tribe  and  race,  to  whose  welfare  he  de- 
voted his  time,  his  energies  and  his  means, 
during  a  long  and  eventful  life.^^ 

On  the  die  upon  the  East  side  is  engraved — 

"  ERECTED  BY  AUTHORITY  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  PENN- 
SYLVANIA, BY  ACT  JANUARY  25,  1866. 

Desiring  to  make  the  munificence  of  the  State  as  gratifying 
to  the  family  and  friends  of  the  good  old  Chief  as  possible,  I 
appointed  a  lime  for  the  erection  and  dedication  of  the  monu- 
ment, and  was  fortimate  enough  to  procure  the  services  of  Col. 
James  Eoss  Snowden,  of  Philadelphia,  to  prepare  an  address 
suitable  to  the  occasion,  commemorative  of  the  character  and 
services  of  the  distinguished  Chief. 

These  ceremonies  took  place  on  the  18th  of  October  last,  in 
presence  of  the  family  and  decendants  of  CoRNPLA]^fTER,  about 
eighty  in  niunber,  and  a  large  assembly  of  native  Indians, 
remnants  of  the  once  formidable  Six  jS^ations,  from  the  Alle- 
gheny, Cattaraugus  and  Tonnawanda  reservations  in  the  State 
of  Xew  York,  and  also  a  large  concourse  of  the  pale  faces 
from  the  sirrrounding  country.  Everything  went  off  most  sat- 
isfactorily, and  to  the  high  gratification  of  oiu"  aboriginal  friends. 
The  exercises  of  the  day  were  conducted  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing programme : 
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1.  Invocatory  prayer  by  the  Cliaplaiu. 

2.  Introductory  address  by  your  representative,  as  master 
of  ceremonies. 

3.  Dedicatory  address,  by  Hon.  JAjvies  Eoss  Snowden. 

4.  Address  on  the  personal  character  of  Cornplajn^ter,  and 
the  lessons  it  taught,  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Rankest. 

5.  Responsive  addresses,  in  the  Seneca  language,  by  John 
Luke,  of  the  Cattaraug-us  reservation,  a  Councillor  of  the 
Seneca  Nations,  and  by  the  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Smith,  a  native 
of  the  Toiuiawanda  reservation,  Gennessee  comity,  N.  Y.,  also 
a  Seneca  chief  of  the  Six  Nations. 

These  two  latter  addresses,  as  also  those  made  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Rankin  and  myself,  were  interpreted,  as  delivered,  by  Har- 
rison Halftown  and  another  educated  native  of  the  Seneca 
nation.  Before  the  dedicatory  services  commenced,  the  assem- 
bly was  addressed  in  the  Seneca  language,  by  Solomon  O'Bail, 
a  gTandson  of  Cornplanter,  and  a  chief  of  his  tribe,  dressed 
in  the  fuU  regalia  of  aboriginal  royalty. 

Three  of  Oornplanter's  children  stiU  survive,  and  were 
present  to  enjoy  the  occasion ;  and,  by  them,  I  was  solemnly 
charged  to  communicate  to  your  honorable  bodies,  their  sin- 
cere and  reiterated  thanks  for  the  distinguished  honor  thus 
rendered  to  their  beloved  ancestor.  I  have  seldom  seen  deeper 
gratitude  in  human  hearts  than  swelled  the  bosoms  of  these 
now  venerable  childi^en,  and  those  of  many  gTand-cliildren  of 
the  hero,  whose  virtues  and  memory  it  has  delighted  you  to 
honor. 

Of  the  excellent  music,  by  a  native  brass  band,  that  enli- 
vened the  occasion,  the  pic-nic  that  followed,  and  the  exciting 
war  dance,  that  closed  the  exercises  of  the  day,  I  will  not  stop 
to  speak. 

There  remains  yet  in  my  hands,  unexpended,  about  $45  of  the 
appropiiation  made.  The  lateness  of  the  season,  the  paucity^ 
of  funds  and  the  pressure  of  other  engagements,  combined  to 
preveait  the  erection  of  such  an  enclosui-e  around  the  monu- 
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ment  as  tiie  Legislature  evidently  contemplated,  and  as  would 
be  suitable  for  its  permanent  protection. 

To  construct  such  a  fence,  of  imi)erisbable  material,  as  ought 
to  surround  this  memorial  of  State  gratitude,  to  a  public  bene- 
factor, will  require  at  least  $100,  judiciously  expended.  I 
think  it  is  due  to  the  credit  of  the  State,  as  it  would  be  highly 
pleasing  to  the  heirs  and  friends  of  Cornplanter,  that  a 
small  additional  appropriation  should  be  made  to  consistently 
complete  the  work  so  generously  begun.  I  am  willing  to  bo- 
stow  my  time  and  attention,  gratuitously,  to  accomplish  it.  I 
append  to  this  report,  the  introductory  remarks  made  at  the 
dedication  ceremonies,  and  the  excellent  address  delivered  by 
Col.  Snowden,  together  with  brief  sketches  of  the  responses 
made  by  the  native  orators  who  graced  the  occasion,  that  you 
may  make  such  a  disposition  of  them  as,  in  your  judgment, 
may  be  creditable  to  the  State  and  beneficial  to  posterity. 

S.  P.  JOHNSON. 
Warren,  January  25, 1867. 


INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS 

OP 

HOlvT.   S.   P.   JOHI^SOK, 


Friends  of  Cornplmiter  and  fellow  citizens  : 

By  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  ap- 
proved by  the  Governor  the  25th  of  January,  18G6,  the  State 
Treasurer  was  directed  to  pay  to  me,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars,  "  to  be  expended  in  erecting  and  enclosing  a  suitable 
monument  to  Cornplanter,  a«  a  recognition  of  his  eminent 
services  to  the  State  during  its  early  history." 

This  duty  I  have  endeavored  to  perform,  as  well  as  the  lim- 
ited means  at  my  disposal  would  permit.  You  have  before 
you  to-day,  the  result  of  that  effort,  which,  for  the  price  paid, 
is  highly  creditable  to  the  State,  the  Chieftain,  whose  virtues 
it  is  intended  to  commemorate,  and  the  architect  who  design- 
ed and  executed  it.  It  is  befitting  that  the  virtues  and  ser- 
vices of  public  benefactors  should  receive  public  recognition 
and  be  perpetuated  by  suitable  memorials.  There  is  much  in 
the  history  of  Cornplanter,  after  his  alliance  with  the  Ameri- 
can government,  to  elicit  admiration  and  secure  the  gratitude 
of  this  State  and  the  nation. 

Immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  he  be- 
came the  fast  friend  of  the  white  man  and  the  government. 
Satisfied  that  his  nation  had  been  fraudulently  decoyed  into 
alliance  with  the  British  during  the  war,  and  basely  betrayed 
by  then  aUies  at  its  close,  he  hastened  to  repair  the  wi-ong,  by 
giving  all  his  influence  and  energies  to  the  inauguration  of  a 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  the  Six  Nations,  of  which 
he  was  then  a  distinguished  Chief.    Although  resisted  by  all 
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the  craftiness  of  Brant,  and  tlie  eloquence  of  Eed  Jacket, 
lie  persisted  until  Ms  purpose  was  consummated  by  tlie  trea- 
ties of  Fort  Stanwix  and  Fort  Harmar,  both  of  which  were 
secured  through  and  executed  by  himself.  By  them  the  In- 
ilian  claims  to  most  of  the  land  in  Western  New  York,  and 
N'orth-Western  Pennsylvania,  was  surrendered,  and  a  perpet- 
ual peace  ordained. 

But  the  great  merit  of  his  life,  and  which  most  entitled  him 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  American  government,  and  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  his  successful  efforts  to  prevent  the  Six 
Nations  uniting  in  the  Confederacy  of  western  Indians  formed 
in  1790-91.  Had  these  tribes,  then  the  most  powerful  on  the 
continent,  joined  that  Confederacy,  the  bloody  realities  of  the 
war  that  followed,  would  have  spread  over  the  entire  western 
frontier  of  Pennsylvania,  and  its  termination  in  1794,  by  the 
victory  of  G-eneral  Wayne,  rendered  exceedingly  doubtful. 

General  St.  Clair  anticipated  and  forwarned  against  this 
imion,  after  his  defeat  in  '91,  and  General  Knox,  then  Secre- 
tary of  War,  dreaded  and  fortified  against  it.  But  Corn- 
planter,  with  untiring  exertions,  and  at  the  hazard  of  his 
own  life,  jjrevented  such  a  disastrous  result,  and  thus  saved 
the  settlers  on  the  Allegheny  and  upper  Ohio,  Ixom  the  hor- 
rors of  a  merciless  Indian  warfare.  For  his  invaluable  ser- 
vices in  the  procurement  and  maintenance  of  peace  between 
his  people  and  the  infant  nation,  just  recuperating  from  its  ex- 
hausting conflict  with  the  British  lion,  Cornplanter  received 
the  thanks  and  liberal  donations  of  the  government  and  Gen- 
eral WASmNGTON. 

We  are  now  assembled  upon  the  homestead  which  Corn- 
planter  lived,  and  where,  after  an  eventful  life,  during  the 
most  eventful  period  of  this  continent,  he  lived  and  died,  at 
pea<)e  with  himself,  with  all  the  world,  and,  we  trust,  with  his 
Merciful  Creator.  For  many  years,  the  appearance  of  his  ven- 
erable form,  at  any  point  in  the  Valley  of  this  beautiful  river, 
from  its  soui'ce  to  its  outlet,  was  the  signal  for  a  coui-teous  and 
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kindly  greeting  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  visitors,  whether 
on  business  or  for  curiosity,  were  always  treated  with  a  digni- 
fied kindness  and  hospitality  that  would  have  gTaced  the  castle 
of  a  Duke,  in  the  days  of  chivalry. 

On  this  beautifal  spot,  of  his  own  selection,  the  gift  of  a 
grateful  Commonwealth  for  appreciated  merit,  he  spent  the 
last  forty-five  years  of  his  life,  surrounded  by  his  family  and 
descendants,  in  the  practice  of  all  those  virtues  that  adorn  both 
civilized  and  savage  life. 

He  was  the  dauntless  warrior  and  wisest  statesman  of  his 
nation,  the  patriarch  of  his  tribe  and  the  peacemaker  of  his 
race.  He  was  a  model  man  from  nature's  mould.  Truth,  tem- 
perance, justice  and  humanity,  never  had  a  nobler  incarnation 
or  more  earnest  and  consistent  advocate  than  he.  As  we  loved 
him  personally,  and  revere  the  noble,  manly  character  he  bore^ 
we  erect  this  tribute  to  his  memory,  that  those  who  live  after 
us  may  know  and  imitate  his  virtues. 


§i|-attt-toa-tjia,  or  Coraplawter, 


TJie  last  War  Chief  of  the  Senecas,  and  of  the  Iroquois^  of 
Six  Nations > 


AN  HISTOBICAL,  SKETCH  BY 


J--A.3Sd:ES    I^OSS    Sl^O  W  J-)E3Sr. 


GY-ANT-WA-CHIA,  OR  CORNPLANTER, 

Tte  last  War  Chief  of  the  Senecas,  and  of  the  Iroquois,  or  Six  Nations. 
AN    HISTORICAL   SKETCH   BY 

JAMES  EOSS  SISrOWDE^. 


A  solitary  traveler,  after  the  close  of  the  Eevohitionarj 
war,  in  1783,  wandering  near  the  shores  of  Ohat^uqiie 
lake,*  found  himself  benighted ;  and  ignorant  of  the  path 
which  should  lead  him  to  his  place  of  destination,  he  fear- 
ed he  would  be  compelled  to  pass  the  night  in  the  for- 
est and  without  shelter.  But  when  the  darkness  of  the 
night  gathered  around  hiiu,  he  saw  the  light  of  a  distant 
fire  in  the  woods,  to  which  he  immediately  bent  his  steps. 
There  he  found  an  Indian  wigwam,  the  habitation  of  a 
Chief  with  his  family.  He  was  kindly  received  and  hos- 
pitably entertained.  After  a  supper  of  corn  and  veni- 
son, the  traveler  returned  thanks  to  God,  whose  kind 
Providence  had  directed  his  way,  and  preserved  him  in 
the  wilderness.  He  slept  comfortably  on  the  ample 
bear  skins  provided  by  his  host. 

In  the  morning  the  Indian  invited  the  traveler  to  sit 
beside  him  on  a  large  log  in  front  of  his  cabin.  They 
were  seated  side  by  side  ;  presently  the  Indian  told  the 
traveler  to  move  a  little  ;  which  he  did ;  and,  keeping 

*  Cha-da-gweh,  by  the  Senecas ;  meaning  a  place  where  one  was  lost. 
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by  liis  side,  again  requested  him  to  move.  Tliis  was  re- 
peated several  times.  At  lengtli,  wlien  near  tlie  end  of 
the  log,  the  Chief  gave  an  energetic  push,  and  requested 
liis  companion  to  move  furtlier.  The  traveler  remon- 
strated, and  said,  "I  can  go  no  further;  if  I  do  I  shall 
tall  off'  the  log."  "  That  is  the  way,"  said  the  Indian,  in 
reply,  "that  you  white  people  treat  us.  When  the 
United  People,  the  Six  Nations,  owned  the  whole  land, 
from  the  lakes  to  the  great  water,  they  gave  to  Oorlaer* 
a  seat  on  the  Hudson,  and  to  OxASt  a  town  and  land 
on  the  Delaware.  We  have  been  driven  from  our  lands 
on  the  Mohawk,  the  Gennessee,  the  Chemung  and  the 
ITnadiila.  And  from  our  western  door  we  have  been 
pushed,  from  the  Susquehanna,  then  over  the  great  moun- 
tains, then  beyond  the  Ohio,  the  Allegheny  and  the  Con- 
ewaugo;  and  now  we  are  here  on  the  borders  of  the 
great  lakes,  and  a  further  push  will  throw  me  and  my 
people  otF  the  log.  If  I  ask,  where  is  our  land  ?  a  bird 
whispers  in  my  ear,  the  Great  King  over  the  water  has 
made  peace  with  Washington  and  the  thirteen  fires, 
and  divided  the  land  between  them  hj  a  line  through 
the  great  lakes.  Our  Chiefs  were  not  at  the  council,  we 
were  not  warmed  by  its  fire,  nor  protected  by  its  heat. 
Our  ally,  in  his  hurry  to  make  peace,  forgot  his  red 
brethren ;  and  did  not  even  invite  them  to  smoke  the 
calamut  which  he  had  prepared  for  the  thirteen  fires 
which  had  rebelled  against  him."  The  Chief,  in  conclu- 
sion, with  a  sad  and  anxious  countenance,  asked  the 
question,  "  Where  are  we  to  go  ?"     The  only  response 

*  The  Indian  name  of  the  Governors  of  New  York. 
fThe  Indian  name  of  William  Penn;  and  subsequently  applied  to  tho 
Governors  of  Pennsylvania. 
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that  was  made  was  the  sighiug-  of  the  wind  through  the 
leaves  of  the  forest.     The  traveler  was  silent.* 

I  have  seen  a  lar^e  medal  of  WASHixaTOX,  on  one  side 
of  which  is  his  bust  in  armor  facing-  to  tlie  right.  On 
the  reverse  or  opposite  side,  is  a  fnll  length  hgiire  of  an 
Indian  chief  looking  to  the  left,  with  an  arrow  in  his 
right  hand,  and  leaning-  on  a  bow ;  it  contains  the  in- 
scription "T/ie  land  was  ours.'"  It  also  inscribes  to 
Washington  these  words :  "  Innumerahle  millions  yet 
unborn  ivill  venerate  the  memory  of  the  man  who  ohtained 
their  country's  freedom."  Both  these  inscriptions  com- 
mand our  assent.  It  thus  appears  that  what  was  partial 
evil  to  the  red  man  may  be  regarded  as  universal  good  to 
the  human  race.  Tlie  former  gives  way  to  the  advan- 
cing column  of  civilization,  and  will  disappear  from  the 
land  unless  he  abandons  the  life  of  a  wanderer,  and  ac- 
quires a  fixed  home,  where  he  can  cultivate  the  soil  and 
pursue  the  arts  of  civilized  industrj^ 

It  would  be  inappropriate  to  this  occasion,  to  enter 
upon  a  discussion  of  the  causes  of  the  gradual  disap- 
pearance of  the  Indian  race,  when  coming  in  contact 
with  white  men,  nor  of  the  tendency  of  the  intercourse 
between  these  races  of  men  to  deteriorate  the  former  and 
reduce  their  numbers.  I^either  can  I  enter  ujion  the 
ethics  involved  in  such  a  discussion.  I  leave  these  topics 
to  the  moral  philosopher  and  the  historian. 

The  distinguished  Chief  whose  memory  we  this  day 
commemorate,  met  these  questions  as  practical  facts. 
OoRNPLANTER  had  learned  from  observation  as  well  as 

*  Rev.  Samuel  Kirtland,  missionary  among  the  Indians,  was  the 
traveler  referred  to.  He  stated  the  substance  of  this  anecdote  to  my 
father,  Rev.  Nathaniel  R.  Snowden. 
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experience,  the  influence  and  power  of  the  whites,  and 
as  an  able  statesmen  and  friend  of  his  race,  he  yielded 
to  the  superior  force,  and  endeavored  to  preserve  the 
existence  of  his  family  and  nation,  by  securing  for  his 
people,  land  and  other  property  where  they  would  not 
be  disturbed  by  the  encroachment  of  the  whites.  It  is 
a  noticeable  fact,  and  highly  illustrative  of  his  far-seeing 
policy,  that  in  the  treaties  in  which  he  took  part  as  a 
Chief  or  representative  of  his  tribe,  lie  declined  to  stipu- 
late for,  or  receive  money  or  goods,  but  asked  for  well 
defined  boimdaries  to  their  territories,  or  tor  land  by  title 
in  fee  simple  to  himself  and  to  his  people.  He  had  the 
sagacity  to  perceive  that  if  his  nation  and  people  de- 
pended upon  a  mere  hunter's  right  to  roam  over  a  sec- 
tion of  country,  they  would  be  driven,  like  other  Indian 
tribes,  from  place  to  place,  and  at  length  be  either  exter- 
minated or  removed  to  distant  lands,  where  they  would 
be  regarded  as  new  comers,  and  be  oppressed  or  destroy- 
ed by  the  Indians  who  had  a  prior  claim  to  the  terri- 

tory. 

Before  making  further  remarks  upon  the  life,  charac- 
ter and  public  services  of  Oornplantek,  I  deem  it  pro- 
per to  present  some  general  observations  respecting  the 
Indian  League  or  Confederacy,*  known  originally  as  the 
Five  Nations,  called  by  the  French,  Iroquois,  and  after- 
wards as  the  Six  Nations,  of  which  the  tribe  of  Corn- 
PLANTER,  the  Senecas,t  was  the  most  numerous  and  pow- 
erful.    The  Confederacy  was  originally  composed  of  the 

*  Ho-do-no-sati-iiee,  or  the  United  People. 

t  The  original  name  of  this  tribe  was  Nun-da-wa-o-no,wbich  means  Great 
Hill  People.  The  modern  name  is  a  corruption  of  a  Dutch  word  for  Ver- 
million, Sv>meJcm;  and  has  reference  to  the  fact,  that  this  tribe,  being  the 
most  warUke  of  the  Six  Nations,  used  the  war  paint  more  than  the  others. 
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Senecas,  Oneidas,  Moliawks,  Onondagos  and  Oayiigas. 
To  these  were  added  in  tlie  year  1712,  the  Tuscaroras, 
who  had  previously  resided,andhad  their  hunting  gTound 
in  North  Carolina,  but  in  that  year  were  driven  north  by 
the  southern  Indians,  and  were  added  to  the  League, 
■thence  afterwards  called  the  Six  IS'ations.  In  many  au- 
thorities and  manuscripts,  however,  they  continued  to 
be  denominated  the  Five  Nations. 

The  power  and  influence  of  this  Confederacy  of  nations, 
•or  Iroquois,  at  the  time  when  the  emigrants  from  Europe 
set  their  feet  upon  the  extens-ive  country,  now  embraced 
in  the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsjdvania,  and  the 
extensive  region  beyond  the  Ohio,  even  to  the  Missis- 
sippi, were  greats  and  overshadowed,  if  they  did  not 
actually  control  and  govern,  all  other  tribes  of  Indians 
within  what  is  at  the  present  time  a  large  portion  of  the 
United  States. 

Their  power  even  extended  to  the  New  England  colo- 
nies and  to  Virginia.  In  1681  the  Governors  of  New 
York^  Massachusetts  and  Virginia,  met  in  council  with 
the  representative  Chiefs  of  the  Five  Nations  at  Albany, 
*'to  strengthen  and  burnish,"  so  says  the  treaty,  "the 
covenant  chain,  and  plant  the  tree  of  peace,  of  which 
the  top  should  reach  the  sun,  and  the  branches  shelter 
the  wide  land."  This  treaty  related  not  only  to  the  ter- 
ritory in  the  actual  possession  of  the  Iroquois — called 
by  them  "  The  Long  House,"  but  embraced  the  exten- 
sive country  from  the  St.  Croix  to  the  Albemarle.  It 
may  be  interesting  here,  in  order  to  illustrate  the  extent 
of  their  claims  and  authority,  to  quote  a  few  words  from 
the  journal  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Dixon,  when  running 
•their  famous  line.    One  of  the  original  manuscript  copies 
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of  whicli  is  in  possession  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania.  It  is  understood  that  there  were  three 
copies,  in  manuscript,  prepared  by  these  celebrated  sur- 
veyors. I  quote  the  following  entries  from  the  manu- 
scrijjt  journal :  "July  16, 1767.  This  day  we  were  joined 
by  fourteen  Indians,  deputed  by  the  Chief  of  the  Six 
Nations,  to  go  with  us  on  the  line.  With  them  came 
Mr.  Hugh  Crawford,  interpreter,"  '^October  9,  1767.— 
Crossed  a  war  patli  near  Dunkard  creek.  This  day  the 
Chief  of  the  Indians,  which  joined  us  on  the  16th  July, 
informed  us  that  the  above  mentioned  war  path  was  the 
extent  of  his  commission  from  the  Chief  of  the  Six  liga- 
tions, that  he  should  go  with  us  with  the  line ;  and  that 
he  would  not  proceed  one  step  farther." 

Their  x)rincipal  seats,  however,  were  in  Western  New 
York  and  North-western  Pennsylvania.  They  were  thus 
situated  between  the  advancing  column  of  emigration  and 
settlements  of  the  English  from  the  Hudson.the  Delaware, 
the  Susquehanna  and  the  Potomac  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  French  from  Canada,  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  great 
lakes  on  the  other.  A  territorial  position,  alike  perilous  to 
their  aboriginal  habits,  customs  and  means  of  subsistence, 
as  to  their  existence  as  a  free  and  indei)endent  nation. 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  these  adverse  circumstances, 
they  stood  for  nearly  two  centuries,  with  an  unshaken 
front,  against  the  devastations  of  war,  the  blighting  in- 
fluence of  foreign  intercourse,  and  the  still  more  fatal 
encroachments  of  a  restless  and  advancing  border  popu- 
lation. United  under  their  federal  system,  they  main- 
tained their  independence  and  their  power  of  self-pro- 
tection long  after  the  New  England  and  Virginia  races 
had  surrendered  their  jurisdiction  and  fallen  into  the 
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condition  of  conquered  and  dependent  nations.  And 
they  now  stand  forth  upon  the  canvas  of  Indian  history 
prominent  alike  for  the  wisdom  of  their  civil  institutions, 
their  sagacity  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
League  and  their  courage  in  its  defence.  (Morgan's 
League  of  the  Iroquois.) 

Their  system  of  government  was  remarkable  for  its 
simplicity  and  strength.  The  separate  tribes,  though 
united  in  one  council  tire,  which  was  usually  kindled 
and  kept  burning  at  Onandago,  were,  to  some  extent, 
sovereign  and  independent.  In  fact,  their  govern- 
ment was  somewhat  similar  in  structure  to  that  which 
is  established  in  the  United  States.  Several  republics 
were  embraced  in  one.  There  were  Chiefs  for  each 
tribe.  Hereditary  to  a  qualified  extent,  but  depend- 
ent upon  a  ceremony  of  confirmation  or  investiture. 
Sometimes  merit  and  public  confidence  would  induce 
this  investiture,  without  regard  to  hereditary  right. 

Sir  WiLLiAivi  Johnston  states,  "that  the  Sachems  of 
each  tribe  of  the  Six  Nations  were  annually  chosen  in  a 
public  assembly  of  the  Chiefs  and  Warriors,  whenever  a 
vacancy  happened  by  death  or  otherwise.  They  were 
selected  from  among  the  oldest  Warriors,  for  their  sense 
and  bravery,  and  approved  of  by  all  the  tribe,  after 
which  they  were  selected  as  Sachems.  Military  services 
were  the  chief  recommendations  to  this  rank ;  but  in 
some  instances,  a  kind  of  inheritance  in  the  office  was 
recognized."  I  think  there  was  a  distinction  between  the 
Sachems  and  the  Chiefs.  The  former  had  the  direction 
of  civil  affairs  and  government,  and  the  latter  led  the 
tribes  in  war.  The  rank  of  Sachem  was  in  general  he- 
reditary, whilst  that  of  Chief  was  conferred  on  account 
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of  ability,  and  especially  bravery  in  war.  A  certain 
number  of  Chiefs  were  assigned  to  the  different  tribes. 
These  Chiefs  formed  the  council  of  the  League,  and  in 
them  was  lodged  the  executive,  legislative  and  judicial 
authority,  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  united  nations. 
As  illustrative  of  the  character  of  their  government,  I 
here  insert  the  address  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  the  colo- 
nies of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia  and  Maryland,  delivered 
at  the  treaty  made  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  in  1744. 
"  We  heartily  recommend  union  and  agreement  between 
you,  our  brethren.  Never  disagree,  but  preserve  a  strict 
friendship  for  one  another,  and  thereby  you,  as  well  as 
we,  will  become  the  stronger.  Our  wise  forefathers  es- 
tablished amity  and  friendship  among  the  Five  Nations. 
This  has  made  us  formidable,  and  has  given  us  weight 
and  authority  with  the  neighboring  nations.  We  are  a 
powerful  Confederacy,  and  by  your  observing  the  same 
means  which  our  wise  forefathers  pursued,  you  will  ac- 
quire fresh  strength  and  power.  Therefore  whatever  be- 
falls you,  never  fall  out  with  one  another." 

These  are  memorable  words,  and  indicate  the  com- 
placency of  the  members  of  the  Confederacy  with  their 
own  condition  and  power.  Feeling  secure  in  their  cas- 
tles beyond  the  mountaius,  and  contented  with  their 
homes,  amidst  their  beautiful  lakes,  and  rivers  and  for- 
ests, where  they  possessed  towns  and  villages,  cultivated 
lields  and  orchards  of  various  fruits,  and  being  kindly 
disposed  to  their  white  brethren  of  the  English  colonies, 
they  veutured  the  friendly  task  of  giving  them  such  wise 
and  excellent  counsel  and  advice,  as  is  worthy  of  being 
re-produced  on  this  occasion,  although  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  years  have  passed  away  since  its  delivery  on 
the  banks  of  the  Couestoga. 
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Governor  Db  Witt  Clinton,  in  his  address  before  the 
Historical  Society  of  N^ew  York,  December  6,  1811, 
quotes  the  foregoing  address,  and  says  :  "  This  ancient 
and  cementing  principle  of  union  and  fraternity,  which 
has  connected  them  in  friendship,  and  which  was  the 
basis  of  their  power,  and  the  pillar  of  their  greatness, 
has  been  entirely  driven  from  them.  Party,  in  all  its 
forms  and  violence,  rages  among  them  with  uncontrolled 
sway.  The  nations  are  split  up  into  fragments  ;  the  son 
is  arrayed  against  the  father ;  brother  against  brother ; 
families  against  families;  tribes  against  tribes.  They 
are  divided  into  factions — religious,  political  and  per- 
sonal ;  Christian  and  Pagan ;  American  and  British— 
the  followers  of  Cornplanter  and  Eed  Jacket,  of  Skon- 
adoi  and  Captain  Peter.  The  minister  of  destruction 
is  hovering  over  them ;  and  before  the  passing  away  of 
the  present  generation,  not  a  single  Iroquois  will  be  seen 
in  this  State." 

This  sad  picture,  although  true  to  some  extent,  was 
somewhat  overdrawn  in  consequence  of  the  agitation 
and  disputes  which  preceded  the  war  with  England  in 
1812 ;  the  Indian  tribes  being  divided  ui)on  that  ques- 
tion, some  of  them  taking  up  the  hatchet  for  England,  and 
others,  among  whom  were  the  Six  Nations,  for  the  U  nited 
States.  But  Gov.  De  Witt  Clinton's  prophecy  has  ut- 
terly failed.  The  influence  and  example  of  Cornplan- 
TER,  assisted  by  other  good  men,  white  as  well  as  red, 
leading  their  people  to  agriculture,  and  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  temperance,  has  saved  from  destruction  a  rem- 
nant of  the  brave  and  once  powerful  nations,  who  lived 
on  these  rivers  and  lakes,  and  possessed  the  land,  both 
far  and  near. 
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Here,  at  the  grave  of  the  venerated  Cornplanter,  we 
can  see  the  results  of  his  principles,  his  measures  and 
example.  Here  he  rests  from  his  labors,  but  his  works 
do  follow  him.  I  see  this  in  the  evidences  of  civiliza- 
tion, industry  and  competency  around  me.  I  see  it  in  the 
countenances  of  these  intelligent  and  respectable  people 
of  the  Indian  race,  who  are  endeavoring  to  imitate  his 
example,  and  who  come  here  this  day  to  do  honor  to  his 
immortal  memory. 

The  Indian  name  of  the  venerable  Chief,  to  whose 
memory  this  monument  is  erected,  is  written  in  different 
manners,  in  publication  documents  and  papers,  which 
have  come  imder  my  notice.  At  the  treaty  of  Fort  Har- 
mer,  his  name  was  given  thus :  "  Gy-ant-wa-chi-a ;"  and 
this  orthography  I  prefer.  It  means  The  Planter.  But 
it  is,  also,  elsewhere  written, "  Gy-ant-wa-hia,"  and  in  this 
form  it  appears  on  this  monument;  also  "Ki-on-twog- 
ky,"  "  Gy-ant-wa-ka,"  "  Ki-end-twoh-ke,"  and  "Oy-ent- 
wo-kee."  In  Mr.  Day's  historical  collection  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Mr.  Stone's  Life  of  Eed  Jacket,  and  in  some 
other  modern  works,  he  is  named,  "  Ga-nio-di-euh,"  or 
"  Handsome  Lake;"  but  this  is  an  error.  That  was  the 
name  of  a  half-brother  of  our  Chief,  who  was  also  desig- 
nated as  the  prophet,  to  whom  I  shall  hereafter  have  oc- 
casion to  refer.  Our  Chief  was  frequently  designated  as 
Captain  O'Bail,  or  Abeel,  (Captain  being  the  highest 
military  distinction  known  to  the  Indians  ;)  but  he  was 
generally  named  and  best  known  as  Corkplanter  or 
The  Cornplanter. 

He  was  born  at  Ganowaugus,  otherwise  written  Cone- 
waugus,  an  important  town  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  situ- 
ated on  the  Genessee  river,  and  on  the  trail  or  main  road 
through  the  country  of  the  Six  Nations,  to  Niagara. 
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We  have  no  precise  knowledge  of  tlie  date  of  liis  birtli. 
He  has  been  heard  to  say,  that  he  and  General  Wash- 
ington were  about  the  same  age.  This  would  place  his 
birth  in  the  year  1732.  In  1831,  Thomas  Struthers, 
Esq.,  of  Warren,  visited  Oornplanter  at  his  house,  in 
this  town,  on  which  occasion  the  Chief,  in  answer  to  the 
question,  "  How  old  are  you  ?"  replied,  "  One  hundred 
years."  I  saw  him  in  the  summer  of  1834.  At  my  in- 
terview with  him,  Mr.  George  Powers,  of  Franklin, 
Venango  county,  acted  as  interpreter.  On  that  occasion 
he  said  he  was  more  than  one  hundred  years  of  age.  A 
leai'ned  writer,*  speaking  of  a  younger  brother  of  Corn- 
planter,  named  "  Ganeodiyo,  or  Handsome  Lake,"  says 
''he  was  born  at  tiie  Indian  village  of  Ga-no-wau-ges, 
near  Avon,  about  the  year  1735."  He  was  a  half-brother 
of  our  hero,  having  the  same  mother.  Mr.  Thatcher, 
in  his  Indian  biography,  and  some  other  writers,  have 
fallen  into  the  gross  error  of  making  their  relationship 
through  a  common  father.  I  refer,  in  this  connection,  to 
the  statement  of  the  time  of  the  birth  of  "  Handsome 
Lake,"  in  conjunction  with  the  other  facts  mentioned,  as 
corroborative  of  the  probability,  that  the  subject  of  these 
remarks  was  born  about  the  year  1732. 

At  that  period,  the  trade  with  the  Six  Nations  was 
chiefly  in  the  hands  of  the  English.  One  of  their  princi- 
pal traders  was  John  ABeel,!  generally  named  O'BAiii 


*  Mr.  Morgan. 

1 1  have  recently  been  informed  that  John  ABeel,,  the  father  of  Corn- 
PiiANTEB,  was  a  Hollander  or  Dutchman.  The  inaccurate  way  of  writing 
the  name  CBail,  has  given  rise  to  the  statement,  generally  believed,  that 
he  was  of  a  different  nation.  I  learn  that  Corn  planter  visited  a  nephew 
of  John  ABeel,  who  resided  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  their  relar- 
Aionship  was  recognized.    I  have  this  information  from  a  great-grand-son 
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©r  O'Bebl  ;  his  name  is  mentioned  in  tlie  annals  of  tHat 
period  on  several  occasions.  At  one  time  it  is  stated,  that 
He  made  presents  of  considerable  value  to  the  Indians.  It 
was  one  of  the  hospitable  customs  of  these  people,  to  giver 
their  friends  a  wife.  John  ABeel  had  his  Indian  squaw, 
and  OoKNFLANTER  was  the  fruit  of  that  temsporary  union. 
Although  we  have  no  certain  information  on  the  subject, 
I  think  it  probable  that  the  mother  was  the  daughter  of 
an  Indian  Sachem^.  I  infer  this  from  the  fact,  that  the 
best  and  most  respectable  traders  of  that  period,  were 
regarded  with  great  favor  by  the  Indians,  and  also  from 
the  important  circumstance,  that  three  of  her  sons  were 
recognized  as  Chiefs  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  namely :  her 
celebrated  son,  Oornplantbe,  and  her  younger  sons,. 
Ga-ne-o-di-yo,  or  Handsome  Lake,  and  Ta-wan-ne-ars, 
or  Blacksnake. 

We  may  also  reasonably  infer  that  she  faithfully  and 
carefully  discharged  her  duty  to  her  offspring,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  light  and  knowledge  which  she  possessed. 
It  was  the  Indian  woman  who  planted  the  fields  of  corn, 
and  kept  tlie  wigwam,  when  the  hunter  was  in  the  forest^ 
or  the  wai'rior  was  upon  the  war  patlh  Their  attach- 
ment to  localities  was  greater  than  that  of  the  Indian 
men.  It  sometimes  happened  that  Indian  women  inter- 
posed to  prevent  grant  of  lands  by  the  chiefs  and  war- 
riors. They  desired  to  in'eserve  their  wigwams,  their 
fields  and  their  orchaixis.  The  father  of  Oornplaistter 
being  absent,  chiefly  residing  at  Albany,  or  on  the  Mo- 
hawk river,  the  mother's  influence  v^as  uncontrolled.    I 

of  the  Bephew  referred  to.  The  original  manner  of  writing  the  name  was- 
ABeel.  The  family  now  write  it  Abeel.  I  regret  that  the  name  is.in- 
aocurately  engraved  on  the  monument  erected  at  Jennesadaga. 


THE   CORNPLA^TER  MEMORIAL.  33 

cMnk  it  highly  probable  that  the  remarkable  attachment 
to  the  land,  exhibited  by  Cornplanter  on  all  occasions, 
was  the  result,  in  some  good  degree,  of  the  teachings  of 
his  mother.  When  he  speaks  at  the  treaties,  or  sends  a 
"talk"  or  a  message  to  the  Chief  of  the  thirteen  tires, 
or  to  "  Corlear,"  (New  York,)  or  to  "  Onas,"  (Pennsyl- 
vania,) he  says :  "  We  do  not  want  money  or  goods  :  wc 
want  homes,-  we  want  land^  the  trader's  goods  soon 
wear  out,  the  land  lasts  forever." 

CORNPLANTER  refers  to  his  birth  and  childhood  in  his 
Interesting  address  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
1822,  when  the  question  of  taxing  his  property,  herein- 
after mentioned,  was  raised. 

"I  feel  it  my  duty  to  send  a  speech  to  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania  at  this  time,  and  inform  him  the  place 
where  I  was  from ;  which  was  Counewaugus,  on  the  Gen- 
•essee  river, 

"  When  I  was  ,a  child,  I  played  with  the  butterfly,  the 
grasshopper  and  the  frogs.  As  I  grew  up,  I  began  to 
pay  some  attention  and  i^lay  with  the  Indian  boys  in  the 
neighborhood,  aud  they  took  notice  of  my  skin  being  of 
a  different  color  from  theirs,  and  spoke  about  it.  I  in- 
quired of  my  mother  the  cause,  and  she  told  me  that  my 
father  was  a  resident  of  Albany.  I  still  ate  my  victuals 
out  of  a  bark  dish — I  grew  up  to  be  a  young  man,  and 
married  me  a  wife— but  I  h<ad  no  kettle  or  gun.  I  then 
knew  where  my  father  lived  and  went  to  see  him,  and 
found  he  was  a  white  man  and  spoke  the  English  lan- 
I  guage."* 

The  period  when  Cornplanter  and  his  family  re- 
moved from  Oonnewaugus  and  the  Genessee  country  is 

*  Journal  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  1822-23. 
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linknowu.  Probably  not  until  liis  native  town  was  dt>- 
stroyed  by  General  Sullivan,  in  bis  expedition  against 
the  Six  I^ations,  in  1779.  Of  that  expedition,  Ooen- 
PLANTER  speaks  in  his  address  to  General  WASHixaroN 
in  1790.  From  the  strong  and  eloquent  languag*e  used 
by  him,  and  which  I  shall  have  occasion  hereafter  to  cite, 
it  is  probable  he  was  an  eye  witness  of  the  desolation  pro- 
duced by  Sullivan's  army. 

Of  the  early  career  of  Ooenplantek,  we  have  but  lit- 
tle information.  It  is  generally  understood  that  his  first 
appearance  as  a  warrior,  was  at  the  battle  of  the  Monon- 
gahela,  in  17->o,  where  Braddock  was  defeated,  and 
that  he  fought  on  the  side  of  the  Freuch  in  that  bloody 
tield. 

A  word  here  explanatory  of  the  i)osition  of  the  Sene- 
cas,  and  their  relations  with  the  Indians  of  the  League, 
and  other  neighboring  nations,  may  be  useful.  The- 
Seneca  tribe  was  more  exposed  to  the  French  and  their 
Indian  allies  on  the  lower  Ohio  and  the  lakes,  than  the 
other  members  of  the  League.  They  had  the  impor- 
tant and  dangei'ous  duties  of  keeping  "the  western  door 
of  the  long  bouse,"  as  they  termed  their  ^wssessions. 
Their  watch  and  ward  extended  from  the  Susquehanna 
to  the  Ohio  and  great  lakes.  The  duplicity,  and  in  fact 
treachery  of  the  English  crown,  during  the  reign  of  the 
St^takts,  in  not  only  abandoning  the  Six  Nations  in 
their  war  with  the  French  which  they  had  undertaken^ 
in  the  interest  of  the  English,  but  when  the  League  had 
defeated  the  French  and  well-nigh  conquered  them,  the 
I'nglish  government  compelled  them  to  make  peace  with 
France,  and  submit  to  the  terms  which  the  Freuch  dic- 
tated.    These  termxs,  however^  could  not  concede  to  the 
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Freucli  a  region  of  country  from  which  they  had  been 
expelled,  and  which  was  in  fact  occupied  by  the  Six  Na- 
tions ;  and  thus  the  whole  country,  south  of  the  chain  of 
the  great  lakes,  was  rescued  from  Canada.  Eeferring  to 
this  period,  Mr.  Bancroft  says :  "  In  the  course  of  events, 
Kew  York  owes  its  present  northern  boundary  to  the 
valor  of  the  Five  Nations.  But  for  them,  Canada  would 
have  embraced  the  basin  of  the  St.  Lawrence."*  Al- 
though the  Six  Nations  were  afterwards  informed  that 
the  treachery  and  duplicity  herein  referred  to,  was  not 
approved  by  the  successors  of  the  Stuarts,  nor  by  the 
English  people,  but  was  the  result  of  the  bad  conduct 
of  English  kings  who  were  under  French  influence,  yet 
it  left  an  impression  on  their  minds  which  had  an  inju- 
rious effect  in  after  years. 

By  the  regulations  of  the  League,  in  cases  where  the 
United  Council  did  not  act  authoritatively  for  the  whole 
C/onfederacy,  it  appears  that  the  separate  tribes  were  not 
precluded  from  engaging  in  war ;  nor  individual  warriors 
l)revented  from  taking  up  the  hatchet,  as  inclination 
might  lead  them.  Acting  under  these  jiriuciples,  some 
of  the  Six  Nations  fought  on  the  side  of  the  French, 
during  the  war  of  1755  and  1762,  including  that  part  of 
the  Senecas  who  had  their  seat  north  of  the  Ohio,  and 
below  Fort  Duquesne;  and  some  on  the  upper  Ohio, 
now  called  Allegheny,  united  with  them.  From  these 
considerations  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  OoRX- 
PLANTBR,  then  a  warrior  of  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
was  on  the  war  path  at  Braddock's  defeat.  It  was 
I)robably  his  first  battle,  as  it  was  also  the  first  in  which 
our  Washington  was  engaged.    The  Indians   of  the 

*  History  United  States,  volume  II,  page  4^. 
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OIuo  and  the  lakes  were,  at  this  period,  more  api^rehen- 
sive  of  the  encroachments  of  the  Virginians  and  the  Eng- 
lish generally,  than  of  the  French.  The  former  were 
accompanied  by  the  laud  surveyor  and  the  woodman's 
axe  ;*  the  latter  had  in  their  train  only  the  engineer  to 
build  forts,  and  a  commissariat  which  supplied  the  wants 
of  the  Indians,  as  well  as  their  own.  Hence,  a  i^ortion 
of  the  Senecas,  of  the  upper  Ohio,  were  induced  to  take 
the  side  of  the  French.  Oorxplantee,  with  a  portion 
of  his  tribe,  probably  formed  a  part  of  that  martial  array 
which  we  are  told  set  forth  from  Fort  Venango,  at  the 
mouth  of  Venango  river,  now  called  French  creek, 
(Franklin,  Pennsylvania,)  for  the  forks  of  the  Ohio,  em- 
harked  in  three  hundred  canoes  and  batteaux,  and  hav- 
ing eighteen  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  French  war  closed  in  the  year  1703,  by  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht.  The  Indian  tribes  were  at  peace  with  each 
other  and  with  their  white  neighbors.  It  was  about  this 
time  that  Corxplanter  married  a  wife,  an  Indian 
woman  of  his  own  tribe.  Wlien  that  important  event 
took  place,  he,  himself,  informs  us,  that  he  was  not  well 
])ro\ided  for  housekeeping.  He  "had  no  gun,  and  his 
wife  no  kettle."  Under  the  impression  that  his  father 
would  provide  these  useful  articles  for  him,  he  made  a 
Journey  to  Albany,  to  see  him.  But  he  was  disappointed. 
In  Oorxplanter's  own  account  of  the  interview,  he 

*  a  few  years  later  than  this  period  the  Virginians  made  great  encroach- 
ments uix>n  the  boundary  of  the  Indians.  Lord  Dunmore  and  others,  - 
claimed  large  bodies  of  land  north  of  the  Ohio.  The  Indians,  for  a  long 
period  of  time,  claimed  that  the  Ohio  was  the  boundary  between  them  and  < 
the  whites.  In  1773  Lord  Dunmore  caused  surveys  to  be  made  at  the  Falls  | 
of  the  OMo ;  and  lands  in  that  region  are  now  held  under  his  warrants  and  , 
surveys.  '. 
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says :  "  When  I  started  home  my  father  gave  me  no  pro* 
vision  to  eat  on  the  way.  He  gave  me  neither  kettle 
nor  gun.  Neither  did  he  tell  me  that  the  United  States 
were  about  to  rebel  against  the  government  of  England." 
This  conduct  was  alike  unnatural  and  unjust.  For,  if 
the  result  of  the  French  war  had  impoverished  the 
Indian  trader,  of  which  we  have  no  knowledge,  he,  at 
least,  might  have  given  his  son  some  information  of  the 
dark  clouds  which  were  beginning  to  gather  between 
England  and  the  colonies,  and  which  soon  alterwards 
brought  on  the  Eevolutiouary  war.  Ooenplanter,  in 
the  address  just  referred  to,  intimates  that  it  was  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  questions  in  dispute,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  other  causes  which  he  mentions  in  his  address 
to  Washington,  in  1790,  led  the  Confederacy  to  take 
part,  in  favor  of  the  King  of  England,  in  the  war  which 
ensued. 

He  says,  in  the  address  referred  to,  he  was  opposed 
to  joining  in  the  conflict,  inasmuch  as  the  Indians  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  difficulties  that  existed  between 
the  two  parties.  If  he  had  more  clearly  understood  the 
points  in  dispute  his  opposition  might  have  been  more 
effective.  When  Brant,  early  in  the  year  1777,  with 
his  Mohawks,  had  organized  a  hostile  expedition,  in  con- 
nection with  some  loyalists  of  that  region,  to  attack 
Unadillo,  in  New  York,  on  the  Upper  Susquehanna,  an 
embassy  of  Sachems  and  war  Chiefs  of  the  Senecas  and 
Cayugas  repaired  to  Oghwago,  to  which  place  Brant 
had  advanced,  to  remonstrate  with  him  against  further 
hostilities  to  the  Americans.  Brant  yielded  to  their 
councils  and  protestations,  and  withdrew,  with  his  In- 
dians and  refugees,  into  the  Cayuga  country.    Brant's 
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csertioiis  and  interference  had  much  to  do  in  inducing 
the  Six  Nations  to  take  part  against  the  united  colonies. 
Xot  long  after  the  above  occurrence,  in  an  interview 
with  General  Herkimer,  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  he 
.said  :  "  The  Indians  were  in  concert  with  their  King,  as 
their  fathers  had  been.  The  King's  belts,  of  Wami3um, 
are  yet  lodged  with  them,  and  they  cannot  violate  their 
pledges.  General  HERin^^iER  and  his  followers  have 
joined  the  Boston  people  ag^ainst  their  sovereign.  And, 
although  the  Boston  people  were  resolute,  yet  the  King 
Avould  humble  them.  That  General  Schuyler  was  very 
smart  on  the  Indians,  at  the  treaty  of  German  Flats, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  was  not  able  to  afford  the  smallest 
article  of  clothing ;  and  finally,  that  the  Indians  had 
formerly  made  war  on  the  white  people,  when  they  were 
all  miitcd,  and  as  they  were  now  divided  the  Indians 
Avere  not  frightened."* 

But  when  the  representative  Chiefs  of  the  Confederacy 
at  Oswego,  at  a  general  council  held  in  the  summer  of 
1777,  decided  to  take  up  the  hatchet  for  the  King  of 
England,  Cornplaxter  and  his  tribe  considered  them- 
selves bound  by  the  decision.  His  nation  was  at  war, 
and  he  had  to  be  at  war.  As  the  boys  say  at  school, 
"  when  you  are  in  Rome,  you  must  do  as  Rome  does." 
iji  his  address  to  Washingto:!^,  at  Philadelphia,  in  1790, 
he  justifies,  or  at  least  palliates  the  conduct  of  his  nation 
in  taking  the  side  of  the  King,  in  the  following  eloquent 
and  impressive  words  :  "  Father,  when  you  kindled  your 
thirteen  fires  separately,  the  wise  men  assembled  at  them 
told  us  you  were  all  brothers — the  children  of  one  great 

*  Stone's  life  of  Brant,  quoting  from  the  Herkimer  papers  and  annals 
of  Tryon  county. 
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rather,  wlio  regarded  tlie  red  people  as  his  children. 
They  called  iisi  brothers,  and  invited  iis  to  theu-  protec- 
tion. They  told  us  that  he  resided  beyond  the  great 
water,  where  ihe  sun  iirst  rises,  and  that  he  wa«  a  King, 
whose  power  no  people  conld  resist,  and  that  his  good- 
ness was  as  bright  as  the  sun.  What  they  said  went  to 
our  hearts.  We  accepted  the  in^^tation  and  promised 
to  obey  him.  What  the  Seneca  nation  promise,  they 
faithfully  perform.  A¥hen  you  refused  obedience  to  that 
King',  he  commanded  us  to  a.ssist  his  beloved  men  in 
making  you  sober.  In  obeying  him,  we  did  no  more  than 
yourselves  had  led  us  to  promise.  AYe  were  deceived; 
but  your  people  teaching  us  to  confide  in  that  King,  had 
helped  to  deceive  us,  and  we  now  appeal  to  your  heart. 
Is  all  the  blame  oiu^s  •?" 

In  addition  to  these  considerations,  thus  cautiously 
presented  by  Cornplantek,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
hostilities  commenced  on  the  north-western  frontier  of 
Virginia,  by  the  cruel  and  unprovoked  war  waged  against 
the  Indians  by  the  land-jobbers,  under  tbe  direction  of 
the  notorious  Captain  Michael  Chesap^  had  a  decided 
^etfect  upon  the  Six  IsTations,  in  determining  on  which 
side  they  would  take  in  the  conflict  which  soon  followed. 
The  attrocious  murder  of  the  family  «>f  Logan^  by  OpvE- 
SAP,  is  well  known,  and  need  not  be  repeated  on  this  oc- 
casion. Logan  was  the  son  of  Shikellimus,  a  distin- 
guished Cayuga  Sachem.  James  Looan',  an  eminent 
member  of  the  Colonial  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  was  the 
friend  of  Shikellimus  ;  the  Sachem  Lad  named  his  son 
for  :Mr.  LooAN.  Conrad  Weiser,  the  Avell  known  Indian 
ngent  and  interpreter,  writing  from  Tulpehocken,  in 
Berks  county,  under  date  of  July  6.,  1747.  to  Secretary 
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Peters,  says :  "  Shikellimus  gives  bis  respects  to  Ms; 
old  friend,  Mr.  Logan.  He  intends  to  see  Mm  in  PMla- 
delpMa  before  next  fall."*  Shikellimus  liad  been  sent 
by  tlie  Six  ;N"ations  to  presiie  over  and  govern  the  Dela- 
wares,,  Shawaiiees,  Oonoys^  ^N'antikokes,  Monseys  and 
MoMcans.  This  interesting  fact  sliov/s  tlie  superior  pow- 
er and  authority  of  the  Six  Nations,  and  that  these  tribes 
were  subordinate  to  them.  Shikellimus  resided  at  Sha- 
mokiu,  a  large  Indian  village  near  the  junetion  of  the- 
I^orthi  and  We&t  Branches  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  the 
site  of  the  present  borough  of  Sunbury,  in  Northumber- 
land county,  Pennsylvania.  This  memorable  Sachem, 
governed  these  tribes  witli.  ability  and  integrity,  for  a 
great  many  years. 

Logan  had  a  temporary  residence  on,  Kishicokelas 
creek,  a  beautiful  limestone  spring,  a  mile  or  two  above 
the  wild  gorge  where  the  creek  passes  Jack's  mountain,, 
(now  ill  Mifflin  county,  Pennsylvania.)  Here  he  lived 
several  years.  This  was  before  the  year  1708,  when,  by 
the  treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,,  the  Indians  relinquished  to^ 
the  proprietary  government  all  tha.t  region  of  country.. 
He  then  moved  ^^ith  his  family  to  the  country  beyond 
the  Ohio,  and  fixed  his  cabirf  below  Wheeling,  where,  a 
few  years  later,  his  whole  family  were  barbarously  miu'- 
<lered.  On  the  Sciota,  in  1774,  lie  delivered  his  well 
known  speech  to  Lord  Dunmore,  lirst  published  m  Mr=. 
Jeffekson^s  notes  on  Tirginia.  A  careful  Mstorian, 
Mr.  Day,. says :  "That  it  is  now  well  authenticated  that 
Logan,  himself,  composed  the  si)eech,  and  that  the  com- 
mon supposition,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tke  author  of 
it,  is  an  error." 

*  Colonial  Records  of  Pennsj'lvaniji., 
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It  is  well  known  that  Logax,  born  at  Sliamokiu,  where 
the  Moravians  had  a  missionary  station,  received  some 
rudi mental  education  from  tbem,  and  was  baptized ;  his 
father,  Shikellimus,  giving  him  the  name  LoGxVN,  after 
his  friend  Jambs  Logan,  the  Secretary  of  the  Province. 
Logan's  speech,  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  though  often 
|)ublished,  I  insert  here.  It  was  as  follows :  "I  appeal 
to  any  white  man  to  say,  if  ever  he  entered  L')Gan's 
cabin  hungry,  and  he  gave  him  not  meat ;  if  ever  he  came 
naked,  and  he  clothed  him  not.  During  the  course  ol 
the  last  long  and  bloody  war,  Logan  remained  idle  in 
his  cabin,  an  advocate  for  peace.  Such  was  my  love  for 
the  whites  that  my  countrymen  pointed,  as  they  passed,, 
and  said,  '  Logan  is  the  fi-iend  of  white  men.'  I  had 
even  thought  to  have  lived  with  you,  but  for  the  inju- 
ries of  one  man,  Colonel  Oresap,  the  last  spring  in  cold 
blood,  and  unprovoked,  murdered  all  the  relations  of 
Logan,  not  e^-en  sparing  my  women  and  children.  There 
runs  not  a  drop  of  my  blood  in  the  veins  of  any  living" 
creatm-e.  This  called  on  me'for  revenge.  I  have  sought 
it.  I  have  killed  many.  I  have  fully  glutted  my  ven- 
geance. For  my  country  I  rejoice  at  the  beams  of  peace. 
But  do  not  harbor  a  thought  that  mine  is  the  joy  of  fear. 
Logan  never  felt  fear.  He  will  not  turn  his  heel  to  save 
his  life.     Who  is  there  to  mourn  for  Logan  ?     Not  one." 

The  cruel  nuuxler  of  the  family  of  Logan,  (himself  a 
distinguished  Chief,  and  the  friend  of  the  whites  and  of 
peace,)  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  Six  Nations, 
and  was  probably  one  of  the  causes  which  induced  them 
to  take  up  the  hatchet  for  the  King  of  England.  The 
final  decision,  as  already  stated,  w^as  made  at  Oswego, 
where  the  representative  Chiefs  and  warriors  were  a&- 
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sembled,  being-  di-awn  thither  by  the  united  exertions  of 
Sir  John  Joh^^^stox  and  Colonel  Johx  Butlee,  aided 
by  Beant,  the  indefatigible  and  bitter  enemy  of  the 
united  colonies.  The  British  commissioners  promised 
the  Indians  an  ample  reward  if  they  would  assist  the 
English  to  subdue  the  rebel  colonies.  The  Chiefs,  in  re- 
ply, stated  that  they  were  bound,  by  the  treaties  at  Ger- 
mon  Flats  and  Albany,  to  be  neutral  to  the  war.  Their 
objections,  however,  were  overcome,  by  the  commission- 
ers telling  them,  '•  that  the  people  of  the  colonies  were 
few  in  luimber,  and  would  be  easily  subdued ;  and  that, 
on  account  of  their  disobedience  to  the  King,  they  justly 
merited  all  the  punishment  that  it  was  possible  for  white 
men  and  Indians  to  inflict  upon  them."  "  The  King," 
they  said,  ^'  was  rich  and  powerful,  both  in  money  and 
subjects.  His  rum  was  as  plenty  as  the  water  in  Lake 
Ontario,  and  his  men  as  numerous  as  the  sands  upon  its 
shore.  And  the  Indians  were  assured  that  if  they  would 
assist  in  the  war,  and  j^ersevere  in  their  friendship  for 
the  King,  until  its  close,  they  should  never  want  for 
goods  or  money."  Overcome  by  these  importunities, 
and  by  a  recital  of  the  injiuies  they  had  received  from 
some  of  the  people  of  the  colonies,  aided  by  a  display 
of  a  large  quantity  of  trinkets,  blankets,  clothes,  guns, 
and  other  articles  and  implements,  the  Indians  concluded 
a  treaty  of  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  and  took  up  the 
hatchet  against  the  united  colonies.  At  the  close  of  the 
treaty,  each  Indian  was  i^resented  with  a  suit  of  clothes, 
a  brass  kettle,  a  gun,  a  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife,  a 
/quantity  of  ammunition  and  a  piece  of  gold.  Mary 
Jemison,  fi'om  whom  we  quote  this  statement,  says,  "  as 
late  as  1823,  the  brass  kettles  received  at  Oswego.,  were 
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iu  use  by  the  Senecas."  Here  Oornplanter,  no  doubt, 
secured  the  "gun  and  kettle"  which  he  had,  iu  vain, 
exi^ected  from  liis  fatlier.  And  the  contrast  between 
these  niunilicent  gifts,  and  the  fact  stated  by  Brant, 
that  General  Schuyler,  at  the  treaty  of  German  Flats, 
was  not  able  to  afford  to  the  Indians  the  smallest  arti- 
cle of  clothing,  no  doubt  assisted  to  turn  the  scale  in 
favor  of  the  King. 

During  the  military  operations  which  followed  this  im- 
portant transaction,  Oorxplanter  fought  against  the 
United  States.  It  is  said  that  he  was  in  the  bloody  bat- 
tle of  Wyoming,  which  occurred  on  the  od  of  July,  1778. 
It  is  considered  to  be  a  doubtful  point,  whether  the  cele- 
brated Brais'T  was  in  that  battle.  There  is  high  poeti- 
cal authority*  in  favor  of  it,  and  some  corroborative 
evidence  of  the  fact.  But  there  is  no  evidence  that  has 
c*ome  under  my  notice,  tliat  Cornplantek  Avas  pre- 
sent. 

CoRNPLAXTER  was  with  his  tribe,  in  endeavoring  to 
resist  the  advance  of  General  Sullivan  into  the  coun- 
try of  the  Six  Nations,  in  the  year  1779.  He  Avas  pre- 
sent and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  New  Town,  the  pre- 
sent site  of  Elmira,  New  York,  Avhere  the  Indians  and 
British  troops,  the  latter  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
John  Butler,  were  signally  defeated.  Cornplanter 
and  Red  Jacket  were  A\ith  the  Senecas.  We  do  not 
kuoAv  which  of  these  Chiefs  had  the  immediate  command 
of  the  warriors  of  that  tribe.  It  is  known,  however, 
that  Brant,  who  had  by  general  consent  a  superior  au- 
thority, charged  Red  Jacket  Avith  being  the  principal 

*  Campbell's  Gertrude  of  Wyoming. 
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cause  of  tlie  disaster  of  tbat  day,  and  said  that  altliougli 
be  was  a  great  orator,  be  was  no  warrior;  on  tbe  cou- 
trary,  be  was  a  coward.  lu  a  council  beld  some  years 
afterwards,  Corxplaxter  made  a  simibir  cbarge  against 
Eed  Jacket,  to  wbicb  tbe  bitter  replied,  "I  am  an  ora- 
tor— I  was  born  an  orator." 

Tbis  decisive  action  on  tbe  Cbemung,  was  followed  by 
tbe  devastation  of  tbe  Indian  towns  and  settlements 
tbrougbout  tbe  country  of  tbe  Senecas  and  Oayugas. 
They  had  several  towns  and  many  large  villages  laid 
out  with  a  considerable  degree  of  regularity.  They  bad 
framed  houses,  some  of  them  well  finished,  and  i)ainted 
and  having  chimneys.  They  had  broad  and  productive 
fields,  and  in  addition  to  abundance  of  apples,  they  bad 
orchards  of  peaches,  pears  and  plums.  But  after  the 
battle  of  New  Town,  terror-  led  the  van  of  the  invader, 
whose  approach  was  heralded  by  watchmen  stationed 
upon  every  height,  and  desolation  followed  weeping  in 
his  train.  The  Indians  every  where  fled,  as  Sullivax 
advanced,  and  the  Avbole  country  was  swept  as  with  the 
besom  of  destruction.  Towns  were  burned,  fields  laid 
waste,  cattle  destroyed  and  the  orchards  cut  down.* 
OoRNPLANTER  was  a  sad  witness  to  tbe  destruction  of 
his  own  home  and  village,  and  tbat  of  bis  people.  He 
refers  to  these  scenes  most  eloquently,  in  bis  address  to 
Washixgtox,  in  1792.  "When  your  army  entered  the 
country  of  tbe  Six  I*^atious,  we  called  you  tbe  "  town 
destroyer ;"  and  to  tbis  day,  when  that  name  is  heard, 
our  women  look  behind  them,  and  turn  pale,  and  our  chil- 
dren  cling  close  to  tbe  necks  of  thek  mothers.     Oiu* 

*  Stone  in  his  Life  of  Brant. 
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councillors  and  wjirriors  are  men,  and  cannot  be  afraid, 
but  their  hearts  are  grieved  with  the  fears  of  women  and 
children." 

This  expedition  of  Gencu^al  Sulliv,vn\s,  was  followed 
by  numerous  retaliations  by  the  Indians.  The  most 
prominent  of  which  was  the  invasion  of  8choharie  and 
its  destrnction,  together  with  the  towns  and  settlements 
in  the  valley  of  the  3[ohav.'lc.  Whilst  Sir  Jonx  John- 
ston and  BuANT  had  th(>  principal  command,  Goen- 
PLANTER  led  his  tribe  in  this  invasion,  and  was  in  the 
battle  of  Klock's  Field,  on  the  Moliawk  river ;  the  result 
of  which  was  a  decided  check  upon  the  Indians  and  their 
allies,  and  compelled  them  to  fall  back- to  Oswego. 

The  residence  of  John  ABeel,  the  father  of  Corn- 
planter,  was  in  the  viciidty  of  the  recent  battle  ground. 
Before  retiring  with  his  warriors,  C'jrnplanter  made  a 
detour  in  the  direction  of  his  father's  residence,  and  took 
him  prisoner.  After  taking  him  a  few  miles  into  the 
forest,  he  made  to  him  the  following  address  :  "  My  name 
is  John  ABeel,  commonly  called  Oornplanter.  I  am 
your  son.  You  are  my  father.  You  are  my  i^risoner, 
and  subject  to  the  customs  of  Indian  warfare.  But  you 
shall  not  be  harmed.  You  need  not  fear.  I  am  a  war- 
rior. Many  are  the  scalps  I  have  taken.  I  am  your  son. 
I  was  anxious  to  see  you,  and  greet  you  in  friendship.  I 
went  to  your  cabin  and  took  you  by  force  ;  but  your  life 
shall  be  spared.  Indians  love  their  friends  and  their 
kindred,  and  treat  them  Avitli  kindness.  If  you  choose 
to  follow  the  fortunes  of  your  red  son,  and  live  with  our 
people,  I  will  cherish  your  old  age  with  i)lenty  of  veni- 
son, and  you  shall  live  easy.  But  if  it  is  your  choice  to 
return  to  yoiu'  friends,  and  live  with  your  white  children. 
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I  will  send  a  party  of  my  trusty  youii^'  men  to  couduct 
you  back  in  safety.  I  respect  you,  my  father.  You  have 
been  friendly  to  Indians.  They  are  your  friends."  This 
address  shews  the  magnanimity  of  Corxplaxter,  and 
that  he  could  forget  his  ftither's  neglect  to  supply  him 
Avith  a  "  gun  and  kettle,"  on  the  occasion  hereinbefore 
mentioned.  The  elder  ABeel  declined  the  offer.  His 
son  fulfilled  his  word,  and  gave  his  father  a  suitable  es- 
cort. He  returned  to  his  dwelling  in  safety.  The  proud 
Seneca  and  his  warriors  moved  off  to  their  own  wilds.* 
These  events  trauvSpired  in  1780.  Of  the  subsequent  mili- 
tary career  of  Cornp lanter,  little  is  known.  He  proba- 
bly participated  in  the  skirmishes  and  expeditions  dur- 
ing the  subsequent  years  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and 
until  its  close.  He  never  spoke  in  after  life  of  his  career 
as  a  Chief  or  w\arrior ;  and  history  gives  us  no  details  of 
these  exi)editions  and  skirmishes,  except  as  to  the  sec- 
ond invasion  of  the  Mohawk  valley,  and  the  battle  of 
Durlagh,  in  1781,  in  which  there  is  no  mention  of  Oorn- 
PLAXTER  being  present. 

The  United  States  successfully  maintained  by  the 
sword  the  principles  announced  on  the  4th  of  July,  177G, 
at  Philadelphia ;  and  England,  at  the  close  of  the  war  in 
1783,  acknowledged  their  independence.  From  that  pe- 
riod GornpjjANter  became  the  friend  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  uniform  and  consistent  advocate  for  peace. 

*  This  anecdote  is  related  in  ^Iary  Jamison's  narrative,  and  is  cited 
})y  Mr.  Stone,  in  his  interesting  life  of  Brant,  wherein  the  author  says 
"  In  every  instance  in  which  he  lias  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  by  other 
authorities,  the  correctness  of  Mart  Jamison's  statement,  they  have 
jjroved  to  be  remarkably  correct."  Mr.  Stone  adds:  "Cornplantek 
was  an  able  man,  distinguished  in  subsequent  negotiations ;  he  was  an 
eloquent  orator  and  a  great  advocate  for  temperance." 
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He  put  fortb,  on  all  occasions,  his  best  efforts  to  secure 
the  friendship  of  the  United  States,  and  to  preserve  his 
nation  from  the  destruction  which  seemed  so  eminently 
impending.  England^  in  her  treaty  of  peace,  made  no 
provision  for  her  allies  of  the  Six  Nations.  Many  of  the 
Chiefs  of  the  latter  were  disposed  to  make  common 
cause  with  tlie  other  Indians  of  the  continent,  and  con- 
tinue the  war.  But  tho  sagacious  mind  of  Coexplajnter 
led  him  to  the  just  conclusion,  that  a  continuance  of  the 
war  would  be  the  destruction  of  his  nation  and  tribe. 
He  was  the  chief  instrument  in  effecting-  the  treaty  of 
peace  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  1784. 

There  had  been  a  former  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix, 
namely :  on  the  5th  of  November,  1768,  between  the  Pro- 
prietors of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Chief  of  the  Six  Nations. 
The  territory  granted  to  Pennsylvania,  is  particularly  de- 
scribed in  the  second  volume  of  Smith's  Laws  of  Penn- 
sylvania, page  122-3.  At  the  second  treaty  of  Fort  Stan- 
wix, held  in  October,  1784,  the  Pennsylvania  commis- 
sioners inquired  what  creek  was  meant  by  Tiadaghton, 
also  the  Indian  name  of  Burnett's  hills,  which  was  left 
blank  in  the  deed  of  1768.  The  Indians  then  said  that 
Tiadaghton,  is  the  same  creek  which  the  whites  called 
Pine  creek,  (now  in  Lycoming  county.)  As  to  Burnett's 
hills,  they  called  them  the  ''  Long  mountains,"  and  knew 
them  by  no  other  name.  The  boundaries  established  by 
the  treaty  of  October  23, 1784,  made  the  said  Pine  creek 
the  line,  and  down  the  same  to  its  mouth,  on  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Susquehanna :  thence  up  the  south  side 
thereof  to  the  fork  of  the  same  river,  which  lies  nearer  to 
a  place  on  the  Ohio  river,  (Allegheny,)  called  Kittan- 
uing,  and  from  the  fork  by  a  straight  line  to  Kittanning, 
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•and  thence  clown  tlie  said  river  Ohio,  to  where  the  west" 
em  bounds  of  Pennsylvania  crosses  the  same  river. 

OonxPL^NTER  "very  well  knew,"  says  Mr.  Stone,  in 
his  life  of  Red  Jacket,  "  that  by  assenting  to  the  large 
'Cessions  of  territory  exacted  by  the  treaty,  lie  was  jeo- 
pardizing his  popularity  with  his  people.  But  if  others 
had  not,  ho  had  the  sagacity  to  perceive,  that  although 
he  and  his  people  had  served  the  crown  of  Great  Britain 
with  all  fidelity,  they  had  nevertheless  been  abandoned 
to  their  fate  by  their  more  powerful  ally,  and  the  alter- 
native was  presented  to  them  of  giving  up  as  much  of 
their  territory  as  the  United  States  demanded,  or  of 
yielding  the  whole  of  it.  His  course,  and  it  was  also  the 
coiu\se  of  wisdom,  was  i^rescribed  by  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  and  by  th3  energy  and  ability  with  which  he  con* 
ducted  the  negotiation,  he  yet  retained  for  his  people 
an  ample  and  beautiful  territory.  He  was  the  most 
prominent  Indian  Chief  in  the  treaty  of  Fort  Harmer, 
in  1781). 

By  this  treaty  other  grants  of  land  were  made.  The 
cession  of  the  Presque  Isle  lands,  is  dated  January  9, 
1789,  in  which  the  signing  Chiefs  acknowledge  the  right 
of  soil  and  jurisdiction  over  that  tract  of  country,  ceded 
by  Kew  York  and  3Iassachusetts,  on  the  margin  of  Lake 
Erie,  including  Presque  Isle,  and  the  bays  and  harbors 
above  the  margin  of  Lake  Erie.  This  territory  was  af- 
terwards, namely,  on  the  loth  of  April,  1791,  purchased 
from  the  United  States,  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  consideration  of  S151,()40  25,  paid  in  Continental 
certificates  of  various  descriptions. 

CoiixPLA^TER  was  present  as  a  prominent  Chief,  at 
the  treaty  held  with  the  Indians,  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  in 
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tlie  year  1789.  On  this  occasion,  an  elegant  entertain- 
ment was  provided  The  utmost  satisfaction  appeared 
to  prevail  among  all  the  parties  to  the  treaty.  Good 
wine  was  served  after  the  dinner,  and  Coknplantek 
being  called  on  for  a  toast,  took  up  a  glass  and  said  : 
"  I  thank  tlie  (xre^it  Spirit  for  this  opportunity  of  smok- 
ing the  pipe  of  friendship  and  love.  May  we  plant  our 
own  vines,  be  the  fathers  of  our  own  children,  and  main- 
tain them." 

The  services  of  Cornplanter  on  this,  and  other  oc- 
casions, were  highly  appreciated  by  the  Ohio  Land  Com- 
pany. This  company  was  formed  in  178G,  by  officers  of 
the  army  of  the  lievoliition.  At  the  close  of  tlie  war  of 
1783,  the  officers  and  soldiers  were  paid  in  Loan  Office 
certificates,  worth,  in  specie,  about  2s,  (kl.  in  the  £.  On 
the  loth  June,  1783,  a  large  number  of  them,  with  the 
approval  of  Washington,  memorialized  Congress  for 
lands  to  settle  on  north-west  of  the  Ohio  river.  The  ae-»^ 
tion  of  the  Government  in  this  matter  does  not  veryll 
clearly  appear,  although  it  seems  that  the  officers  of  thfe. 
Treasury  recognized  the  validity  of  an  arrangement  ti^' 
receive  loan  certificates  in  payment  for  the  land.  Iii, 
1786,  the  Ohio  company  was  organized,  and  by  the:? 
agents  contracted  with  the  Government  for  1,500,000 
■aeres  of  land,  in  the  North- Western  territory,  for  $l,000y- 
000,  in  Loan  Office  certificates,  reduced  to  specie  vakv^.^^ 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  and  agents  of  the  com^^; 
pany,  held  at  Campus  Martins,  (Marietta,)  Ohio,  Feb-, 
ruary  9,  1789,  the  following  proceedings  were  had:         ; 

"  Whereas,  Gyantwachia^,  or  The  Cornplanteii,  a; ' 
Chief  of  the  Seneca  nation,  has  since  the  treaty  of  peace, 
made  in  the  year  1784,  between  the  LTnited  States  and 
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tlie  Indian  nations,  in  many  instances,  been  of  great  ser- 
vice to  the  United  States  j  and  the  friendship  he  has 
manifested  to  the  proprietors  of  hind  purchased  by  the 
Ohio  company,  has  been  of  particular  service  to  them ;: 
therefore, 

Besolved,  That  one  mile  square  of  the  donation  lands- 
be  granted  to  Gyaxtwachia,  ai^d  his  heirs  forever^ 
in  such  place  as  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
proper  places  &£  settlement  shall  assign  ;■  and  that  the 
duties,  conditions  and  limitations  required  of  other  set- 
tlers on  such  land,  shall  in  this  grant  be  dispensed  with. 
And  the  said  committee  of  five  are  directed  to  give  him 
a  deed  accordingly." — lOhio  Company  Records,  p,  54.} 

The  above  intei'esting  transacti<)n  was  communicated 
to  me  by  W.  S.  Wakd,  Esq.,  of  Marietta,  Ohio.  He 
;  saySy  however,  that  there  is  no  evidence,  so  far  as  he- 
can  learn,  that  the  committee  or  agents  ever  selected 
this  "  mile  square,"  donated  to  Ooknplanter;  conse- 
qtuently  he  received  no  deed  for  the  land.  Probably 
there  may  be  some  documents  on  this  subject  among  the 
jjapers  of  Ooknplantek.  The  Chief  always  carefully 
preserved  his  important  papers^  and  they  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  his  decendants  at  Jennesedaga. 

The  grants  of  lands  made  at  these  treaties,  gave  of- 
fence to  many  of  the  Senecas  and  others  of  the  Six  l^a- 
;ti43iis,  led  on  by  the  opposition  of  Ebd  Jacket  and 
.BiKANT.  He  was  not  only  vilified  and  misrepresented, 
biit  his  life  Avas  even  threatened.  He  resolved  to  pre- 
sent to  Ms  friend,  and  the  friend  of  the  human  race, 
.Washington,  the  condition  of  Ins  nation  and  his  own 
XiCril, 

Oornplanteu  came  to  Philadelphia/,  by  the  way  of 
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Fort  Franklin  and  Fort  Pitt,  traveling  with  liis  party 
down  tlie  Allegheny  river  in  canoes.  At  Fort  Franklin, 
ensign  Jeffeks,  of  the  1st  Pennsylvania  regiment,  was 
in  command.  He  furnished  om*  Chief  with  a  letter  of 
recommendation,  in  which  he  says :  "  The  bearer  hereof, 
Otentwokee,  the  head  Chief  of  the  Seneca  nation,  is  an 
imdoiibted  friend  of  the  United  States.  When  the  In- 
dians have  stolen  horses  and  other  things  from  our  peo- 
ple, I  have  known  him,  with  the  greatest  dignity,  to  give 
orders  for  them  to  be  returned.  I  never  knew  his  or- 
ders to  be  disobeyed.  When  the  people  of  Onssewago 
(now  Meadville)  were  about  to  fly  on  account  of  unfa- 
vorable reports  about  some  of  the  Southern  (Western) 
Indians,  he  sent  a  speech  to  me,  in  which  lie  said,  *  he 
wished  the  people  to  keep  their  minds  easy,  and  take 
care  of  the  corn  fields,  that  the  Six  Nations  were  friends ; 
that  should  the  Western  Indians  invade  the  settlements, 
he  would  gather  his  warriors  and  help  to  drive  them 
to  the  setting  of  the  sun.'  In  consequence  of  this,  the 
people  rested  easy.  On  his  arrival  here,  he  told  me  that 
should  I  be  invaded,  so  that  I  could  not  get  provisions, 
that  he  and  his  warriors  would  clear  the  way ;  he  said  that 
at  the  Coujicil  at  the  Muskingum  the  great  men  asked 
him  which  side  he  would  die  on  ?  He  told  them  on  the 
side  of  the  Americans,  He  says  he  is  of  the  same  mind 
yet.  Sundry  other  things  might  be  said,  but  as  he  is 
now  on  his  way  to  attend  the  Assembly  at  Philadelphia, 
I  will  only  recommend  him  to  the  j^articular  attention 
of  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania,  between  here  and 
that  place.  They  may  depend  upon  it,  that  they  not 
only  entertain  a  friend,  but  a  friend  of  great  consequence, 
for  the  Seneca  nation  is  so  much  governed  by  him,  that 
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if  lie  says  war,  it  is  war ;  and  if  he  says  jyeace,  it  is  peace. 
He  is,  therefore,  a  man  worthy  of  the  greatest  attention. 
The  other  Chiefs  with  him,  second  him  in  every  thing, 
and  are  men  worthy  of  great  attention." 

This  interesting  letter  was  addressed  "  To  the  good 
people  between  here  (Fort  Franklin)  and  Philadeli)hia." 
It  was  of  great  service  to  Corn^planter  on  his  journey ; 
and  when  he  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  he  placed  it  in  the 
hands  of  Governor  Mifflin.  The  paper  is  among  the 
archives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  endorsed  "  1790,  recom- 
mendary  letter  from  I.  JbffeRvS,  ensign  of  the  1st  Penn- 
sylvania regiment,  commanding  Fort  Franklin, on  French 
creek,  in  favor  of  Oyentwokbe,  or  Gornplantbr."  * 

It  appears  that  from  Pittsbm'g  to  Philadelphia,  Gorn- 
PLANTER  and  his  party  were  accompanied  by  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Nicholson,  the  interpreter.  Dr.  John  Wilkins, 
8r.,  writes  from  Shippensbnrg,  to  Gov.  Mifflin,  under 
date  October  14,  1790,  as  follows:  "I  have  just  met  at 
this  i^lace,  Gornplanteu,  and  the  other  Indian  Ghiefs, 
invited  by  Gouncil.  The  reasons  they  assign  for  being 
detained,  are  such  as  1  hope  will  induce  Council  to  exert 
themselves  in  doing  every  thing  in  their  power  to  give 
them  satisfaction.  Gornplanter  says  wiien  he  was 
preparing  to  come  down,  agreeably  to  the  invitation 
from  Gouncil,  his  nation  was  excited  to  great  tumult,  by 
the  killing  the  two  Chiefs,  on  Pine  creek,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  stay  to  pacify  them.  The  Shawanese  Indians, 
who  are  the  most  troublesome,  sent  a  message  to  the 
Seneca  nation,  telling  them,  that  unless  they  declared 
war  against  the  white  people,  they  should  be  cut  ott" 
This  message  had  to  be  taken  into  consideration  by  a 

*  Pennsylvania  Archives,  1790,  p.  86. 
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general  Council  of  tlie  Nation,  and  this  required  time. 
The  subject  of  this  visit  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Seneca  na- 
tion is  of  g^reat  consequence  to  the  j^eople  of  the  west- 
ern country.  The  conductor  and  interpreter,  Mr.  Joseph 
NiCHOLSo:^^,  has  brought  them  thus  fjir  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, but  his  money  being  exhausted,  I  have  advanced 
Mm  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  his  expenses  to  the  city.  I 
need  not  give  you  a  character  of  the  Cornplantbr  ;  his 
friendship  for  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  his  pacific 
temper  and  integrity  are  suflSciently  known."  * 

He  traveled  to  Philadelphia,  then  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  accompanied  by  his  steadfast 
friends  and  Chiefs  of  his  nation,  Half  TowiN"  and  Big 
Tree.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Chiefs  at  Philadelphia,  the>- 
had  an  official  audience  with  the  President,  on  which 
occasion  Cornplanter  made  an  eloquent  and  dignified 
address,  and  which  called  forth  an  appropriate  reply 
from  Washington,  To  Washington  he  said,  referring 
to  General  Sullivan's  destruction  of  the  Seneca  towns  -. 
"  We  called  you  the  '  town  destroyer,'  but  wlien  you  gave 
us  peace,  we  called  you  father,  because  you  promised  to 
secure  us  in  tlie  possession  of  our  lands.  Do  tJiis,  and 
so  long  as  the  lands  shall  rtmaiu,  that  beloved  name 
shall  live  in  the  heart  of  every  Seneca."  He  then  gives 
a  terse  and  clear  statement  of  the  means  taken  to  in- 
duce the  Six  JSTatious  to  make  such  extensive  grants  of 
their  lands — grants,  he  adds,  "  made  at  a  time  when  you 
told  us  that  we  were  in  your  hand,  and  that  by  closing 
it,  you  could  crush  us  to  nothing ;  and  you  demanded 
from  us  a  great  country  as  tlie  price  of  that  peace  which 
you  had  offered  us ;  as  if  our  want  of  strength  had  de- 

*  Pennsylvania  Archives,  1790,  p.  321. 
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stroyed  our  riglits."  Eeferring  to  his  own  conduct  and 
its  effect  upon  liis  tribe,  be  uses  the  following  eloquent 
and  patriotic  words  :  "  Father,  we  will  not  conceal  from 
3'ou,  that  the  Great  God,  and  not  man,  has  i>reserved 
The  OoRNPLAJ^fTER  from  the  hands  of  his  nation.  For 
they  continually  ask,  where  is  the  land  which  oiu*  chil- 
dren, and  their  children  after  them,  are  to  lie  down  upon? 
You  told  us,  say  they,  that  the  line  drawn  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Lake  Ontario,  would  mark  it  forever  on  the 
east,  and  the  line  running  from  Buffalo  creek  to  Penn- 
sylvania, would  mark  it  on  the  west,  and  we  see  that  it 
is  not  so.  You,  first  one  and  then  another,  comes  and 
takes  it  away  by  order  of  that  people,  which  you  tell  us 
promised  to  secure  it  to  us.  He  is  silent — for  he  ha8 
nothing  to  answer.  When  the  sun  goes  down,  he  opens 
his  heart  before  God  ;  and  earlier  than  the  sun  appears 
upon  the  hills,  he  gives  thanks  for  his  i>rotection  during 
the  night ;  for  he  feels,  that  among  men  become  des- 
perate by  their  danger— it  is  God  only  that  can  preserve 
him.  He  loves  peace  and  all  that  he  has  had  in  store, 
he  has  given  to  those  who  have  been  robbed  by  your 
people,  lest  they  should  ijlunder  the  innocent  to  re-pay 
themselves.  The  whole  season  which  others  have  em- 
ployed in  providing  for  their  families,  he  has  spent  in  his 
endeavors  to  preserve  peace.  At  this  moment  his  wife 
and  children  are  lying  upon  the  ground,  and  in  want  of 
food.  His  heart  is  in  pain  lor  them,  but  he  perceives 
that  the  Great  Spirit  will  try  his  firmness  in  doing  what 
is  right" 

Washington  made  an  appropriate  reply  to  this  ad- 
dress, which  he  caused  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  signed  by 
himself  and  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of  State, 
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and  presented  to  Oornplanter.  The  Chief  valued  this 
document  among  his  highest  treasures.  A  lithographic 
copy  of  it  has  been  prepared  for  this  occasion,  and  I  will 
annex  to  this  address,  a  copy  of  it  and  of  the  speeches  of 
Oornplanter  made  on  that  occasion.  A  single  remark 
made  by  Washington,  I  here  introduce.  "  The  merits 
of  Oornplanter,  and  his  friendship  for  the  United 
States,  are  well  known  to  me,  and  shall  not  be  forgot- 
ten." 

When  Oornplanter  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  Wash- 
ington was  absent  at  his  seat  in  Virginia.  In  his  ab- 
sence, the  Ohief  was  cordially  received  by  the  President 
and  members  of  the  Executive  Oouneil  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  the  Colonial  Records  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  following  minutes  appear.- 

-"  Phila.de£,phia,  Saturday,  October  23,  1790. 

"Presents — His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq., 
President.  Samuel  Miles,  Richard  Willing,  Zebu- 
lon  Potts,  Amos  Gregg  and  Lord  Butler,  Esquires. 
Oornplanter  and  five  other  Indian  Ohiefs  were  intro- 
duced to  Council.  The  President  informed  them,  that 
the  Supreme  Executive  Oouneil  of  Pennsylvania  was 
happy  to  see  them,  and  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to 
say.  The  Ohief  then  made  a  short  address,  and  asked 
for  further  time  to  conclude  what  to  say,  which  was 
granted." 

Subsequently  the  Chief  made  a  more  extended  speech, 
to  which  Governor  Mifflin  made  an  appropriate  reply. 
Vol.  XVI,  p.  490. 

Washington  continued  to  be  the  friend  of  Corn- 
planter  to  the  end  of  his  public  career,  and  this  confi- 
dence and  friendship  afforded  a  source  of  consolation 
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to  the  Chief,  for  the  dissatisfaction  of  a  portion  of  his 
tribe,  led  on  by  the  crafty  Red  Jacket,  who  opposed 
some  of  the  treaties,  and  favored  a  continuance  of  the 
war,  by  the  Indians^  on  their  o^vn  account. 

In  these  and  subsequent  transactions,  which  the  limits 
of  this  address  prevent  me  from  presenting  in  detail, 
Ooknplaj^tee-  exerted  his  power  and  influence  in  favor 
of  peace.  As  early  as  1791,  he  advocated  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil,  and  the  adoption  of  the  arts  of  civilized 
life,  including  the  education  of  the  Indian  children.  In 
a  letter  of  that  year  to  Triends  in  Philadelphia,  he  says : 
^'  Brothers,  the  Seneca  nation  see  that  the  Great  Spirit 
intends  they  should  not  continue  to  live  by  hunting,  and 
they  look  around  on  every  side  and  inquire,  who  it  is  that 
shall  teach  them  what  is  best  for  them  to  do  ?  Your  fath- 
ers dealt  honorably  by  our  fathers,  and  they  have  en- 
gaged us  to  remember  it.  We  wish  our  children  to  be 
taught  the  same  principles  by  which  your  fathers  were 
guided.  Brothers !  We  have  too  little  wisdoni  among 
us,  and  v/e  cannot  teach  our  children  what  we  see  their 
situation  requires  them  to  know.  We  wish  them  to  be 
taught  to  read,  and  write,  and  such  other  things  as  you 
teach  your  children,  especially  the  love  of  peace."  I 
may  here  remark,  that  the  Friends  did  respond  to  this- 
call,  and  through  a  long  series  of  years,  put  forth  the 
most  disinterested  and  philanthropic  efibrts  in  behalf  of 
the  Seneca  nation.. 

In  1791^  CoKNPLANTER  was  emplo-yed  by  Washin^g- 
ton,  on  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
to  proceed  into  the  country  of  the  North- Western  In- 
dians, then  at  war  with  the  United  States,  on  an  embassy 
of  peace  and  reconciliation.    This  tirrangenient  was  made 
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during  Oornpla^^ter's  visit  toPliiladelpliia  in  tiiat  year„ 
Before  proceeding  on  his  mission,  he  retnrned  to  his 
home  on  the  Allegheny,  and  soon  afterwards  called  a 
Council  of  the  Six  N^ations.  The  result  of  which  was  the 
appointment  of  representative  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations, 
to  attend  a  Council  with  the  Western  Indians.  This 
Council  was  held  at  An  Glaize,  (Fort  Defiance,  Ohio,)  in 
October,  17^2.  Cornpla^ter,  accompanied  by  a  large 
number  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  League,  was  in  attendance. 
The  hostile  Indians  were  determined  to  insist  upon  the 
river  Ohio  as  their  boundary  ;  and  besides  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  whites  upon  their  territory,  they  had  other 
grievances  of  which  they  complained.  The  Shawanese, 
especially,  were  opposed  to  peace,  except  upon  such 
terms  as  they  well  knew  would  not  be  accepted  by  the 
United  States.  Their  principal  orator  said  :  "  The  Presi- 
dent well  knows  why  the  blood  is  so  deep  in  our  paths." 
Cornplaxter's  eftbrts  to  effect  a  reconciliation  between 
the  Western  tribes  and  the  United  States  failed.* 

CoRNPLANTEE,  at  this  x>eriod,  was  perhaps  the  only 
Chief  of  the  Senecas  and  Six  Nations,  who  remained 
firm  and  unshaken  in  his  friendship  for  the  United  States. 
About  this  time  the  repulse  of  General  Harmar,  by 
the  Western  Indians,  had  greatly  emboldened  them,  and 
it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the  peaceful  suggestions 
of  CoRNPLANTER  wcTC  acquicsccd  in  by  the  Six  Nations, 
many  of  whom  still  desired  to  make  common  cause 
with  the  Western  tribes.  In  company  with  Colonel 
Proctor,  of  the  United  States  army,  he  proceeded  to 
the  country  of  the  hostile  Indians,  and  endeavored  to  ve>- 
concile  them  to  the  United  States.     His  mission  failed, 

*  Western  Annals,  p.  606. 
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chiefly  through  the  evil  influences  of  Beant  and  Red 
Jacket,  aided  by  the  machinations  of  British  officers. 
At  a  subsequent  period  Cornplanter  renewed  his  ef- 
forts for  peace,  and  even  called  forth  in  favor  of  his 
measures,  the  opinions  of  the  Indian  women,  who,  as  is 
natural  to  their  sex,  were  the  friends  of  peace.  On  this 
occasion,  Red  Jacket,  among  other  remarks,  said  to 
the  United  States  commissioners :  "  You  know  what 
we  have  been  doing  so  long,  and  what  trouble  we  have 
been  at,  and  you  know  that  it  has  been  the  request  of 
our  head  warrior,  Oornplanter,  that  we  are  left  to  an- 
swer for  our  women,  who  are  to  conclude  what  ought  to 
be  done."'       *         *         *         * 

"  Colonel  Butler,  of  tlie  British,  told  us  he  must  take 
our  writings  down  to  Colonel  Gordon,*  as  he  is  a  very 
wise  man,  and  x^ei'haps  he  may  have  something  to  say 
to  us  that  may  be  for  our  good,  and  we  want  his  assist- 
ance, as  he  is  the  man  that  keeps  all  the  vessels  that  are 
on  the  Lake;  therefore,  my  brother,  make  your  mind 
easy,  for  your  request  is  granted.  And  when  we  hear 
from  our  brothers,  the  British,  then  we  shall  know  what 
time  to  start.  And  you  must  not  be  uneasy,  that  our 
brother,  ABeel,  (Cornplanter,)  can  not  go  with  you, 
for  he  is  very  tired,  (referring  to  his  former  journey,) 
and  must  rest  awhile,  and  take  cliarge  of  our  young  war- 
riors, to  keep  them  in  peace  while  they  are  playing — 
for  fear  of  danger." 

The  intrigue  of  Red  Jacket,  aided  by  the  action  of 
the  British  ofiicers,  kept  Cornplanter  from  this  mis- 
sion. There  was,  as  suggested  by  a  learned  historian, 
Mr.  Sto^e,  (in  his  life  of  Red  Jacket,)  another  reason 

*  The  British  commandant  at  Niagara. 
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lying-  still  deeper  in  the  minds  of  the  Indian  women,  un- 
der whose  influence  these  proceeding's  were  had.  Ooen- 
PLANTER  was  uot  ouly  the  principal  war  Chief  of  the 
Senecas,  but  he  was  a  man  of  great  bravery  and  saga- 
city, and  withal  a  sincere  friend  of  peace.  The  times 
were  critical,  and  the  Indians  at  Buifalo  creek,  and  the 
adjacent  country,  were  in  frequent  alarm.  They  wished 
to  retain  Ooenplajster,  as  he  could  best  restrain  the 
warlike  propensities  of  the  young  warriors,  while  they 
conld  repose  greater  confidence,  both  in  his  bravery  and 
discretion,  in  the  event  of  actual  danger  during  the  ab- 
sence of  the  messengers  to  the  Western  Indians,  than  in 
any  leader  of  their  nation.  This  mission  failed  entirely. 
"  The  man  that  kept  the  vessels  on  the  Lake,"  refused 
to  recognize  Colonel  Proctor  in  his  official  capacity, 
and  prohibited  the  passage  of  the  Indian  deputies  to 
Sandusky,  on  Lake  Erie,  their  place  of  destination. 

A  treaty  held  at  Painted  Post,  in  June,  1792,  between 
Colonel  PicivERiNG  and  the  Six  Nations,  was  ijroductive 
of  peaceful  and  good  results.  It  checked  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  young  warriors  to  take  part  with  the  West- 
ern Indians,  and  it  led  to  another  mission  of  peace,  at 
the  head  of  which  was  the  brave  old  Stockbridge  Chief, 
Henry  Aupumut.  It  was  also  at  this  treaty,  that  Wash- 
iNGTO]sr,  through  his  ageot,  Colonel  Pickerixg,  made  an 
influential  demonstration  towards  winning  the  attention 
of  the  Chiefs  to  the  policy  of  having  permanent  habita- 
tions, where  they  could  cultivate  their  lands,  and  com- 
mence the  work  of  civilization  among  their  peoi)le. 

After  this  period,  Cornplanter  made  another,  but 
an  unsuccessful  embassy  to  the  hostile  Indians.  His 
efforts  being  unavailing,  the  war  with  the  Western  In- 
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diaiLS  contiiiiied  to  rage  until  the  year  1794,  when,  on 
the  20tli  of  August  of  that  year,  Gen.  WvVYne  achieved 
his  decisive  victory  over  them  at  the  battle  of  the  Miami, 
It  was  mainly  due  to  Oornplaxter's  influence  and  ex- 
ertions, that  the  Six  ISTations  were  not  involved  in  that 
battle,  and  its  fatal  consequences  to  the  hostile  Indians 
engaged  in  it. 

Although  the  war  with  the  Indians  was  terminated, 
there  were  perplexing  questions  to  settle  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Six  Nations,  in  which  also,  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  w^ere  concerned. 
These  were  principally  questions  of  boundaries,  and  also 
in  reference  to  the  grant  of  Presque  Isle  and  the  adjacent 
country.  A  Council  was  held  at  Buffalo  creek,  on  the 
18th  of  June,  1794,  in  reference  to  these  diificulties.  In 
tJiis  Council,  Cornplaisiter  took  a  conspicuous  part ;  his 
speech  on  the  occasion  is  fully  reported  in  the  proceed- 
ings. I  make  room  for  a  single  observation — address- 
ing the  commissioner  as  the  representative  of  the  Presi- 
dent, he  said  :  "  Brother  !  You  know  our  demands  ;  we 
ask  but  for  a  small  piece  of  land,  and  we  trust,  as  you 
are  a  great  man,  you  can  easily  grant  our  request."  It 
is  unnecessary,  on  this  occasion,  to  give  the  details  of 
this  Council,  nor  of  the  Great  Council  which  was  soon 
after  held  at  Canandaigua,  namely,  in  October  and  Ko- 
vember,  1794,  at  which  Cornplanter,  with  other  Chiefs, 
represented  the  Six  Nations.  Colonel  Pickering  was 
again  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  Friends  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersej^  had  also 
agents  present,  and  exerted  a  highly  beneficial  influence. 

Mr.  Stone,  to  whose  interesting  work  I  am  much  in- 
debted, speaking  of  this  treaty,  says :  "  This  was  the  last 
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general  Council  held  by  tlie  United  States  witli  the  Iro- 
(liiois  Oonfederacy,  and  a  vast  amount  of  important  busi- 
ness  was  transacted  thereat.  Several  perplexing  ques- 
tions of  contested  boundaries  were  settled,  and  the  re- 
hitions  between  the  United  States  and  the  Oonfederacy 
were  adjusted  ui)on  a  basis  that  has  not  been  since  dis- 
turbed. OoRNPbAisTER  arrived  at  this  Council  on  the 
second  day  after  the  day  assigned  for  the  meeting.  He 
came  with  four  hundred  of  the  Allegheny  portion  of  the 
Senecas.  There  were  sixteen  hundred  Indians  collected 
on  this  interesting  occasion.  It  apj)ears  that  Cokxplan- 
TEK  was  subjected  to  some  suspicions  by  his  Indian  asso- 
ciates, because  of  his  frequent  interviews  with  Colonel 
PiCKERmG.  He  was  reminded  by  one  of  the  Chiefs,  that 
he  was  but  a  War  Chief,  and  was  exceeding  the  bounds 
of  his  proper  department,  by  partaking  too  largely  in  the 
conduct  of  civil  aftairs.  Colonel  PicKBiiiXG  interposed, 
and  stated  that  the  private  interviews  he  had  with  CoPv-n- 
PLAXTER  were  at  his  special  request.  This  explanation 
was,  for  a  time,  satisfactory.  Further  evidences  of  the 
<listinction  between  the  War  Chiefs  and  Sachems  were  ex- 
hibited on  this  occasion.  Red  Jacket  speaks  of  Coex- 
PLAXTER  and  Captain  Brant,  (the  latter  was  not  pre- 
sent,) as  only  War  Chiefs,  and  the  proceedings  show  that 
which  does  not  appear  in  other  transactions,  namely : 
that  there  was  a  marked  distinction  between  the  Chiefs 
and  the  Sacheins,  the  former  having  the  direction  of 
atiairs  belonging  to  mhv.  and  the  latter  having  control  of 
the  civil  government,  under  certain  restrictions  depen- 
dent upon  popular  opinion  ;  and  it  appeared  that  they 
regarded  the  military  power  as  entirely  subordinate  to 
the  civil  authorities.     This  single  fact  shows  that  the  un- 
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tutored  Ho-de-no-sau-nee  (United  People,)  had  made  no 
inconsiderable  advance  in  the  science  of  free  govern- 
ment. 

Subsequent  transactions  between  the  whites  and  the 
Indians,  related  to  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  latter. 
Their  i)ower  as  a  nation  was  gone.  Henceforth,  if  they 
were  called  together  as  a  nation,  or  as  separate  tribes, 
it  was  only  through  the  agency  of  individuals  or  compa- 
ides,  "who  desired  to  obtain  grants  of  their  lands.  A 
treaty  of  this  character  was  held  at  IMg  Tree,  in  1797, 
(the  site  of  the  present  town  t)f  Genessee  New  York,) 
in  reference  to  a  claim  of  Egbert  Morris,  of  Pennsji- 
^'■ania,  the  assignee  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  of  an 
alleged  pre-emption  right  to  a  portion  of  the  territory 
of  the  Seneca  tribe. 

Without  entering  into  the  details  of  this  treaty,  or 
others  of  a  similar  character,  1  refer  to  it  because  it  de- 
veloi)ed  one  of  the  i)rinciples  of  governm.eut  of  the  Con- 
federacy, hei'ctofore  but  little  known  or  noticed.  An 
appeal  was  taken  by  the  women,  from  the  opinion  and 
decision  of  the  Sachems.  Cornplanter  being  the  prin- 
cipal War  Chief,  presented  the  appeal,  whereupon  the 
Council  was  re-opened,  and  the  proceedings  were  recog- 
nized by  the  Sachems,  Farmer's  Brother  being  their 
vspeaker,  a^  being  in  accordance  with  their  laws  and  cus- 
toms. The  re-consideration  resulted  in  a  change  in  the 
treaty  beneficial  to  the  Indians. 

OoRXPLANTER,  at  the  head  of  his  nation,  as  its  prin- 
cipal War  Chief,  had  resisted  the  encroachment  of  the 
whites  to  the  extent  of  his  abilities.  But  as  we  have 
shown,  when  the  fortune  of  war,  under  the  superior  pow- 
er of  the  Thirteen  Fires,  rendered  further  resistance  im- 
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|)Ossible,  he  had,  as  a  wise  statesman,  made  the  best 
terms  of  peace  he  could  procure.  After  the  Eevolii- 
tionary  war,  he  desired  to  maintain  friendly  relations 
with  the  United  States  5  and  to  accomplish  this  object, 
lie  was  ready,  when  urgent  necessity  required  it,  to  part 
with  considerable  portions  of  the  Indian  territory.  His 
course  of  conduct,  in  these  transactions,  was  severely 
criticised  by  rival  Chiefs,  and  under  their  influence,  his 
i»opularity,  with  the  main  portion  of  his  tribe,  and  with 
the  other  members  of  the  Six  Kations,  was  seriously  re- 
duced, if  not  entirely  destroyed. 

It  was  during  the  period  of  his  decline  in  power  and 
authority,  that  it  is  said  he  endeavored  to  regain  his  in- 
fluence by  inducing  his  half-brother,  Ga-ne-o-di-yo, 
(otherwise  called  "  Handsome  Lake,")  who  Avas  a  Sene- 
ca Sachem,  to  assume  the  character  of  a  prophet.  It 
does  not  appear  by  any  satisfactory  evidence,  that  Ooen- 
PLANTER  had  any  agency  whatever  in  respect  to  the 
alleged  revelations  made  by  his  singular  and  talented 
relative.  In  the  account  which  Ga-ne-o-di-yo  gives  of 
the  trance  which  led  to  his  revelations,  after  stating  that 
he  had  been  ill  for  a  long  time,  he  says ;  "  I  resigned 
myself  to  the  will  of  the  Great  Spirit,  and  nightly  return- 
ed my  thanks  to  Him,  as  my  eyes  were  gladdened  at 
evening,  by  the  sight  of  the  stars  of  Heaven.  I  viewed 
the  ornamented  Heavens  at  evening,  through  the  open- 
ing in  the  roof  of  my  lodge,  with  grateful  feelings  to  my 
Creator.  I  had  no  assurance  that  the  next  evening  I 
could  contemplate  His  works  5  for  this  reason  my  ac- 
knowledgments to  Him  were  more  frequent  and  sincere. 
When  night  was  gone,  and  the  sun  again  shed  his  light 
upon  the  earth,  I  saw  and  acknowledged,  in  the  return  of 
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day,  His  continued  goodness  to  me  and  to  all  mankinds 
At  len  ^'th  I  began  to  have  an  inward  conviction,  tliat  my 
end  was  near.  I  resolved  once  more  to  exchange  friend- 
ly words  with  my  people,  and  I  sent  my  daughter  to  sum- 
!non  my  brothers,  Gy-ant-wa-chia,  (Oorxplanter,)  and 
Ta-wan-nears,  (Black-sn'^ke,)  to  come  to  my  cabin." 
The  daugliter  hastened  to  deliver  the  message,  but  be- 
fore she  returned  with  Ta-wan-nears,  (Oornplanter  was 
not  at  hand,)  the  Sachem  had  fallen  into  a  state  of  in- 
sensibility, and  lay  for  many  hours  in  that  condition ; 
after  his  recovery,  he  announced  to  his  tril>e  what  he  re- 
garded as  a  revelation  of  tlie  Great  Spirit  to  the  In- 
dians,* 

As  Corxplaxter  was  tlie  half-brother  of  the  prophet, 
he  was  supposed  to  be  in  some  way  connected  with  these 
revelations,  more  especially,  as  the  prophet  strongly  in- 
culcated the  principles  of  temperance,  to  which  the 
Chief  had  been,  for  many  years,  a  devoted  advocate. 
Eed  Jacket,  and  others,  used  these  transactions. to  the 
disadvantage  of  Corxplanter,  and  from  thenceforth 
lie  ceased  to  take  any  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, and  but  little  in  that  of  the  Seneca  tribe  gener- 
ally, but  devoted  himself  chietiy  to  his  own  clan  of  that 
tribe.  This  clan,  or  part  of  his  tribe,  had  for  many 
years  been  under  his  official  and  personal  direction.  Re- 
ference, before  this  period,  is  often  made  to  the  ABeel 
Senecas,  and  in  a  map  published  in  1792,  by  Reading 

*  Morgan's  League  of  the  Iroquois.  A  most  interesting  work,  dodi- 
oated  to  Colonel  Pabkek,  a  Seneca  Indian,  now  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  army,  attached  to  the  staff  of  General  Grant.  Chapter  3d  of  this 
book  Is  devoted  to  the  pretended  revelation  of  Ga-ne-o-di-yo,  and  the  doo- 
trines  of  the  religion  he  inculcated. 
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Howell,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  country  on  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Conewaugo,  and  near  Ohatauque 
lake,  is  designated  thus  :  "  O'Bbals — Cayentona."  * 

In  1707,  OoENPLAXTER  again  visited  Philadelphia, 
the  seat  of  government  of  the  United  States.  His  prin- 
cipal object  appears  to  have  been  to  pay  his  respects  to 
President  WASiiiXGTav,  mid  take  an  offiiil  leave  -  f 
him  on  his  retirement  from  the  public  service.  His  ad- 
dress to  Washingtoi^,  on  this  occasion,  is  marked  with 
his  usual  good  sense  and  eloquence.  This  address  was 
fortunately  preserved   among  the  papers   of  Thomas 

MORBIS,  son  of  EOBERT  MORRIS.t 

General  Washington's  answer  was  not  jjreserved. 
As  he  entertained  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  for 
OoRNPLANTER,  no  doubt  his  words  to  the  Chief  were 
expressive  of  his  kind  regards  for  his  Indian  friend,  and 
his  best  wishes  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
Seneca  tribe. 

From  henceforth  the  career  of  Oorxplanter  was  un- 
connected with  the  general  history  of  his  country.  He 
fixed  his  permanent  residence  upon  the  tract  of  land  on 
the  Allegheny  river,  granted  to  him  by  the  CJommon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania.  The  grant  from  the  Common- 
wealth is  dated  March  10,  1796.  In  the  patent  the  tract 
is  designated  "Planter's  Field,"  and  his  town  is  called 
"  Jenuesadaga."  It  became  his  home  in  life,  and  is  now 
his  resting  place  in  death.  Here  he  directed  his  efforts 
to  the  civilization  and  moral  improvement  of  his  peottle, 
iind  as  an  efiicient  means  to  produce  the  result  inculcated 

*  This  map  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,* 
it  was  recently  presented  by  Samuel,  Agnew,  Esq. 
t  See  infra,  page  90. 

5 
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the  principles  of  temperance — to  wMch  lie  had  himself 
been  long  devoted. 

In  1802  he  visited  President  Jeffekson,  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  for  counsel  and  encom^agement.  In  Mr., 
Jeffeesos's  excellent  and  characteristic  letter  to  him,  he 
expresses  his  approbation  of  OoenplaJs^tee^s  conduct, 
and  adds  :  "Go  on  then,  brother^ in  the  great  reformation 
you  have  undertaken.  Persuade  our  Eed  Men  to  be 
sober,  and  to  cultivate  their  lands ;  and  their  women  to 
spin  and  weave  for  their  families.  *  *  *  it  will  be  a 
great  glory  to  yon  to  have  been  the  instrument  of  so 
happy  a  change,  and  your  children's  children,  from  gen- 
eration to  generation,  will  repeat  your  name  with  love 
and  gratitude  forever.  In  all  your  enterprises  for  the 
good  of  your  i>eoi)le,  you  may  count  with  confidence 
on  the  aid  and  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  on 
the  sincerity  and  zeal  with  which  I  am  animated  in  the 
furthering  of  this  humane  work.  You  are  our  brethren 
of  the  same  land ;  we  wish  you  prosperity,  as  brethren 
should  do."  Thus  encouraged,  our  Chief  devoted  his 
time  and  energies  to  the  best  interests  of  his  people,  and 
under  his  influence  and  example  they  made  considerable 
advances  in  civilization  and  moral  improvement. 

When  the  war  of  1812,  with  England,  broke  forthy 
OoENPLANTEE,  although  then  far  advanced  in  years,  yet 
he  offered  his  services  to  the  United  States,  to  go  on  the 
war  })ath,  and  accompanied  by  two  hundred  warriors  of  his 
nation,  repaired  to  Franklin,  Venango  county ,^  when  he 
learned  that  Colonel  Sa:\iuel  Dale  was  about  to  march 
from  that  place  to  the  frontiers  with  the  Venango  regiment.^ 
Arriving  at  Franklin,  he  called  upon  Colonel  Dale,  and 
desired  a  statement  of  the  causes  and  objects  of  the  war. 
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wliicli  being"  satisfactorily  exiilained  to  him,  lie  made  an 
address,  in  which  he  said  :  "  That  many  years  ago  a  boy 
came  over  the  great  waters  and  settled  among  his  peo- 
ple of  the  Six  IN^ations ;  sometime  thereafter  the  father 
followed  to  keep  him  in  subjection ;  the  Indians  helped 
the  father,  but  the  boy  was  too  much  for  both,  and  drove 
the  father  home.  And  now,  when  the  father  had  become 
an  old  man,  and  the  boy  a  strong  man,  and  a  good  neigh- 
bor to  his  nation,  lie  wished  to  "show  his  friendship  for 
the  Thirteen  Fires  by  taking  his  two  hundred  warriors  to 
assist  to  drive  the  old  man  across  the  great  waters." — 
Colonel  Dale  was  obliged  to  inform  the  Chief  that  he 
had  no  authority  to  receive  his  warriors  into  his  regiment, 
or  take  them  to  the  frontiers.  CoENPLAisTEPJusisted  that 
his  warriors  ought  not  to  stay  at  home  and  live  idly  in 
their  wigwams  whilst  their  white  friends  and  brothers 
were  upon  the  war  path.  So  persistent  was  he  in  send- 
ing his  warriors,  that  he  could  only  be  satisfied  by  the 
promise  of  Colonel  Dale  to  send  for  them  when  their  ser- 
vices were  required,  and  when  he  should  receive  authority 
from  the  government  to  muster  the  Indians  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he 
was  to  go  home  to  his  seat  at  Jennesadaga  and  have  his 
warriors  ready  to  respond  at  a  moment's  call.  They 
were  not  called  for  by  Colonel  Dale,  but  Cokxplantee, 
sent  a  considerable  number  of  his  warriors  to  the  Ameri- 
can army ;  they  acted  as  scouts,  and  were  highly  ser- 
viceable on  the  frontiers,  and  in  the  Niagara  campaign. 
His  sou,  Henry  ABeel,  led  these  warriors ;  he  held  the 
the  commission  of  major,  and  did  good  service  to  the 
United  States  in  that  war. 
The  condition  of  Cornplanter's  town  in  1816,  is  thus 
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described  by  Rev.  Timothy  Aldex,  of  Allegbeny  col- 
lege, Meadville,  Pa.,  wbo  visited  it  in  tbat  year :  "  Jen- 
nesadaga,  Corxplaxter's  village,  is  on  a  handsome 
piece  of  bottom  land,  and  comprises  about  a  dozen  build- 
ings. It  was  grateful  to  notice  the  agricultural  ba])it& 
of  the  place,  and  the  numerous  enclosures  of  buckwheat^ 
com  and  oats.  We  also  saw  a  number  of  oxen,  cows 
and  horses,  and  many  logs  designed  for  the  saw-mill 
and  the  Pittsbm\g  market.'  Last  year,  (ISlo,)  the  West- 
orn  Missionary  society  established  a  school  in  the  vil- 
lage, under  Mr.  Samuel  Oldham.  Oorxplanter,  a» 
soon  as  apprised  of  o\ir  arrival,  came  over  to  see  us  and 
took  charge  of  our  horses.  Though  having  many  around 
him  to  obey  his  commands,  yet  in  the  ancient  i^atri- 
archal  style,  he  choose  to  serve  us  himself,  and  actually 
went  into  the  field,  cut  the  oats  and  fed  our  beasts.  He 
appears  to  be  about  sixty-eight  years  of  age,*  and  five 
feet  ten  inches  in  height.  His  countenance  is  strongly 
marked  with  intelligence  and  retlection.  Contrary  to  the 
aboriginal  custom,  his  chin  is  covered  with  a  beard  three 
or  four  inches  in  length.  His  house  is  of  princely  di- 
mensions compared  with  most  Indian  huts,  and  has  a 
piazza  in  front.  He  is  owner  of  thirteen  hundred  acres 
of  excellent  land,  six  hundred  of  which  encircle  the 
ground-plot  of  his  little  town.  He  receives  an  annual 
stipend  from  the  United  States,  of  two  liundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  Corxplaxter's  brother,  lately  deceased,  (call- 
ed the  Prophet,)  was  known  by  the  high-sounding  name, 
Goskukewanna  Kannedia,  or  Large  Beautiful  Lake." 
Thus,  in  the  altitude  and  with  the  authority  of  an  an- 

*  Mr.  AtiDEN  was  deceived  by  appearances.    Corn  planter  was  at  that 
time,  about  eighty-four  years  of  age. 
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eient  patriarcla,  lie  continued  to  preside  over  his  people, 
and  promote  their  prosperity  and  improvement,  without 
interruption  or  molestation,  until  the  year  1822,  when 
the  authorities  of  Warren  county,  within  the  bounds  of 
which  he  resided,  attempted  to  levy  taxes  upon  him  and 
his  clan.  The  old  Chief  had  never  before  been  called 
on  for  that  purpose,  and  he  objected  to  their  iiayment. 
An  armed  sheriif 's  posse  was  c-alled  out  to  enforce  the 
payment,  but  arriving  near  OoknplantepJs  town,  it  was 
deemed  prudent  to  send  forward  a  few  of  their  number 
to  confer  with  the  Chief.  When  they  came  to  his  house, 
they  noticed  a  considerable  number  of  Indians  loung- 
ing about,  and  some  of  them  were  i>artly  concealed  in 
the  bushes  near  by.  Ooenplanter  received  the  com- 
mittee with  great  dignity.  The  interview  took  place 
near  his  house,  and  around  the  sides  of  it  were  arranged 
about  one  hundred  rifles.  When  asked  for  the  payment 
of  the  taxes,  the  old  warrior  sternly  refused,  and  point- 
ing to  the  guns,  said,  "an  Indian  for  each  rifle  ;"  and  in 
response  to  his  call,  his  clansmen  sprang  forward  to  the 
house.  Whereupon  the  sheriif  and  his  men  withdrew, 
without  enforcing  the  claim.  Coexplantee  afterwards, 
for  the  sake  of  peace,  went  to  Warren,  and  gave  his  note 
for  the  amount  of  the  taxes.  This  note  was  never  col- 
lected. The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  released  the 
taxes,  and  exonerated  him  and  his  heirs  forever,  from  the 
payment  of  taxes  on  the  lands  granted  to  him  by  the 
Commonwealth.*  The  Governor  sent  commissioners  to 
explain  the  transaction.  Oorxplantee  met  the  com- 
missioners at  the  court  house  in  Warren,  when  he  made 
a  characteristic  and  appropriate  address. t 

*  Journal  House  of  Representatives,  1822-3. 

t  This  address  is  fully  presented  in  Day's  Historical  Collections,  p.  655. 
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Tliis  tax  collector's  raid  would  afford  a  fine  subject 
for  a  paiuter  :  the  romantic  scenery  of  the  Allegheny 
river,  the  old  warrior's  wigwam,the  rifles  arranged  around 
it,  the  Indians  in  the  bush,  the  last  war-whoop  of  the  old 
Chief  as  he  called  his  men  to  the  rescue — worthy  of  per- 
petuation as  the  expiring  flash  of  the  war-like  fire  of  the 
last  War  Chief  of  his  tribe. 

Thomas  Steuthees,  Esq.,  of  Warren,  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  OoENPLAifTEE ;  at  my  request,  he  has  fur- 
nished the  following  statement  of  an  interview  he  had 
with  the  Chief  in  1831 :  "  In  1831,  I  accompanied  some 
gentlemen,  residents  of  Pittsbm-g  and  Butler,  who  de- 
sired to  pay  their  respects  to  him.  It  was  a  pleasant 
day  in  May,  when  we  called  on  him.  He  talked  no  Eng- 
lish. I  introduced  the  gentlemen  through  an  interpreter, 
whom  I  had  engaged,  and  informed  him  that  they  had 
called  to  pay  their  respects  to  him.  He  seemed  much 
pleased  that  his  white  friends  were  inclined  to  pay  him 
such  attention.  The  introduction  took  place  in  front  of 
his  log  cabin,  on  the  bank  of  the  Allegheny  river.  He 
gave  orders  to  some  young  Indians,  the  import  of  which 
we  soon  ascertained,  by  the  fact  that  they  immediately 
collected  some  l>oards,  and  placed  them  for  seats  around 
a  log  sled,  in  the  form  of  a  hollow  square.  This  done,  the 
old  Chief  pointed  out  to  each  of  the  party  his  seat,  and 
all  sat  facing  inward.  He  then  took  his  seat  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  announced  that  he  was  prex)ared  to  hear  any 
communications  we  had  to  make.  I  told  him  we  had 
not  come  to  buy  lands  or  timber,  nor  to  trade  for  furs 
and  skins,  but  had  called  on  him  in  the  sijirit  of  friend- 
ship, to  pay  our  respects  to  the  great  Indian  Chief,  whom 
we  had  learned  to  admire  as  a  warrior,  and  especially  as 
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the  friend  of  the  United  States,  who  had  inculcated  the 
principles  of  peace  and  cbristianitj"  among  his  jjeople. 
I  referred  briefly  to  the  schools  established  among  his 
people  by  the  Friends  of  Philadelphia. 

"  The  old  Chief  replied  in  a  speech,  which  would  com- 
pare well  with  many  of  our  best  State  papers.  His  man- 
ner was  dignified  and  eloquent,  and  his  eye  lit  up,  as  if 
by  inspiration ;  so  that  it  was  very  interesting  to  listen 
to  what  he  said,  although  we  could  not  understand  it, 
until  the  interpreter  rendered  it  to  us.  He  spoke  of  the 
relations  between  the  white  men  and  the  red  men — the 
war  and  bloodshed  caused  by  the  former,  to  displace  the 
latter  from  their  hunting  grounds— the  peace  effected 
with  the  Six  ligations — dwelt  particularly  on  the  virtues 
<of  General  Washingtoist,  the  great  and  good  White 
Father.  He  brought  forth  from  a  well  covered  valise, 
in  which  they  were  earelully  wrapped  in  linen  cloth,  two 
or  three  "  talks,"  as  he  termed  them,  on  parchment,  to 
which  was  appended  the  autograph  of  Washington^.  He 
said  he  had  met  Washington  a  number  of  times,  and 
treated  with  him.  His  si>igle  eye  sparkled  with  anima- 
tion, when  his  name  was  mentionecL  And  in  conclusion, 
he  thanked  the  Great  Spirit  that  there  were  now  no  wars 
or  blood-shedding  going  on,  but  that  peace  and  good 
will  existed  amongst  all  men  and  all  nations,  so  far  as  he 
eould  hear.  He  vspoke  as  a  statesman  and  philanthro- 
pist, whose  mind  was  occupied  with  the  weighty  inter- 
>ests  of  mankind,  rather  than  with  merely  the  affairs  and 
<?oncerns  of  a  family  or  tribe.  He  thanked  us  for  our 
oall  upon  him,  and  invited  us  to  dine  with  him,  which 
we  accepted.  The  bill  of  fare  was  jerked  venison  and 
.corn  mush ;  the  latter  was  prepared  in  the  Indian  man- 
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ner ;  each  guest  having  a  tin  pan  about  half-full  of  hot 
water,  in  which  the  Indian  meal  was  mixed  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  guest." 

The  ijersoual  appearance  of  Goiinpla:n"Ter,  towards 
the  close  of  his  long  and  eventful  life,  is  well  described 
by  Judge  Thompso:^,  now  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  an  article  written  in  183(),  and  re-produced 
in  Day's  Historical  Collections  of  Pennsylvania,  j).  657. 
I  had  a  professional  interview  with  the  aged  Chief,  rn 
the  summer  of  1835,  to  which  I  have  already  brieflj^  re- 
ferred. His  ijersonal  appearance  was  therefore  known 
to  me.  I  agree  with  Judge  Thompson,  in  his  descrip- 
tion of  him,  and  as  the  article  contains  other  interest- 
ing remarks,  I  insert  it  here,  as  follows  : 

"I  once  saw  the  aged  and  venerable  Chief,  and  had 
an  interesting  interview  with  him  about  a  year  and  a 
half  before  his  death.  I  thought  of  many  things,  when 
seated  near  him  beneath  the  wide  si)reading  shade  of  an 
old  sycamore,  on  the  banks  of  the  Allegheny;  many 
things  to  ask  him ;  the  scenes  of  the  revolution ;  the 
generals  that  fought  its  battles  and  conquered  the  In- 
dians ;  his  tribe ;  the  Six  Nations,  and  himself.  He  wa^ 
constitutionally  sedate;  was  never  observed  to  smile^ 
much  less  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  a  laugh.  When 
I  saw  him  he  estimated  his  ag^e  to  be  over  one  hundred 
years.  I  think  one  hundred  and  three  was  about  his 
reckoning  of  it.  This  would  make  him  near  one  hundre<l 
and  five  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  decease.'  His  person 
was  much  stooped,  and  his  stature  was  fav  short  of  what 
it  once  had  been — not  being  over  five  feet  six  inches  at 
the  time  I  speak  of  Mr.  John  Strutheks,  of  Ohio,, 
told  me,  some  years  since^  thnt  he  had  seen  him  near 
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fifty  years  ago,  and  at  tliat  jjeriod  lie  was  about  liis 
lieiglit,  viz :  six  feet,  one  inch.  Time  and  liardsliip  liad 
made  dreadful  impressions  \\\)Otl  that  ancient  form.  The 
chest  was  sunken  and  his  shoulders  were  drawn  forward, 
making  the  upi^er  i)art  of  his  body  resemble  a  trough. 
His  limbs  had  lost  their  symmetry,  and  become  crooked. 
His  feet,  too,  (for  he  had  taken  oft  his  moccasins,)  were 
deformed  and  haggard  by  injuiy.  I  would  say  that  most 
of  his  fingers  on  one  hand  were  useless  ;  the  sinews  had 
been  severed  by  a  blow  of  the  tomahawk  or  scalping- 
knife.  How  I  longed  to  ask  him  what  scene  of  blood 
and  strife  had  thus  stamped  the  enduring  evidence  of 
its  existence  upon  his  i^erson.  But  to  have  done  so, 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  put  an  end  to  all  further 
conversation  on  any  subject.  The  information  desired, 
would  certainly  not  have  been  received,  and  I  had  to 
forego  my  curiosity.  He  had  but  one  eye,  and  even  the 
socket  of  the  lost  organ  was  hid  by  the  overhanging 
brow  resting  upon  the  high  cheek  bone.  His  remaining 
eye  was  of  the  brightest  and  blackest  hue.  Never  have 
I  seen  one,  in  young  or  old,  that  equalled  it  in  brilliancy. 
Perhaps  it  had  borrowed  lustre  from  the  eternal  dark- 
ness that  rested  on  its  neighboring  orbit.  His  ears  had 
been  dressed  in  the  Indian  mode,  all  but  the  outside  had 
been  cut  away ;  on  the  one  ear  the  ring  had  l)een  torn 
asunder  near  the  top,  and  hung  down  his  neck  like  a 
useless  rag.  He  had  a  full  head  of  hair,  white  as  the 
driven  snow,  which  covered  a  head  of  ample  dimensions 
and  admirable  shape.  His  face  was  not  swarthy,  but 
this  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  fact,  that  he  was  but 
half  Indian.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  at  Franklin, 
more  than  eighty  years  before  the  period  of  our  conver- 
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sation,  on  his  passage  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
with  the  warriors  of  his  tribe,  on  some  expedition  against 
the  Creeks  or  Osages.  He  had  long  been  a  man  of  peace, 
and  I  believe  his  great  characteristics  were  humanity 
and  truth. 

"  It  is  said  that  Braxt  and  The  Coenplai^tek  were 
never  friends  after  the  massacre  of  Cherrj^  valley.  Some 
have  alleged,  because  the  Wyoming  massacre  was,  in 
part,  perpetrated  by  the  Senecas,  that  The  Ooenplan- 
TEE,  was  there.  Of  the  justice  of  this  suspicion,  there  are 
many  reasons  for  doubt.  It  is  certain  that  he  was  not 
the  Chief  of  the  Senecas  at  that  time. 

"As  he  stood  before  me — the  ancient  Chief  in  ruins — 
how  forcibly  was  I  struck  with  the  truth  of  the  beauti- 
ful figure  of  the  old  aboriginal  Chieftain,  who,  in  describ- 
ing himself,  said  '  he  was  like  an  aged  hemlock,  dead  at 
the  top,  and  whose  branches  alone  were  green.'  After 
more  than  one  hundred  years  of  most  varied  life — of 
strife — of  danger — of  peace — he  at  last  slumbers  in  deep 
repose  on  the  banks  of  his  own  beloved  Allegheny." 

Pennsylvania  has  acted  with  liberality  and  kindness 
to  this  venerated  Chief.  She  granted  to  him  three  valua- 
ble tracts  of  land ;  on  one  of  which  he  had  fixed  his  resi- 
dence. It  is  the  place  where  he  now  rests  in  the  quie- 
tude of  the  grave. 

The  first  report  on  the  subject  of  these  grants  to  Coex 
PLANTER,  is  dated  March  24,  1789.  It  is  contained  in  a 
communication  from  General  Mifflin,  then  President 
of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
EiCHARD  Petees,  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly,  in 
which  he  encloses  General  Eichaed  Butlee's  lettei*, 
recommending  the  grant  of  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  laud 
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to  The  Ooenplakter,  a  Seneca  Oliief.*  General  But- 
ler's letter  is  dated  March  23,  1789.  In  it  he  says :  "  I 
beg  leave  to  mention,  that  Captain  ABeel,  alias  The 
CoRXPLANTER,  onc  of  the  principal  Chiefs  of  the  Seneca 
tribe  of  the  Six  I^ations,  has  been  very  useful  in  all  the 
treaties  since  1784,  inclusive,  and  particularly  to  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania ;  this  he  has  demonstrated  very 
fully,  and  his  attachment,  at  present,  to  the  State,  ai>- 
l>ears  very  great.  This  has  induced  me  to  suggest  to 
your  Excellency  and  Council,  whether  it  may  not  be 
good  policy  to  iix  this  attachment  by  making  it  his  in- 
terest to  continue  it.  This,  from  the  ideas  he  i)ossesees 
of  civilization,  induces  me  to  think  if  the  State  Avould  be 
pleased  to  grant  him  a  small  tract  of  land  within  the  late 
purchase,  it  would  be  very  grateful  to  him,  and  have  that 
effect.  This  may  be  done  in  a  manner  that  would  ren- 
der him  service  without  lessening  his  influence  with  his 
own  ijeople.  The  quantity  need  not  be  large ;  perhax)s 
one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  acres.  My  wishes  for 
the  quiet  and  interest  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the  merits 
of  the  man,  induced  me  to  mention  this  matter."t 

The  Great  Founder  of  Pennsylvania  establislied  his 
government  on  "  deeds  of  peace."  He  has  the  unques- 
tioned pre-eminence  of  having  treated  the  aboriginal  in- 
habitants with  greater  justice  and  rectitude  than  any 
other  Proprietor  or  Founder  of  an  American  State. — 
*'  The  settlement  of  this  Province  (Pennsylvania)  was 
founded  on  the  princijjles  of  truth,  equity  and  mercy, 
and  the  blessings  of  di\ine  Providence  attended  the  early 
care  of  the  first  founders  to  impress  these  principles  on 

*  Colonial  Records  of  Pennsylvania,  volume  I,  p.  37. 
t  Pennsylvania  Archives,  1786-90,  p.  562. 
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the  minds  of  tlie  native  inbabitaiits ;  so  tliat  when  theii* 
numbers  were  great,  and  their  strength  vastly  superior, 
they  received  our  ancestors  with  gladness,  relieved  their 
wants  with  open  hearts,  granted  them  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  the  land,  and  for  a  long  course  of  time  gave  con- 
stant and  frequent  proofs  of  a  cordial  friendship."*  It 
is,  therefore,  an  appropriate  testimonial  to  the  character 
of  PE:r^N,  as  well  as  to  that  of  Oorxplaxter,  that  ihe 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  should,  by  her  consti- 
tuted authorities,  cause  the  erection  of  this  monument  to 
the  memory  of  this  worthy  and  distinguished  Indian 
Chief.  And  it  is  the  only  monument,  so  far  as  my  know- 
ledge extends,  erected  by  public  authority  in  the  United 
States,  either  national,  or  sub-national,  to  the  memory  of 
an  Indian  Chief. 

The  character  of  the  venerable  Cornplaxter  has  been 
exhibited,  though  I  fear  imperfectly,  in  this  sketch  of  his 
life  and  services.  We  have  seen  that  he  was  a  brave 
warrior  and  chieftain,  an  able  statesman  and  an  eloquent 
orator.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  especially,  his  i)romi- 
nent  characteristics  were  a  love  of  peace  and  temx^erance. 
And  it  is  believed  by  those  who  knew  him  best,  that  the 
Truths  of  Christianity  had  made  a  deep  impression  on  his 
mind.  A  circumstance  which  occurred  about  the  year 
1822,  has  been  cited  by  several  writers  as  an  evidence  of 
his  return  to  the  superstitions  of  his  race.  I  refer  to  his 
destroying  a  sword  and  pistols,  and  some  other  military 
accoutrements  which  had  been  presented  to  him  by 
Washingtox,  and  a  gold  laced  hat  which  was  given  him 
by  Governor  Miffltij  ;  also  a  French  flag  and  superb  belt 

*  Address  to  Governor  Morris  by  the  "people  called  Quakers,"  April 
12,  1756.    Manuscript  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 


THE   COENPLAXTEE  MEMORIAL.  77 

of  wampum,  trophies  of  valor,  wliicli  had  been  for  several 
g-enerations  in  his  family,  in  honor  of  some  of  his  moth- 
er's ancestors,  who  won  them  in  battle  from  the  French. 
It  is  alleged  that  he  did  this  act  in  a  moment  of  alarm, 
as  if  the  Great  Spirit  had  moved  him  to  destroy  the 
memorials  of  his  friendly  relations  with  the  whites. 
On  the  contrary,  it  clearly  appears  that  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Christianity,  particularly  as  evinced  in  the 
teachings  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who  had  establislied 
schools  in  his  nation,  he  became  so  firm  an  advocate  of 
ptjace,  that  he  wished  to  remove  from  him  all  the  me- 
morials that  re-called  to  his  recollection  the  scenes  of 
war  and  blood  through  which  he  had  ijassed.  He  care^ 
fully  i)reserved  the  memorials  of  peace  of  which  he  was 
in  possession.  I  myself  noticed,  for  he  exhibited  them 
to  me,  how  great  a  regard  he  had  for  the  parchment 
documents  which  he  possessed,  that  were  subscribed  by 
Washington  ;  and  with  what  scrupulous  care  and  pains- 
taking he  had  preserved  them.  These  papers,  and  others 
of  a  like  character,  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  fami- 
ly of  CoRNPLANTER,  and  are  most  interesting  historical 
memorials.  Their  preservation,  in  such  manner  as  may 
be  agreeable  to  the  descendants  of  the  Chief,  is  a  matter 
of  interest  and  solicitude  to  all  persons  who  properly  ap- 
l)reciate  such  materials  of  history. 

Those  who  knew  Ooknplanter  personally,  had  the 
greatest  respect  for  him.  Dr.  Irvine,  of  Brokenstraw, 
a  son  of  General  0.  Irvine,  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
Chief,  in  a  letter  to  me,  says  :  ''  I  fre(iuently  heard  my 
father  say,  that  Cornplanter  was  one  of  the  most 
honest  and  truthful  men  he  ever  knew,  whether  white 
or  red."    Judge  Johnson,  of  Warren,  under  whose  di- 
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rection  tliis  (Oorxplanter)  monument  is  erected,  states 
to  me,  "  so  far  as  he  was  personally  known  to  residents 
in  this  section  of  country,  he  was  regarded  as  a  living- 
example  of  integrity,  truthfulness,  purity,  temperance, 
fatherly  affection  for  his  tribe  and  race,  and  a  generous 
Indian  hospitality  to  all.  He  possessed  the  universal 
affection  and  veneration  of  his  tribe  and  of  all  men  who 
knew  him." 

Such  was  the  life  and  career  of  CoRXPLA5fTER ;  and 
such  his  character  as  shown  from  history,  from  the  test!- 
niony  of  contemporaries,  and  of  living  witnesses.  He 
died  in  this  Indian  village,  (Jennesadaga,)  on  the  18th 
of  February,  1836,  aged  about  one  hundred  and  five 
years. 

This  is  no  ordinary  occasion.  A  great  Commonwealth, 
by  a  solemn  act  of  legislation,  and  by  her  agents  here 
this  day,  honors  the  memory  of  the  distinguished  In- 
dian Chief,  whose  mortal  remains  lie  monldering  in  this 
grave.  We  this  day  dedicate  this  monument  to  the 
juemory  of  Cornplantbr,  an  Indian  Chief  of  the  Sene- 
ca tri'be  and  of  the  Six  Nations— and  may  we,  both  white 
men  and  red  men,  and  our  children's  children,  as  long 
as  this  beautiful  river  bears  its  waters  to  the  ocean,  vene» 
rate  his  memory  and  emulate  his  virtues. 
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ADDENDUM. 

1  have  recently  examined  Mr.  Ketchum's  history  of 
Buffalo  and  the  Seuecas.  The  facts  he  presents  cor- 
roborate the  views  I  have  presented  of  the  character  and 
services  of  Oorxplajster.  I  am  surprised,  however,  to 
notice  that  he  expresses  an  opuiion  adverse  to  our  Chief. 
He  does  him  great  injustice  when  he  says  ;  "  There  is 
no  doubt  that  Coexplaxter  was  at  heart  in  the  British 
interest,  up  to  the  period  of  Watxe's  victory  in  1794." 
He  also  makes  the  extraordinary  assertion,  that  Goex- 
PLAXTEE  acted  in  concert  with  Beaxt,  during  the  period 
of  the  Indian  troubles  in  Ohio,  after  the  Eevolutionary 
war! 

The  contrary  most  clearly  appears  by  the  whole  course 
of  conduct  of  om'  Chief ;  as  well  as  by  his  speeches,  his 
letters  and  his  participation  in  treaties.  With  Beaxt^ 
CoEXPLAXTEE  ucvcr  was  on  friendly  terms,  and  after 
the  war  of  the  Eevolution,  their  policy,  and  even  per- 
sonal relations,  were  adverse  and  hostile.  Mr.  Ketchum, 
himself,  shows  that  there  existed  between  these  Chiefs 
"  a  i^ersonal  dislike," 

While  CoEXPLAXTEE  was  aiding  Washingtox  and  his 
agents,  Colonels  Peoctoe  and  Piokeee^g,  and  others,  to 
preserve  i)eace  with  the  hostile  Indians  of  the  west,  and 
conciliate  the  Six  Nations,  BEiVJ!fT  was  the  agent  of  the 
British  to  keei)  up  the  w^ar,  and  he  even  sent  some  of  his 
warriors  to  join  the  enemy,  when  they  took  up  the 
hatchet ;  he  made  his  home  with  the  British,  and  was  in 
constant  communication  with  Colonels  Goedox  and 
M'Kee,  the  commanders  at  Niagara  and  Detroit,  and 
with  other  British  officers. 
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The  writer  referred  to  adds  tlie  following :  "  As  a  war- 
dor,  whatever  may  be  thought  or  said  by  whites,  Coex- 
PLANTER,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Indians  who  were  their 
*cotemporaries,  was  the  superior  of  Bra.nt.  The  8enecas 
were  a  nation  of  warriors ;  and  it  will  be  admitted  that 
they  did  the  most  of  the  fighting  for  the  Six  jN^ations, 
during  nearly  two  centuries  of  their  history,  with  wlneli 
we  are  conversant.  From  the  time  Corxplanter  came 
on  the  stage,  (and  he  entered  upon  the  war  path  early,) 
down  to  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  had  no 
superior,  and  few  equals  as  a  warrior.  His  other  quali- 
fications will  be  judged  by  the  record  he  has  left  in  his 
speeches  and  letters,  and  in  the  archives  of  our  State  and 
Irrational  Government." — A"ol.  1,  p.  411. 

I  am  content  to  let  the  personal  and  political  char- 
acter of  our  Chief  be  judged  by  the  records  thus  referred 
to.  And  I  think  I  have  shown  in  this  Memorial,  from 
these  records,  that  Cornplaxter  was  not  only  a  distin- 
guished warrior,  statesman  and  orator,  but  that  he  was, 
after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  the  active, 
faithful  and  devoted  friend  of  the  government  and  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  And  that  he  also  well  deserves 
the  inscription  on  the  monument  erected  by  Pennsylvania 
to  his  memory,  "  Distinguished  for  talent,  courage,  elo- 
quence, sobriety  and  love  for  his  tribe  and  race,  to  whose 
welfare  he  devoted  his  time,  his  energies  and  his  means, 
during  a  loug  and  eventful  life." 

There  is  one  trait  in  the  character  of  Corxplaxtbr, 
not  heretofore  noticed,  which  is  referred  to  by  Colonel 
Proctor  in  his  narrati^^e,  and  which  I  think  ought  to  be 
presented  here.  Colonel  Proctor  was  sent  l)y  Wash- 
IXGTOX,  to  visit  CoRXPLAXTER,  to  engage  him  and  other 
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Chiefs,  to  go  on  an  embassy  of  peace  to  the  Western  In- 
<lians.  He  traveled  by  way  of  Wyoming  and  the  Sus- 
quehanna. I  quote  from  his  narrative,  under  the  date  of 
March  20,  1791. 

"This  day  we  set  forward  for  Captain  Waterman 
Baklwin's,  above  Wilkesbarre ;  arrived  there  in  the  even- 
ing, halted  for  him  i)art  of  two  days,  as  I  had  orders  to 
take  him  with  me  to  the  residence  of  The  Cornpla^tek, 
at  which  place  he  was  intended  to  act  as  instructor  to 
the  Indian  youth,  as  also  a  director  in  the  mode  and 
management  of  agriculture,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  Indians.  This  gentleman  was  made  prisoner  by 
CoE]!f planter  during  the  late  war,  (Revolution,)  ayid 
was  treated  T)y  Mm  tvith  remarkable  tenderness,  until  U- 
(jally  exclianged.''^ 


82  THE  COENPLAiJTEE  MEMOKIAL. 


ADDEESSES 

OF 

JOHN  LUKE  AND  STEPHEN  S.  SMITH. 

The  following  addresses  were  tiien  made  by  tlie  In- 
dians herein  mentioned ;  they  were  ti^nslated  by  Hae- 
liisoN  Halftown  and  Benjamin  Williams,  both  Sene- 
cas.  Mr,  Snowden  took  notes  of  these  addresses,  and 
has  written  them  out  as  follows  : 

John  Luke,  a  conncillor  of  the  Seneca  nation,  said : 
Brothers !  White  men  and  Indians : — It  has  been  laid 
upon  me  to  say  a  few  words.  We  were  well  pleased 
when  we  heard  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  di- 
rected that  a  monument  should  be  put  up  to  the  memo- 
ry of  Coenplantee,  at  his  grave.  And  we  were  pleased 
when  word  came  to  us  that  the  white  people  and  Indians 
should  be  here  to-day  to  see  the  monument  set  in  its 
proper  place,  and  to  hear  what  our  white  brothers  should 
say  on  the  occasion.  We  are  thankful  for  what  has  been 
done  by  Pennsylvania,  and  for  the  good  words  we  have 
heard  this  beautiful  day.  The  occa,sion  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  us.  This  monument,  more  enduring  than 
the  wampum  which  our  forefathers  used  to  record  events 
and  keep  them  in  remembrance,  will  remind  us  of  the 
kindness  of  Pennsylvania  to  our  great  and  good  Chief, 
and  keep  bright  the  chain  whose  links  have  united  us  to 
the  Quaker  State  even  from  the  time  of  Onas  (William 
Penn)  to  the  present  day.  Brothers !  The  Ooenplan- 
TEE  was  known  to  us  to  be  an  honest  man,  and  without 
deceit,  and  we  are  glad  to  hear,  by  the  words  spoken 
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tills  day,  that  our  white  brethren  so  regard  him,  and  re- 
spect his  memory.  He  made  the  treaties  and  speeches 
referred  to  this  day,  and  I  now  say  that  it  is  proper  that 
all  the  people  should  remember  that  every  word  that  has 
been  said,  so  far  as  I  understand  them,  are  words  of  truth. 
We  always  understood  that  Oornplanter  desired  his 
children,  and  his  nation,  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
white  people  in  cultivating  the  land.  It  lies  upon  our 
hearts  that  we  should  remember  the  words  of  The  Ookn- 

PLANTER. 

Friendship  was  established  between  the  red  men  and 
the  white  men  by  treaties,  and  we  wish  them  to  stand 
I)ermanent,  This  is  all  I  have  to  say  in  behalf  of  my  peo- 
ple.   Farewell ! 

Stephen  S.  Smith,  a  Seneca  Indian,  and  a  Chief  of 
the  Six  Nations,  then  rose  and  said :  Friends  and  Broth- 
ers !  We  are  grateful  for  what  is  done  and  said  here  this 
beautiful  day.  The  sun  shines  upon  us,  and  we  are  here 
as  brothers  to  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  old  CoRX- 
PLANTER.  It  is  in  accordance  with  the  laws  and  cus- 
toms of  the  Six  N^ations  that  the  people  should  meet  to 
commemorate  the  memory  of  the  dead. 

Brothers !  We  are  now  a  feeble  people  in  numbers  and 
in  i30wer;  our  forefathers  were  strong  and  powerful. 
This  is  known  to  us,  and  it  is  grateful  to  our  hearts  to 
hear  the  history  of  the  Six  Nations  described  to  us  to- 
day. It  is  gratifying  to  us  to  hear  the  words  we  have 
heard  this  day,  so  true  and  i^lain,  delivered  by  our  broth- 
er, from  Philadelphia,  who  so  well  depicted  the  life  and 
character  of  Oornplanter.  And  here  at  his  grave,  where 
kis  bones  are  buried,  it  is  our  duty  to  remember  his  in 
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structions  to  liis  people,  to  work,  and  also,  to  plant  oitr 
land ;  and  now  it  is  our  duty  to  prosecute  that  work  as 
liis  children.  Brothers !  We  have  been  told  that  the  In- 
dians are  like  the  leaves  which  fall  at  this  season  of  the 
year.  The  leaves  do  fall,  but  we  live  in  hope  that  the 
next  summer  will  bring*  them  forth  again.  My  wish  is, 
that  what  remains  of  the  Six  iTatious,  and  their  children's 
children,  should  continue  to  live  on  the  lands  which  they 
now  own  by  means  of  reservations  secured  to  them  by 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  I  am  not 
willing  to  see  the  day  when  these  hills  will  no  longer  look 
down  upon  the  cabins  of  our  people.  I  hope  they  will 
live  here,  and  on  the  New  York  reservations,  neighbors 
of  our  friends,  the  wliite  i)eople,  until  we  and  they  are 
called  away  unto  the  place  of  everlasting-  rest ;  where 
there  is  but  one  people,  one  mind  and  one  tongue.  I 
hope  our  children,  to  the  remotest  generations,  will  come 
here  and  look  at  this  monument  to  old  OoKNPLAJsfTEE, 
and  read  what  is  inscribed  upon  it ;  and  my  desire  is  that 
the  Indians  of  the  Seneca  nation  should  continue  to  live 
here,  not  only  as  long-  as  this  handsome  monument  stands, 
but  as  long  as  these  hills  and  valleys  remain,  and  the 
waters  of  the  Allegheny  mingle  with  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi. And  now,  on  behalf  of  my  nation,  I  return 
thanks  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  our  white 
brethren  present,  for  what  has  been  so  well  done  this 
day ;   and  say  to  all  faiewelL 
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I^OTE  BY  J.  E.  S^rOWDEK 

Tlie  following  is  a  brief  statement  of  tlie  present  loca- 
tion and  population  of  the  Six  l^ation.s  of  Indians: 

SENEGAS. 

1.  Senecas  on  tlie  Allegheny  river,  in  Pennsylvania, 
fifteen  miles  above  Warren,  at  Coenplanter\s  town, 
(Jennesadaga.) 

Population 80 

Acres  of  land  owned 300 

2.  Senecas  on  the  AUegbeny  reservation,  in  New  York, 
ii  few  miles  above  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

Population  about 900 

Acres  of  land 26,600 

3.  Senecas  on  Cattaraugus  reservatioii,  in  Erie  and 
Cattaraugus  counties,  ISTew  York. 

Population  about 1,700 

Acres  of  land  under  cultivation 5,000 

4.  Senecas  at  Tonawandas,  in  New  York. 

Population  about 700 

Acres  of  land. 7^000 

ONEIDAS. 

1.  Oneidas,  in  Oneida  and  Madison  counties  N.  York. 

Population  about 250 

Acres  of  land. 400 

2.  The  largest  remnant  of  this  tribe,  (Oneidas,)  reside 
in  Brown  county,  Wisconsin. 

Population  about . . . .       800 

■Chej  i)ossess  a  large  bod^^  of  land. 
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ONONDAGOS. 

The  residence  of  this  tribe  is  about  six  miles  south  of 
the  city  of  Syracuse,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Population  about 350 

Acres  of  land  owned. . . . . . 7,600- 

TUSCAEOEAS. 

Their  residence  is  about  seven  miles  north-east  of  Ni- 
agara Falls. 

Population  about 350' 

Acres  of  laud  held  by  them 6,250 

EECAPITULATIOX   OF   POPULATIOJf. 

Senecas „ 3,380 

Oneidas 1,050 

Ouondagos 350 

Tuscaroras . .  „ 350 

Total 5,130 


The  present  condition  of  these  remnants  of  the  Six: 
Nations  is  quite  respectable.  In  most  of  the  reserva- 
tions they  have  schools  and  places  of  public  Avorship« 
Many  of  them  belon.j^  to  the  Methodist  and  Baptist 
churches.  The  Chief  of  th^  Six  Nations,  Stephei^  S. 
Smith,  who  made  a  speech  at  the  inaiigiu^ation  of  the 
OoENPLANTEE  monumeut,  is  a  minister  m  the  Baptist 
church.  He  is  a  man  of  intelligence  and  respectability,. 
I  here  insert  a  letter  I  have  recently  received  from  him,, 
which  will  doubtless  be  interesting  toour  readers. 
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"  Akrox,  K  Y.,  July  10,  1867. 

"  Dear  Sir  : — I  am  very  desirous  of  obtaining  a  copy 
of  the  history  of  the  life  of  Oorxplanter.  If  yon  have 
a  copy  of  the  history  that  you  spoke  at  the  raising  of 
the  monument  on  the  CoRNPLA:srTER  reservation  last 
October,  and  will  send  it  to  me  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  our  young  men,  you  will  confer  a  favor  upon  me  and 
them  that  I  shall  be  most  grateful  to  re-pay,  when  an  oj)- 
portunity  is  presented.  And  if  you  have  a  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  the  addresses  delivered  that  day,  and  taken 
by  yourself,  I  should  be  most  happy  to  receive  a  copy 
of  the  same  also. 

"  If  your  noble  State  saw  fit  to  appropriate  money  to 
fence  the  grave  of  the  deceased  Oornplanter,  I  shall 
be  most  happy  to  meet  you  there  and  assist  j^ou  in  sur- 
rounding the  last  resting  place  of  our  departed  brother, 
with  the  respectful  barricade  furnished  by  a  grateful 
people. 

"  I  am  sorry,  that  it  is  necessary,  in  speaking  of 
our  honored  brother,  Joh:n^  Luke,  who  was  with  us  at 
the  monument  meeting  last  October,  that  he  will  be  with 
us  no  more  at  our  meetings  this  side  of  the  setting  sun. 
He  took  his  departure  for  the  great  spiritual  hunting 
ground  last  April. 

*'  Yours  truly, 

"STEPHEN  S.  SMITH, 
"  Chief  of  Six  Nations. 

"  To  James  Eoss  Snowden,  Philadeli)hia." 

An  appropriation  having  been  made  for  that  object, 
by  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session,  a  substantial  and 
appropriate  fence  was  placed  around  the  grave  and  monu- 
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ment  of  Ooenplanter  on  tlie  20tli  of  September,  1867. 
It  consists  of  marble  posts  with  carved  caps ;  iron  rails 
with  chains  and  tassels,  and  presents  a  very  handsome 
appearance. 

In  honor  of  the  comi)letion  of  the  monument,  and  to 
express  their  thanks  to  the  Great  Spirit,  and  their  gTati- 
tude  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  her 
agents,  the  Senecas  had  a  "green  corn  feast,"  on  the 
23d,  24th  and  25th  of  September.  It  was  a  great  occa- 
sion, and  was  largely  attended.  Thek  ceremonies  had 
relation  not  only  to  the  completion  of  the  monument, 
l)ut  to  express  their  thanks  to  the  Great  Spirit  for  the 
abundant  crops  which  have  this  year  rewarded  their  agri- 
cultural labors.  The  erection  of  the  GoRJiTPL  antee  monu- 
ment, and  the  proceedings  relating  to  it,  have  had  an 
excellent  and  benign  influence  upon  these  Indians.  A 
friend  writes  to  me :  "  The  natives  are  greatly  pleased 
with  all  that  has  been  done ;  they  have  better  crops  than 
usual,  and  act  more  civilized.  These  proceedings  have 
increased  their  self-respect,  and  made  an  enduring  mark 
upon  their  grateful  hearts." 
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APPEl^DIX. 


JOINT   RESOLUTION  AUTHORIZING  THE   CORNPLANTER 
MONUMENT. 


The  Joint  Eesolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Peunsylvania, 
autliorizing  the  erection  of  the  monument  to  Cornplantek, 
is  in  the  following  words : 

WHEEEAS,  Solomon  O'Bail,  a  grandson  of  Coenplan- 
TEE,  an  Indian,  who  rendered  eminent  services  to  the  State 
and  E^ation,  during  the  Eevolutionary  war  and  the  early  his- 
tory of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mark  Pierce,  his  interpreter,  have 
just  had  a  hearing  before  the  Senate : 

And  whereas,  A  recognition  of  the  eminent  services  of 
CoENPLANTER,  is  due  from  the  government  of  Pennsylvania ; 
therefore. 

Be  it  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  Tnet, 
That  the  State  Treasurer  shall  pay  to  Solomon  O'Ball,  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  the  fui'ther  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  Samuel  P.  Johnson,  to  be  expended  in  erect- 
ing and  enclosing  a  suitable  monument  in  memory  of  Corn- 
planter. 

(Signed)  JAMES  E.  KELLEY, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  liepresentatives. 

DAVID  FLEMING, 

speaker  of  the  Senate, 

Approved — The  twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

A.  G.  CUETIK 
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SPEECH  OF  OOE^PLAE'TER, 

TO   PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON,   AT  PHILADELPHIA,   IN   THE  YEAR  1790. 


Father  !  The  voice  of  the  Seneca  nation  speaks  to  you,  the 
great  comicillor,  in  whose  heart  the  wise  men  of  all  the  Thir- 
teen Fires  have  placed  their  wisdom.  It  may  be  very  small  in 
your  ears,  and  we  therefore  entreat  you  to  hearken  with  atten- 
tion, for  we  are  about  to  speak  of  things  which  are  to  us  very 
great.  When  your  army  entered  the  country  of  the  Six  ISTa- 
tions,  we  called  you  the  Town  Destroyer;  and  to  this  day,  when 
that  name  is  heard,  om^  women  look  behind  them  and  tm^n  x)ale, 
and  our  children  cling  to  the  necks  of  their  mothers.  Our  coun- 
cillors and  warriors  are  men,  and  cannot  be  afraid ;  but  their 
hearts  are  grieved  with  the  fears  of  our  women  and  children, 
and  desire  it  may  be  buried  so  deep  as  to  be  heard  no  more. 
When  you  gave  us  peace,  we  caUed  you  father,  because  you 
promised  to  seciu-e  us  in  the  possession  of  oiu-  lands.  Do  this, 
and  so  long  as  the  lands  shall  remain,  that  beloved  name  shaU 
live  in  the  heart  of  every  Seneca. 

Father !  We  mean  to  open  our  hearts  before  you,  and  we 
earnestly  desire  that  you  will  let  us  clearly  understand  what 
you  resolve  to  do.  When  our  Chiefs  retiu-ned  from  the  treaty 
at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  laid  before  our  council  what  had  been 
done  there,  our  nation  was  surprised  to  hear  how  great  a  coun- 
tiy  you  had  compelled  them  to  give  up  to  you  without  your 
paying,  to  us,  anything  for  it.  Every  one  said  that  your  hearts 
were  yet  swelled  with  resentment  against  us  for  what  had  hap- 
pened during  the  war,  but  that  one  day  you  would  re-consider 
it  with  more  kindness.  We  asked  each  other,  "  What  have  we 
done  to  deserve  such  severe  chastisement?" 

Father !  When  you  kindled  your  Thirteen  Fires  separately, 
the  wise  men  assembled  at  them  told  us  that  you  were  aU 
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brothers,  the  children  of  one  great  father,  who  regarded,  also, 
the  red  people  as  his  children.  They  called  us  brothers,  and 
invited  us  to  his  protection  5  thoy  told  us  that  he  resided  be- 
yond the  great  water  where  the  sun  first  rises ;  that  he  was  a 
King-,  whose  power  no  people  could  resist,  and  that  his  good- 
ness was  as  bright  as  that  sun.  What  they  said  went  to  our 
hearts,  we  accepted  the  invitation,  and  promised  to  obey  him. 
What  the  Seneca  nation  promise  they  faithfully  perform,  and 
when  you  refused  obedience  to  that  IHng,  he  commanded  us 
to  assist  his  beloved  men  in  making  you  sober.  In  obeying 
him,  we  did  no  more  than  yourselves  had  led  us  to  promise. 
The  men  that  claimed  this  promise  told  us  you  were  children 
and  had  no  guns ;  that  when  they  had  shaken  you,  you  would 
submit.  We  hearkened  to  them,  and  were  deceived,  uutU  your 
army  approached  our  towns.  We  were  deceived;  but  your 
people,  in  teaching  us  to  confide  in  that  King,  helped  to  de- 
ceive us,  and  we  now  appeal  to  yoiu^  heart — ^is  the  blame  all 
oiu-s  ? 

Father !  When  we  saw  that  we  were  deceived,  and  heard  the 
invitation  which  you  gave  us  to  draw  near  to  the  fire  which 
you  had  kindled,  and  talk  with  you  concerning  peace,  we  made 
haste  towards  it.  You  then  told  us  that  we  were  in  your  hand, 
and  that  by  closing  it  you  could  crush  us  to  nothing,  and  you 
demanded  from  us  a  great  country  as  the  price  of  that  peace 
Avhich  you  had  offered  us — as  if  our  want  of  strength  had  de- 
stroyed oiu'  rights.  Our  Chiefs  had  felt  your  power,  and  were 
unable  to  contend  against  you,  and  they,  therefore,  gave  up 
that  country.  What  they  agreed  to  has  bound  our  nation,  but 
yoiu^  ang-er  against  us  must  by  this  time  be  cooled,  and  although 
oiu"  strength  has  not  increased,  nor  your  power  become  less, 
we  ask  you  to  consider  calmly,  were  the  terms  dictated  to  us 
by  your  commissioners  reasonable  and  just  ? 

Father !  Your  commissioners,  when  they  drew  the  line  which 
separated  the  laud  then  given  up  to  you,  from  that  which  you 
agreed  shoidd  remain  to  be  oiu-s,  did  most  solemnly  promise 
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that  we  sliould  be  secured  in  the  peaceable  i^ossession  of  the 
lands  which  we  inhabited  east  and  north  of  that  line.  Does 
this  promise  bind  you  ? 

Hear  now,  we  beseech  you,  what  has  happened  concerning 
that  land.  On  the  day  in  which  we  finished  the  treaty  at  Fort 
Stanwix,  commissioners  from  Pennsylvania  told  our  Chiefs 
that  they  had  come  there  to  purchase  all  the  lands  belonging 
to  us  within  the  lines  of  their  State,  and  they  told  us  that  their 
line  would  strike  the  river  Susquehanna,  below  Tioga  Branch. 
They  then  left  us  to  consider  of  the  bargam  till  next  day.  On 
the  next  day,  we  let  them  know  that  we  w^ere  unwilling  to  sell 
all  the  lands  within  their  State,  and  proposed  to  let  them  have 
part  of  it,  which  we  pointed  out  to  them  in  their  map.  They 
told  us  that  they  must  have  the  whole ;  that  it  was  already 
ceded  to  them  by  the  great  King,  at  the  time  of  making  peace 
with  you,  and  was  their  own  ;  but  they  said  that  they  would 
not  take  advantage  of  that,  and  were  wilMng  to  jjay  us  for  it — 
after  the  manner  of  their  ancestors.  Our  Chiefs  were  unable 
to  contend  at  that  time,  and,  therefore,  they  sold  the  lands  uj) 
to  the  line  which  was  then  shown  to  them  as  the  line  of  that 
State.  What  the  commissioners  had  said  about  the  land  hav- 
ing been  ceded  to  them  at  the  peace,  our  Chiefs  considered  as 
intended  only  to  lessen  the  price,  and  they  passed  it  by  with 
very  little  notice ;  but  since  that  we  have  heard  so  much  from 
others,  about  the  right  to  our  lands,  which  the  King  gave  when 
you  made  peace  with  him,  that  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  you 
will  tell  us  what  it  means. 

Father !  Our  nation  empowered  John  Livingston  to  let  out 
part  of  our  lands  on  rent,  to  be  paid  to  us.  He  told  us  that  he 
was  sent  by  Congress  to  do  this  for  us,  and  we  fear  he  has  de- 
ceived us  in  the  writing  he  has  obtained  from  us.  For  since 
the  time  of  oitr  giving  that  power,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Phelps 
has  come  among  us,  and  claimed  our  whole  country,  northward 
of  the  line  of  Pennsylvania,  under  purchase  from  that  Liv- 
ingston, to  whom  he  said  he  had  paid  twenty  thousand  dol- 
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lars  for  it.  He  said,  also,  that  he  had  bought,  likewise,  from 
the  Council  of  the  Thirteen  Fires,  and  paid  them  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  more  for  the  same.  And  he  said,  also,  that  it  did 
not  belong  to  us,  for  the  great  King  had  ceded  the  whole  of  it 
when  you  made  peace  with  him.  Thus  he  claimed  the  whole 
(country  north  of  Pennsylvania,  and  west  of  the  lands  belonging- 
to  the  Cayugas.  He  demanded  it;  he  insisted  on  his  demand^ 
and  declared  that  he  woidd  have  it  all.  It  was  impossible  for 
us  to  grant  him  this,  and  we  immediately  refused  it.  After 
some  days,  he  proposed  to  run  a  line  at  a  small  distance  east- 
ward  of  oiu*  western  boundary,  which  we  refused  to  agree  to^ 
He  then  threatened  us  with  immediate  Avar  if  we  did  not  com- 
ply. 

Upon  this  threat,  our  Chiefs  held  a  council,  and  they  agi*eed 
that  no  event  of  war  could  be  worse  than  to  be  driven,  with 
our  wives  and  children,  from  the  only  country  which  we  had 
any  right  to,  and,  therefore,  weak  as  our  nation  was,  they  de- 
termined to  take  the  chance  of  war,  rather  than  submit  to  such 
unjust  demands,  which  seemed  to  have  no  bounds.  Street, 
the  great  trader  to  Magara,  was  then  with  us,  having  come  at 
the  request  of  Phelps,  and  as  he  always  professed  to  be  our 
great  friend,  we  consulted  him  ui)on  this  subject.  He  also  told 
us  that  OUT  lands  had  been  ceded  by  the  King,  and  that  we 
must  give  them  up. 

Astonished  at  what  we  heard  from  every  quarter,  with  hearts 
aching  with  compassion  for  oui'  women  and  children,  we  were 
thus  compelled  to  give  uj)  all  our  country  north  of  the  line  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  east  of  the  Genesee  river,  up  to  the  fork,  and 
east  of  a  south  line  drawn  from  that  fork  to  the  Pennsylvania 
line. 

For  this  land,  Phelps  agreed  to  pay  us  ten  thousand  dollars 
in  hand,  and  one  thousand  forever.  He  paid  us  two  thousand 
dollars,  and  five  hundred  dollars  in  hand,  part  of  the  ten  thou- 
sand, and  he  sent  for  us  to  come  last  spring  and  receive  our 
money,  but  instead  of  paying  us  the  remainder  of  the  ten  thou- 
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sand,  and  tlie  one  thousand  dollars  due  for  the  first  year,  he 
offered  us  no  more  than  live  hundred  dollars,  and  insisted  that 
he  agreed  with  us  for  that  sum,  to  be  paid  yearly.  We  debated 
with  him  for  six  days,  during  which  time  he  persisted  in  refus- 
ing to  pay  us  our  just  demand,  and  he  insisted  that  we  should 
receive  the  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  Street,  from  Niagara, 
also  insisted  on  our  receiving  the  money  as  it  was  offered  to 
us.  The  last  reason  he  assigned  for  continuing  to  refuse  pay- 
ing was.  that  the  King  had  ceded  all  the  lands  to  the  Thirteen 
Fires,  and  that  he  had  bought  them  from  you,  and  paid  yon 
for  them. 

We  could  bear  this  confusion  no  longer;  and  determined  to 
press  through  every  difficulty,  and  lift  up  our  voice  that  you 
might  hear  us,  and  to  claim  that  security  in  the  possession  of 
our  lands,  which  yoiu'  commissioners  promised  us.  And  we 
noAV  entreat  you  to  inquire  into  our  complaiuts,  and  redress  our 
wrongs. 

Father !  Our  writings  were  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Street, 
of  Niagara,  as  we  supposed  him  to  be  our  friend ;  but  when  we 
saw  Phelps  consulting  mth  Street,  on  every  occasion,  we 
doubted  of  his  honesty  towards  us,  and  we  have  since  heard 
that  he  was  to  receive,  for  his  endeavors  to  deceive  us,  a  piece 
of  land  ten  miles  in  width,  west  of  the  Genesee  river,  and  near 
forty  miles  in  length,  extending  to  Lake  Ontario ;  and  the  lines 
of  this  tract  have  been  run  accordingly,  although  no  part  of  it 
is  within  the  bounds  which  limits  his  pui'chase.  jSTo  doubt  he 
meant  to  deceive  us. 

Father!  You  have  said  that  we  are  in  your  hand,  and  that 
by  closing  it  you  could  crush  us  to  nothing.  Are  you  deter- 
mined to  crush  us  ?  If  you  are,  tell  us  so ;  that  those  of  our 
nation  who  have  become  your  children,  and  have  determined 
to  die  so,  may  know  what  to  do. 

In  this  case,  one  Chief  has  said  he  would  ask  you  to  put  him 
out  of  pain.    Another,  who  will  not  think  of  dying  by  the  hand 
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of  his  father  or  his  brother,  has  said  he  will  retire  to  the  Cha- 
tauqiie,  eat  of  the  fatal  root,  and  sleep  with  his  fathers  iQ  peace. 

Before  you  determine  on  a  measure  so  unjust,  look  up  to  God, 
who  has  made  us  as  well  as  yoti.  We  hoj)e  he  will  not  permit 
you  to  destroy  the  whole  of  om^  nations. 

Father!  Hear  our  case;  many  nations  inhabited  this  coun- 
try, but  they  had  no  wisdom,  and  therefore  they  warred  to- 
gether. The  Six  Nations  were  powerful,  and  compelled  them 
to  peace ;  the  lands,  for  a  great  extent,  were  given  up  to  them, 
but  the  nations  which  were  not  destroyed,  all  continued  oh 
those  lands,  and  claimed  the  protection  of  the  Six  IS'ations,  as 
the  brothers  of  their  fathers.  They  were  men,  and  when  at 
peace,  had  a  right  to  live  on  the  earth.  The  French  came 
among  us  and  built  Niagara;  they  became  our  fathers,  and 
took  care  of  us.  Sir  William  Johnson  came  and  took  that 
Fort  from  the  French ;  he  became  our  father,  and  promised  to 
take  care  of  us,  and  did  so,  until  you  were  too  strong  for  his 
King.  To  him  we  gave  four  miles  around  Niagara,  as  a  place 
of  trade.  We  have  already  said  how  we  came  to  join  against 
you;  we  saw  that  we  were  wrong;  we  wished  for  peace;  you 
demanded  a  great  coimtry  to  be  given  up  to  you;  it  was  sur- 
rendered to  you,  as  the  price  of  peace,  and  we  ought  to  have 
peace,  and  possession  of  the  little  land  which  you  then  left  us. 

Father!  When  that  great  country  was  given  up,  there  were 
but  few  Chiefs  present,  and  they  were  compelled  to  give  it  up, 
and  it  is  not  the  Six  Nations,  only,  that  reproach  these  Chiefs 
with  having  given  up  that  county,  the  Chippewas,  and  all  the 
nations  who  lived  on  those  lands  westward,  call  to  us,  and  ask 
us  "Brothers  of  our  fathers,  where  is  the  place  you  have  re- 
served for  us  to  lie  down  upon  f 

Father !  You  have  compelled  us  to  do  that  which  has  made 
us  ashamed.  We  have  nothing  to  answer  to  the  children  of 
the  brothers  of  our  fathers.  When,  last  spring,  they  called 
upon  us  to  go  to  war  to  secure  them  a  bed  to  lie  upon,  the 
Senecas  entreated  them  to  be  quiet,  till  we  had  spoken  to  you 
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But  on  our  way  down,  we  lieard  that  your  army  had  gone  to- 
ward the  country  which  those  nations  inhabit,  antl  if  they  meet 
together,  the  best  blood  on  both  sides  will  stain  the  ground. 

Father !  We  will  not  conceal  from  you  that  the  Great  God 
and  not  man  has  preserved  The  Oornplanter  from  the  hands 
of  his  own  nation.  For  they  ask  continually  "where  is  the 
land  which  our  children,  and  their  children  after  them,  are  to 
lie  down  upon."  You  to  us  say,  that  the  line  drawn  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  Lake  Ontario  would  mark  it  forever  on  the  east, 
and  the  line  running  from  Buffalo  creek  to  Pennsylvania  would 
mark  It  on  the  west,  and  we  see  that  it  is  not  so.  For  first  one, 
and  then  another,  comes  and  takes  it  away  by  order  of  that 
l>eople  which  you  tell  us  promises  to  secure  it  to  us.  He  is 
silent,  for  he  has  nothing  to  answer.  ^Tien  the  sun  goes  down, 
he  opens  his  heart  before  God,  and  earlier  than  that  sun  ap- 
pears upon  the  hills  he  gives  thanks  for  his  protection  during 
the  night ;  for  he  feels  that  among  men,  become  desperate  by 
their  danger,  it  is  God  only  that  can  preserve  him.  He  loves 
peace,  and  all  that  he  had  in  store  he  has  given  to  those  who 
have  been  robbed  by  your  people  lest  they  should  plunder  the 
innocent  to  re-pay  themselves.  The  whole  season  which  others 
have  employed  in  providing  for  their  families,  he  has  spent  in 
his  endeavors  to  preserve  peace ;  at  this  moment  his  wife  and 
children  are  lying  on  the  ground,  and  in  want  of  food ;  his 
heart  is  in  jiain  for  them,  but  he  perceives  that  the  Great  God 
will  try  his  firmness  in  doing  what  is  right. 

Father !  The  game  which  the  Great  Spirit  sent  into  our  coun- 
try for  us  to  eat  is  going  from  among  us.  We  thought  that  he 
intended  we  should  till  the  ground  with  the  plough,  as  the 
white  people  do,  and  we  talked  to  one  another  about  it.  But 
before  we  speak  to  you  concerning  this,  we  must  know  from 
you,  whether  you  mean  to  leave  us  and  our  children  any  land 
to  till.     Speak  plainly  to  us  concerning  this  great  business. 

All  the  lands  we  have  been  speaking  of  belonged  to  the  Six 
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Nations,  and  no  part  of  it  ever  belonged  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, and  he  conld  not  give  it  to  you. 

The  land  we  live  on,  our  fathers  received  from  God,  and  they 
transmitted  it  to  us  for  our  children,  and  we  cannot  part  with  it. 

Father !  We  told  you  that  we  would  open  our  hearts  to  you. 
Hear  us  once  more. 

At  Fort  Stauwix,  we  agreed  to  deliver  up  those  of  our  peo- 
ple who  should  do  you  any  wrong,  that  you  might  try  them, 
and  punish  them  according  to  your  law.  We  delivered  up  two 
men  accordingly,  but  instead  of  trying  them  according  to  your 
laws,  the  lowest  of  yoiu*  people  took  them  from  your  magis- 
trate and  put  them  immediately  to  death.  It  is  just  to  punish 
murder  with  death ;  but  the  Senecas  will  not  deliver  up  their 
people  to  men  who  disregard  the  treaties  of  their  own  nation. 

Father!  Innocent  men  of  our  nation  are  killed  one  after 
another,  and  our  best  families ;  but  none  of  your  people  who 
have  committed  the  murders  have  been  punished. 

We  recollect  that  you  did  not  promise  to  pimish  those  who 
killed  our  people,  and  we  now  ask,  was  it  intended  that  your 
people  should  kill  the  Senecas,  and  not  only  remain  unpunished 
by  you,  but  be  protected  by  you  against  the  revenge  of  the 
next  of  kin  1 

Father !  These  are  to  us  very  great  things.  We  know  that 
you  are  very  strong,  and  we  have  heard  that  you  are  wise,  and 
we  wait  to  hear  your  answer  to  what  we  said,  that  we  may 
know  that  you  are  just 
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ADDEESS 

OP 

PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON  TO  CORNPLANTER,  DEC.  29, 1790. 

The  reply  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  Speech  of 

The  Coknplanter,  Halp-Town  and  Great  Tree,  Chiefs 

and  Counsellors  of  the  Senelai  Xations  of  Indians. 

I,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  my  own  mouth, 
and  hj  a  written  Speech,  signed  hy  own  hand  and  sealed  with 
the  seal  of  the  United  States,  speak  to  the  Seneka  nation,  and 
desire  their  attention,  and  that  they  would  keep  this  Speech 
in  remembrance  of  the  friendship  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  received  your  Speech  with  satisfaction,  as  a  proof  of 
your  confidence  in  the  justice  of  the  United  States — and  I  have 
attentively  examined  the  several  objects  which  you  have  laid 
before  me,  whether  delivered  by  your  Chiefs  at  Tioga  Point, 
in  the  last  month,  to  Colonel  Pickering,  or  laid  before  me,  in 
the  present  month,  by  The  Cornplanter,  and  the  other 
Seneka  Chiefs,  now  in  Philadelphia. 

In  the  first  place,  I  observe  to  you,  and  I  request  it  may  sink 
deep  in  youi-  minds,  that  it  is  my  desire,  and  the  desire  of  the 
United  States,  that  aU  the  miseries  of  the  late  war  should  be 
forgotten  and  buried  forever.  That  in  future  the  United  States 
and  the  Six  I^Tations  should  be  truly  brothers,  promoting  each 
other's  prosperity  by  acts  of  mutual  friendship  and  justice. 

I  am  not  uninformed  that  the  Six  Nations  have  been  led  into 
Ksome  difficulties  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  their  lands  since 
the  peace.  But  I  must  inform  you  that  these  evils  arose  before 
the  present  government  of  the  United  States  was  established, 
when  the  separate  States  and  individuals  under  their  authori- 
ty, undertook  to  treat  with  the  Indian  tribes  respecting  the 
sale  of  their  lands. 

But  the  case  is  now  entirely  altered — t;he  general  govern 
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ment  only  has  the  power  to  treat  with  the  Indian  nations,  and 
any  treaty  formed  and  held  without  its  authority,  will  not  he 
binding. 

Here  then  is  the  security  for  the  remainder  of  your  lands.— 
Ko  State,  nor  person,  can  p^u•chase  your  lands,  unless  at  some 
public  treaty  held  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
The  general  government  Avill  never  consent  to  your  being  de- 
frauded.   But  it  will  protect  you  in  all  your  rights. 

Hear  well  and  let  it  be  heard  by  every  person  in  your  na- 
tion, that  the  President  of  the  United  States  declares,  that  the 
general  government  considers  itself  bound  to  protect  you  in  all 
the  lands  secured  you  by  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  the 
twenty-second  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  excepting  such  parts  as  you  may  since  have  fairly 
sold  to  persons  properly  authorized  to  purchase  of  you. 

You  complain  that  John  Livingston  and  Olivek  Phelps 
have  obtained  your  lands,  assisted  by  Mr.  Street,  of  Magara, 
and  they  have  not  complied  with  their  agreement. 

It  appears,  upon  inquuy  of  the  Governor  of  New  York,  that 
John  Livingston  is  not  legally  authorized  to  treat  with  you, 
and  that  every  thing  he  did  with  you  has  been  declared  null 
and  void,  so  that  you  may  rest  easy  on  that  account. 

But  it  does  not  appear  from  any  proofs  yet  in  the  possession 
of  government,  that  Oliver  Phelps  has  defrauded  you. 

If,  however,  you  should  have  any  just  cause  of  complaint 
against  him,  and  can  make  satisfactory  proof  hereof,  the  Federal 
Courts  will  be  open  to  you  for  redress,  as  to  all  other  persons. 

But  yoiu'  great  object  seems  to  be  the  security  of  your  re- 
maining lands,  and  I  have,  therefore,  upon  this  point,  meant 
to  be  sufficiently  strong  and  clear. 

That  in  future  you  cannot  be  defrauded  of  your  lands.— That 
you  possess  the  right  to  sell,  and  the  right  of  refusing  to  sell 
your  lands. 

That,  therefore,  the  sale  of  your  lands,  in  future,  will  depend 
entirely  upon  yourselves. 
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But  that  when  you  may  find  it  for  your  interest  to  sell  any 
parts  of  yoiu'  lands,  the  United  States  must  be  present  by  their 
agent,  and  will  be  your  secimty,  that  you  shall  not  be  defrauded 
in  the  bargain  you  may  make. 

It  will,  however,  be  important  that  before  you  make  any 
farther  sales  of  your  land,  that  you  should  determine  among 
yourselves  who  are  the  persons  among  you  that  shaU  give  such 
conveyances  thereof  as  shaU  be  binding  upon  yom^  nation,  and 
forever  preclude  aU  disputes  relative  to  the  validity  of  the  sale. 

That,  besides  the  before-mentioned  security  for  your  land, 
you  will  perceive  by  the  law  of  Congress  for  regulating  trade 
and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes — ^the  fatherly  care  the 
United  States  intend  to  take  of  the  Indians.  For  the  particu- 
lar meaning  of  this  law  I  refer  you  to  the  explanations  given 
thereof  by  Colonel  Pickering,  at  Tioga,  which,  with  the  law, 
are  herewith  delivered  to  you. 

You  have  said  in  your  Speech,  "  That  the  game  is  going 
away  from  among  you,  and  that  you  thought  it  the  design  of 
the  Great  Spkit  that  you  tUl  the  ground ;— but  before  you  speak 
upon  this  subject,  you  want  to  know  whether  the  United  States 
means  to  leave  you  any  land  to  till  f 

You  now  know  that  the  lands  secm-ed  to  you  by  the  Treaty 
of  Fort  Stanwix,  excepting  such  parts  as  you  may  since  have 
fairly  sold,  are  yoms,  and  that  only  j^our  own  acts  can  convey 
them  away.  Speak,  therefore,  your  wishes  on  the  subject  of 
tilling  the  ground.  The  ]Jnited  States  wiU  be  happy  to  afford 
you  every  assistance  in  the  only  business  wliich  will  add  to 
your  numbers  and  happiness. 

The  mmders  which  have  been  committed  upon  some  of  youi' 
peoi)le  by  the  bad  white  men,  I  sincerely  lament  and  reprobate, 
and  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  real  murderers  wiU  be  secured, 
and  punished  as  they  deserve.  This  business  has  been  suffi- 
ciently explained  to  you  here,  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  by  Colonel  Pickeking,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
at  Tioga. 
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The  Senekas  may  be  assured,  that  the  rewards  offered  for 
apprehending  the  murderers  will  be  continued  until  they  are 
secured  for  trial,  and  that  when  they  shall  be  apprehended,  that 
they  will  be  tried  and  punished  as  if  they  had  killed  white  men. 

Having  answered  the  most  material  parts  of  your  Speech,  I 
shall  inform  you,  that  some  bad  Indians,  and  the  outcast  of 
several  tribes  who  reside  at  the  Miamee  Village,  have  long 
continued  their  murders  and  depredations  upon  the  frontiers 
lying  along  the  Ohio.  That  they  have  not  only  refused  to  lis- 
ten to  my  voice  inviting  them  to  peace,  but  that  upon  receiving 
it  they  renewed  their  incursions  and  murders  with  greater  vio- 
lence than  ever.  I  have,  therefore,  been  obliged  to  strike  those 
bad  people,  in  order  to  make  them  sensible  of  their  madness. 
I  sincerely  hope  they  will  hearken  to  reason,  and  not  require 
to  be  further  chastised.  The  United  States  desire  to  be  the 
friends  of  the  Indians,  upon  terms  of  justice  and  humanity. — 
But  they  will  not  suffer  the  depredations  of  the  bad  Indians  to 
go  unpunished. 

My  desire  is  that  you  would  caution  all  the  Senekas  and  Six 
Nations,  to  prevent  their  rash  young  men  from  joining  the 
Miamee  Indians. — For  the  United  States  cannot  distinguish 
the  tribes  to  which  bad  Indians  belong,  and  every  tribe  must 
take  care  of  their  own  people. 

The  merits  of  The  Cornplantee,  and  his  friendship  for 
the  United  States,  are  well  known  to  me,  and  shall  not  be  for- 
gotten, and  as  a  mark  of  the  esteem  of  the  United  States,  I 
have  directed  the  Secretf^ry  of  War  to  make  him  a  present  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  either  in  money  or  goods,  as 
The  Cornplanter  shall  Like  best — and  he  may  depend  upon 
the  future  continued  kindness  of  the  United  States ; — and  I 
have  also  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  suitable  pre- 
sents to  the  other  Chiefs  present  in  Philadelphia ; — and  also, 
that  some  fm-ther  tokens  of  friendship  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
other  Chiefs,  now  in  their  nation. 

Remember  my  words,  Senekas — continue  to  be  strong  in 
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your  friendshij)  for  the  United  States,  as  the  only  rational 
gromid  of  your  future  happiness,  and  you  may  rely  upon  their 
kindness  and  protection. 

An  agent  shall  soon  be  appointed  to  reside  in  some  place 
convenient  to  the  Senekas  and  Six  l!^ations.  He  wUl  represent 
the  United  States.    Apply  to  him  on  all  occasions. 

If  any  man  brings  you  evil  reports  of  the  intentions  of  the 
United  States,  mark  that  man  as  your  enemy,  for  he  wUl  mean 
to  deceive  you  and  lead  you  into  trouble.  The  United  States 
^vill  be  true  and  faithful  to  their  engagements. 

Given  under  my  Hand  and  the  Seal  of  the  United  States,  at 
Philadelphia,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hiuidred  and  ninety,  and  in 
the  fifteenth  year  of  the  Sovereignty  and  Independence  of 
the  United  States. 

GO.  WASHINGTON 

By  the  President  : 

Th.  Jefferson. 
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SPEECH  OF  COBISTPLANTEE, 

IN  REPLY  TO  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON'S  ADDRESS. 


Father  : — Your  speech,  written  ou  the  great  paper,  is  to  us 
iike  the  first  light  of  the  morning  to  a  sick  man,  whose  pulse 
beats  too  strongly  in  his  temples  and  i^revents  him  from  sleep- 
He  sees  it  and  rejoices,  but  is  not  ciu^ed.  You  say  that  you 
have  spoken  plainly  on  the  great  point.  That  you  will  protect 
us  in  the  lands  secured  to  us  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  that  we  have 
the  right  to  sell^  or  to  refuse  to  sell  it.  Tliis  is  very  good.  But 
our  nation  complain  that  you  compelled  us  at  that  treat}^  to 
give  up  too  much  of  oiu*  lands.  We  confess  that  our  nation 
is  bound  by  what  was  there  done  5  and  a<;knowledging  your 
power,  we  have  now  aj)pealed  to  yourselves  against  that  treaty, 
as  made  while  you  were  too  angry  at  us,  and  therefore  unrea- 
sonable and  unjust.    To  this  you  have  given  us  no  answer. 

Father !  That  treaty  was  not  made  with  a  single  State — ^it 
was  with  the  Thkteen  States.  We  never  would  liave  given  all 
that  land  to  one  State.  We  know  it  was  before  you  had  the 
great  authority,  and  as  you  have  more  wisdom  than  the  com- 
missioners who  forced  us  into  that  treaty,  we  expect  that  yoji 
have  also  more  regard  to  justice,  and  will  now,  at  our  request-? 
re-consider  that  treaty,  and  restore  to  us  a  part  of  that  land. 

Father!  The  land  which  lies  between  the  line  running  south 
from  Lake  Erie  to  the  boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  as  mentioned 
at  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  the  eastern  boimdary  of  the 
land  which  you  sold,  and  the  Senecas  confirmed  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  the  land  in  which  Half  Town  and  all  his  people  live, 
with  other  Chiefs  who  always  have  been  and  still  are  dissatis- 
fied with  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix.  They  grew  out  of  this 
land,  and  their  fathers  grew  out  of  it,  and  they  cannot  be  per- 
suaded to  part  with  it.  We,  therefore,  entreat  you  to  restoie 
to  us  this  little  piece. 
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Father !  Look  at  the  land  which  we  gave  to  you  at  that  trea- 
ty, and  then  tiiru  your  eyes  upon  what  we  now  ask  you  to  re-^ 
store  to  us,  and  you  will  see  that  w^hat  we  ask  you  to  return  i& 
a  very  little  piece:  By  giving  it  back  again  you  will  satisfy  the 
whole  of  our  nation.  The  Chiefs  who  signed  that  treaty  will 
be  in  safety^  and  peace  between  your  children  and  our  children 
will  continue  so  long  as  your  land  shall  join  ours.  Every  man 
of  our  nation  will  then  turn  their  eyes  away  from  aU  the  other 
lands  which  we  then  gave  up  to  you,  and  forget  that  our  fathers 
ever  said  that  they  belonged,  to  them. 

Father !  We  see  that  you  ought  to  have  the  path  at  the  car- 
rying-place from  Lake  Erie  to  Niagara,  as  it  was  marked  down 
at  Fort  Stanwix,  and  we  are  all  willing,  that  it  should  remain 
to  be  yours.  And  if  you  desire  to  reserve  a  passage  through; 
the  Conewago,  and  through  the  Chatauque  lake,  and  land  for 
a  path  from  that  lake  to  Lake  Erie,  take  it  where  you  best  bke.. 
Our  nation  will  rejoice  to  see  it  an  open  path  for  you  and  your 
childien  while  the  land  and  water  remain.  But  let  us  also  pass 
along  the  same  way  and  continue  to  take  the  fish  of  those  waters. 
in.  common  with  you. 

Father!  You  say  that  you  will  appoint  an  agent  to  take  care^ 
of  us.  Let  him  come  and  take  care  of  our  trade ;  but  we  de- 
sire he  may  not  have  any  thing  to  do  with  our  lands ;  for  the 
agents  which  have  come  among  us,  and  pretended  to  take  care 
of  us,  have  always  deceived  us  whenever  we  sold  lands ;  both; 
when  the  King,  of  England  and  the  States  have  bargained  with 
us.  They  have  by  this  means  occasioned  many  wars,  and  we 
are,  therefore,  unwilling  to  trust  them  again. 

Father !  When  we  return  home  we  will  call  a  Great  Council,, 
and  consider  well  how  lands  may  be  hereafter  sold  by  our  na- 
tion. And  when  we  have  agreed  upon  it,  we  will  send  you 
notice  of  it.  But  we  desire  that  you  will  n«)t  depend  on  your 
agent  for  information  concerning  land;  for  after  the  abuses, 
which  we  have  suffered  by  such  men,  we  will  not  trust  them 
with  any  thing  which  relates  to  land. 
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Father!  There  are  men  that  go  from  town  to  town  and  beget 
children,  and  leave  them  to  perish^  or,  except  better  men  take 
care  of  them,  to  grow  up  without  instruction.  Our  nation  has 
looked  round  for  a  father,  but  they  found  none  that  would  own 
them  for  children,  until  you  now  tell  us  that  your  courts  are 
open  to  us  as  to  your  own  people.  The  joy  which  we  feel  at 
this  great  news  so  mixes  with  the  sorrows  that  are  past,  that 
we  cannot  exjiress  our  gladness,  nor  conceal  the  remembrance 
of  our  afflictions.    We  Avill  speak  of  them  at  another  time. 

Father !  We  are  ashamed  that  we  have  listened  to  the  lies 
of  Livingston,  or  been  influenced  by  the  tlireats  of  war  by 
Phelps,  and  would  hide  that  whole  transaction  from  the 
world,  and  from  ourselves,  by  quietly  receiving  what  Phelps; 
promised  to  give  us  for  the  lands  they  cheated  us  of.  But  aa 
Phelps  will  not  pay  us  even  according  to  that  fr-audident  bar- 
gain, we  will  lay  the  whole  proceedings  before  your  court. 
When  the  evidence  which  we  can  produce  is  heard,  we  think 
it  will  appear  that  the  whole  bargain  was  founded  on  lies  which 
he  placed  one  upon  another ;  that  the  goods  that  he  charges 
to  us  as  part  payment  were  i^lundered  fi-om  us ;  that  if  Phelps 
was  not  directly  concerned  in  the  theft,  he  knew  of  it  at  the 
time  and  concealed  it  from  us,  and  that  the  persons  that  we 
confided  in  were  bribed  by  hitn  to  deceive  us  in  the  bargain^ 
and  if  these  facts  appear,  that  your  court  will  not  say  that 
such  bargains  are  just,  but  will  set  the  whole  aside. 

Father!  We  apprehend  that  our  evidence  might  be  called 
for  as  Phelps  was  here,  and  knew  what  we  have  said  con- 
cerning- him ',  and  as  Ebenezer  Allen  knew  something  of 
the  matter,  we  desired  him  to  contiiiue  here.  Nicholson,  the 
interpreter,  is  very  sick,  and  we  request  that  Allen  may  re- 
main a  few  days  longer^  as  he  speaks  our  language. 

Father!  The  blood  which  was  spilled  near  Piiie  creek  is 
covered,  and  we  shall  never  look  where  it  lies.  We  know  that 
Pennsylvania  will  satisfy  us  for  that  which  we  spoke  of  to  them 
before  we  spoke  to  you.    The  chain  of  Friendship  will  now. 
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we  hope,  be  made  strong  as  you  desire  it  to  be.  We  will  hold 
it  last,  aud  our  end  of  it  shall  never  rust  in  our  hands. 

Father !  We  told  you  what  advice  we  gave  the  people  you  are 
now  at  war  with,  and  we  now  tell  you,  that  they  have  promised 
to  come  again  to  our  towns  next  spring.  YVe  shall  not  wait 
for  their  coming,  but  will  set  out  very  early  and  show  to  them 
what  yon  have  done/b>'  us,  which  must  convince  them  that  you 
will  do  for  them  every  thing  which  they  ought  to  ask.  We 
think  they  will  hear  and  follow  our  advice. 

Father!  You  give  us  leave  to  speak  oui-  minds  concerning 
the  tilling  of  the  ground.  We  ask  you  to  teach  us  to  plough, 
and  to  grind  corn ;  to  assist  us  in  building  saw  mills,  and  to 
supply  us  with  broad  axes,  saws,  augers,  and  other  tools,  so 
as  that  we  make  our  houses  more  comfortable  and  more  dura- 
ble 5  that  you  will  send  smiths  among  us,  and  above  all,  that 
you  will  teach  our  childi^en  to  read  and  write,  and  our  women 
to  spin  and  to  weave.  The  manner  of  yoiu"  doing  these  things 
for  us  we  leave  to  you,  who  understand  them -,  but  we  assiue 
you  we  will  follow  your  advice  as  far  as  we  are  able. 


THE   COllNPLAlSfTER   MEMORIAL.  101 


SPEECH 

OF 

CORNPANTER,  HALF  TOWN,  AND  BIG  TREE,  SENECA  CHIEFS, 

ON  TAKING  LEAVE  OF  PRESIDENT  WASHINGTON. 

Father  !  No  Seneca  ever  goes  from  tlie  fire  of  his  friend  until 
he  has  said  to  him,  "I  am  going."  We,  therefore,  tell  you, 
that  we  are  now  setting  out  for  our  own  country. 

Father!  We  thank  you  from  oiu*  hearts,  that  we  now  know 
there  is  a  country  we  may  call  our  own,  and  on  wliich  we  may 
lay  down  in  peace.  We  see  that  there  will  be  peace  between 
your  children  and  our  children,  and  our  hearts  are  very  glad. 
We  will  persuade  the  Wyandotts,  and  other  western  nations, 
to  open  their  eyes  and  look  towards  the  bed  which  you  have 
made  for  us,  and  to  ask  of  you  a  bed  for  themselves  and  theii" 
children,  that  will  not  slide  from  under  them.  We  thank  you 
for  your  presents  to  us,  and  rely  on  your  promise  to  instruct  us 
in  raising  corn,  as  the  white  people  do ;  the  sooner  you  do  this 
the  better  for  us.  And  we  thank  you  for  the  care  you  have 
taken  to  prevent  bad  men  from  coming  to  trade  among  us.  If 
any  come  without  your  license  we  will  turn  them  back ;  and  we 
hope  our  nation  will  determine  to  spill  all  the  rum  which  shall 
hereafter  be  brought  to  our  towns. 

Father!  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  you  determine  to  appoint 
an  agent  that  will  do  us  justice  in  taking  care  that  bad  men  do 
not  come  to  trade  among  us ;  but  we  earnestly  entreat  you  that 
you  will  let  us  have  an  interpreter,  in  whom  we  can  confide,  to 
reside  at  Pittsbiu-g.  To  that  place  our  people,  and  other  na- 
tions, wiU  long  continue  to  resort.  There  we  must  send  what 
news  we  hear,  when  we  go  among  the  western  nations,  which 
we  are  determined  shall  be  early  in  the  spring.  We  know 
Joseph  JSTicholson,  and  he  speaks  our  language  so  that  we 
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clearly  understand  what  you  say  to  us,  and  we  rely  on  what 
he  says.  If  we  were  able  to  pay  him  for  his  services  we  would 
do  it,  but  when  we  meant  to  pay  him,  by  giving  him  land,  it 
has  not  been  confirmed  to  him ;  and  he  will  not  serve  us  any 
longer,  unless  you  will  pay  him.  Let  him  stand  between  us 
we  entreat  you. 

Father !  You  have  not  asked  any  security  for  peace  on  our 
part,  but  we  have  agreed  to  send  you  nine  Seneca  boys  to  be 
under  yoiu"  care  for  education.  Tell  us  at  what  time  you  will  re- 
ceive them,  aud  they  shall  be  sent  at  the  time  you  shall  a])point. 
This  will  assure  you  that  we  are  indeed  at  peace  with  you,  and 
determined  to  continue  so.  If  you  can  teach  them  to  become 
wise  and  good  men,  we  will  take  care  that  our  nation  shall  be 
willing  to  receive  instruction  from  them. 
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SPEECH  OF  COEInPLAjSTTEE, 

TO   PRESIDENT   WASHINGTON,    PHILADELPHIA,    FEBUUAKY  28,  17ft7. 

Father  !  I  thank  the  Great  Spirit  for  protecting  us  through 
the  various  paths  which  we  have  trod  since  I  was  lavSt  at  this 
place.  As  1  am  told  you  are  about  to  retire  from  public  busi- 
ness, I  have  come  to  pay  my  last  address  to  you  as  the  Great 
Chief  of  the  Fifteen  Fires,  and  am  happy  to  find  that  I  have 
arrived  here  in  time  to  address  you  once  more  as  father,  and 
to  ad%ise  with  you  on  the  busiuess  of  our  nation.  You  have 
always  told  us  that  the  land  which  we  live  upon  is  our  own* 
and  that  we  may  make  such  use  of  it  as  we  think  most  con, 
ducive  to  our  own  comfort,  and  the  hai^pmess  of  posterity. 

Father !  I  wish,  whilst  I  am  able  to  do  business,  to  provide 
for  the  rising  generation.  Our  forefathers  thought  that  their 
posterity  woidd  pm-sue  theii-  tracks,  and  sui3port  themselves 
by  their  hunts,  as  they  did  in  the  extensive  forests  given  them 
by  the  Great  Spirit,  and  by  them  transmitted  to  us.  But  the 
great  revolution  among  the  white  people  in  this  country  has 
extended  its  influence  to  the  people  of  my  color.  Turn  oiu-  faces 
which  way  we  will,  we  find  the  white  people  cidtivatuig  the 
ground  which  our  forefathers  hunted  over,  and  the  forests 
which  furnished  them  with  plenty,  now  afford  but  a  scanty 
subsistence  for  us,  and  our  young  men  are  not  safe  in  i^ursuing 
it.  If  a  few  years  have  made  such  a  change,  what  will  be  the 
situation  of  our  children  when  those  calamities  increase  f 

Father !  To  those  points  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention,  and 
once  more  to  have  youi-  candid  and  friendly  advice  on  what  will 
be  the  best  for  the  present  race,  and  how  we  can  best  provide 
for  posterity.  Your  x^eople  have  a  diflerent  mode  of  living  from 
ours ;  they  have  trades  and  they  have  education,  which  ena- 
bles them  to  take  different  pmsuits,  by  which  means  they 
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maiutaiu  tliemselves,  provide  for  their  children  and  help  each 
other. 

Father !  I  am  also  told  that  your  people  have  a  strong  place 
lor  their  money,  where  it  is  not  only  safe,  hut  that  it  produces 
them  each  and  every  year  an  increase  without  lessening  the 
stock.  If  we  should  dispose  of  part  of  our  country  and  put 
our  money  with  yoiu-'s  in  that  strong-  place,  will  it  be  safe  ? 
Will  it  yield  to  our  children  tlie  same  advantages  after  our 
lieads  are  laid  down  as  it  will  at  present  produce  to  us  ?  Will 
it  be  out  of  the  reach  of  oiu-  foolish  young  men,  so  that  they 
cannot  drink  it  uj)  to  the  i)rejudice  of  our  children  "I 

Father !  You  know  that  some  of  our  people  are  fond  of  strong 
drink,  and  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  your  j)eople  are  too  apt 
to  lay  that  temptation  before  them. 

Father  !  The  last  time  I  was  here  I  mentioned  to  you  that 
my  mind  was  uneasy  in  regard  to  Mr.  Oliver  Phelps's  pur- 
chase, to  which  you  desired  me  to  make  my  mind  easy,  and 
said  that  you  would  inquii-e  into  the  business.  On  my  return 
I  met  Mr.  Phelps  at  Oanandaigua,  where  he  promised  to  give 
me  a  piece  of  land  and  to  build  me  a  house,  and  give  me  some 
cattle.  With  this  I  was  satisfied,  till  I  saw  him  again  some- 
time after,  when  he,  to  my  surprise,  had  almost  forgotten  it ; 
but  when  I  i)ut  him  in  mind  of  it,  he  gave  me  a  horse  and  ten 
cattle,  but  refused  the  house  and  land  because  land  had  raised 
so  much  in  value. 

Father !  To  one  thing  more  1  wish  yom-  attention.  When  I 
Avas  retm^niug  home  the  las^  time  I  was  here,  I  was  plundered 
l)y  some  of  your  unruly  people  of  several  things,  amongst 
which  was  a  paper,  given  me  by  General  Parsons,  entitling 
me  to  one  mile  square  of  land  at  Muskingum,  which  I  have 
never  been  able  to  recover,  and  without  your  fi'ieudly  assist- 
ance must  lose  the  land.* 

*  This  is  the  land  granted  hy  the  Ohio  company  referred  to  in  Colonel 
Snowden's  Historical  Sketch.  It  thus  appears  that  Corni'j.anter's  title 
papers  for  tliis  land  were  stolen  from  him. 
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Father !  I  congratulate  j^ou  on  your  intended  repose  from 
the  fatigues  and  anxiety  of  mind  which  are  constant  attend- 
ants on  high  public  stations,  and  hope  that  the  same  good 
S3>irit  which  has  so  long  guided  your  steps  as  a  father  to  a 
great  nation,  will  still  continue  to  x)rotect  you,  and  make  youi- 
private  reflections  as  pleasant  to  yom\self  as  your  public  mea- 
sures have  been  usefid  to  your  people. 
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SPEECH  OF  COEI^PLAI^ETR, 

TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  FEBRUARY,  1822. 


I  feel  it  my  duty  to  send  a  speech  to  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania at  this  time,  and  inform  him  of  the  place  where  I  was 
'from,  wliich  was  at  Connewaiigus,  on  the  Genessee  river. 

When  I  was  a  child  I  played  with  the  butterfly,  the  grass- 
hopper and  the  frogs ;  and  as  I  grew  up,  I  began  to  pay  some 
•attention,  and  play  with  the  Indian  boys  in  the  neighborhood, 
•and  they  took  notice  of  my  skin  being'of  a  different  color  from 
theirs,  and  spoke  about  it.  I  inquired  of  my  mother  the  cause, 
•and  she  told  me  that  my  father  was  a  resideuter  in  Albany.  I 
still  eat  my  victuals  out  of  a  bark  dish.  I  grew  up  to  be  a 
young  man,  and  married  me  a  wife,  and  I  had  no  kettle  nor 
^n.  I  then  knew  where  my  father  lived,  and  went  to  see  him, 
•and  found  he  was  a  white  man,  and  spoke  the  English  lan- 
guage. He  gave  me  victuals  while  I  was  at  his  house,  but 
when  I  started  home,  he  gave  me  no  pro\dsion  to  eat  on  the 
way.  He  gave  me  neither  kettle  nor  gun,  neither  did  he  teU 
me  that  the  United  States  were  about  to  rebel  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  England. 

I  will  tell  you,  brothers,  who  are  in  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  Great  Spirit  has  made  known 
to  me,  that  I  have  been  wicked;  and  the  cause  thereof  has 
been  the  Eevolutionary  war  in  America.  The  cause  of  the  In- 
dians being  led  into  sin  at  that  time,  was  that  many  of  them 
were  in  the  practice  of  drinking  and  getting  intoxicated.  Great 
Britain  requested  us  to  join  with  them  in  the  conflict  against 
the  Americans,  and  promised  the  Indians  land  and  liquor.  I 
myself  was  ox)posed  to  joining  in  the  conflict,  as  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  difficulty  that  existed  between  the  two  parties. 
I  have  now  informed  you  how  it  happened  that  the  Indians 


THE   CORNPLANTER  MEMORIAL.  113 

took  a  part  in  the  Eevolution,  and  will  relate  to  you  some  cir- 
eimistances  that  occurred  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

General  Putnam,  who  was  then  at  Philadelphia,  told  me 
there  was  to  be  a  Council  at  Fort  Stanwix  -,  and  the  Indians 
requested  me  to  attend  on  behalf  of  the  Six  Nations,  which  I 
did,  and  there  met  with  three  commissioners  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  hold  the  Council.  They  told  me  that  they  would 
inform  me  of  the  cause  of  the  Eevolution,  which  I  requested 
them  to  do  minutely.  They  then  said  that  it  originated  on 
account  of  the  heavy  taxes,  that  had  been  imposed  upon  them 
by  the  British  government,  which  had  been  for  fifty  years  in- 
creasing upon  them;  that  the  Americans  had  grown  weary 
thereof,  and  refused  to  pay,  which  affronted  the  King.  There 
had  likewise  a  difficulty  taken  place  about  some  tea,  which 
they  wished  me  not  to  use,  as  it  had  been  one  of  the  causes 
that  many  people  had  lost  their  lives.  And  the  British  gov- 
ernment now  being  affronted,  the  war  commenced,  and  the 
cannons  began  to  roar  in  our  country. 

General  Putnam  then  told  me  at  the  Council  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix, that  by  the  late  war,  the  Americans  had  gained  two  ob- 
jects :  they  had  established  themselves  an  independent  nation, 
and  had  obtained  some  land  to  live  upon,  the  division  line  of 
which  from  Great  Britain  run  through  the  Lakes.  I  then  spoke, 
and  said  I  wanted  some  land  for  the  Indians  to  live  on,  and 
General  Putnam  said  that  it  should  be  granted,  and  I  should 
have  land  in  the  State  of  Xew  York  for  the  Indians.  He  then 
encouraged  me  to  use  my  endeavors  to  pacify  the  Indians  gen- 
erally, and  as  he  considered  it  an  arduous  task,  wished  to 
know  what  pay  I  woidd  require.  I  replied,  that  I  would  use 
my  endeavors  to  do  as  he  requested  with  the  Indians,  and  for 
pay  therefor,  /  icoidd  take  land.  I  told  him  not  to  pay  me  mo- 
ney or  dry-goods^  hut  land.  And  having  attended  thereto,  I 
received  the  tract  of  land  on  which  I  now  bve,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  me  by  Governor  Mifflin.  I  told  General  Putnam 
that  I  wished  the  Indians  to  have  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
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tlie  deer  and  wild  game,  to  wMcli  he  assented.  I  also  wished 
the  Indians  to  have  the  privilege  of  hunting  in  the  woods  and 
making  iires,  which  he  likewise  assented  to. 

The  treaty  that  was  made  at  the  aforementioned  Conncil, 
has  been  broken  by  some  of  the  white  people,  which  I  now  in- 
tend acquainting  the  Governor  with.  Some  white  people  are 
not  willing  that  the  Indians  should  hunt  any  more,  whilst 
others  are  satisfied  therewith ;  and  those  white  people  who  re- 
side near  our  reservation,  tell  us  that  the  woods  are  theirs, 
and  they  have  obtained  them  from  the  government.  The  treaty 
has  also  been  broken,  by  the  Avhite  people  using  their  endea- 
vors to  destroy  all  wolves,  which  was  not  spoken  about  in  the 
Council  at  Fort  Stanwix,  by  General  Putnam,  but  has  origi- 
nated lately. 

It  has  been  broken  again,  which  is  of  recent  origin.  White 
people  get  credit  from  Indians,  and  do  not  pay  them  honestly 
according  to  agreement.  In  another  respect,  also,  it  has  been 
broken  by  white  people  residing  near  my  dwelling ;  for  when 
I  plant  melons  and  vines  in  my  field,  they  take  them  as  their 
own.  It  has  been  broken  again,  by  white  people  using  their 
endeavors  to  obtain  our  pine  trees  from  us.  We  have  very 
few  pine  trees  on  our  land  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  whites 
and  Indians  often  get  into  dispute  respecting  them.  There  is 
also  a  great  quantity  of  whiskey  brought  near  our  reservation, 
and  the  Indians  obtain  it  and  become  drunken. 

Another  circumstance  has  taken  place  which  is  very  trying, 
to  me,  and  T  wish  for  the  interference  of  the  Governor.  The 
white  people  who  live  at  Warren,  called  upon  me  some  time 
ago,  to  pay  taxes  for  my  land,  which  I  objected  to,  as  I  never 
had  been  called  upon  for  that  purpose  before ;  and  having  re- 
fused to  pay,  they  became  irritated,  called  upon  me  frequently, 
and  at  length  brought  four  guns  with  them,  and  seized  our 
cattle.  I  still  refused  to  pay,  and  was  not  willing  to  let  the 
cattle  go.  After  a  time  of  dispute,  they  returned  home,  and  I 
understood  the  militia  was  ordered  out  to  enforce  the  collec- 
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tion  of  the  tax.  I  went  to  Warren,  and  to  avert  the  impend- 
ing difficulty,  was  obliged  to  give  my  note  for  the  tax,  the 
amount  of  which  was  forty-three  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents. 
It  is  my  desire  that  the  Governor  will  exempt  me  from  paying 
taxes  for  my  land  to  white  people ;  and  also  to  cause  that  the 
money  I  am  now  obliged  to  pay,  be  refunded  to  me,  as  I  am 
very  poor.  The  Governor  is  the  person  who  attends  to  the 
situation  of  the  people,  and  I  wish  him  to  send  a  person  to  Al- 
legheny, that  I  may  inform  him  of  the  particulars  of  our  situa- 
tion, and  he  be  authorized  to  instruct  the  white  people  in  what 
manner  to  conduct  themselves  towards  the  Indians. 

The  government  has  told  us,  that  when  difficulties  arose  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  the  white  people,  they  would  attend  to 
having  them  removed.  We  are  now  in  a  trying  situation,  and 
I  wish  the  Governor  to  send  a  person  authorized  to  attend 
thereto  the  forepart  of  next  summer,  about  the  time  that  the 
grass  has  grown  big  enough  for  pasture. 

The  Governor  formerly  requested  me  to  pay  attention  to  the 
Indians,  and  take  care  of  them.  We  are  now  arrived  at  a 
situation  in  which  I  believe  the  Indians  cannot  exist,  unless 
the  Governor  should  comply  with  my  request,  and  send  a  per- 
son authorized  to  treat  between  us  and  the  white  people  the 
approaching  summer.    I  have  now  no  more  to  speak. 


